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02VOICES

agan College launched its 30th Anniversary
year in fitting style as past and present
students came together on 1st September

2011. We were delighted to welcome back a
number of our founding students from the early
1980s who gladly reminisced about the ‘good old
days’ with our New Year 8 students. 

As the academic year unfolded, the whole school
immersed itself in a series of celebratory events
including an international breakfast on the
European Day of Languages, a 1981 Non School
Uniform Day which gave many staff an excuse to
pull out their old Bucks Fizz outfits and all of the Year
8 students visited the Scout Hall in Ardnavalley back
to where it had all begun.  

As if these highlights were not enough, the month
of May was truly something very special as we
welcomed His Royal Highness the Earl of Wessex
to the College. Prince Edward thoroughly enjoyed
young Michael Hare’s request for a royal pardon in
order to be relieved of Homework - thankfully the
request was denied!

In addition, a Family Mass of Thanksgiving was
organised and led by Father Tom Layden, John
Peacock and our two Chaplains - Helen Killick and
Sharon Verwoerd.  This marked the first ever event of
its kind in the College and served to demonstrate
our integrated Christian ethos to the full. All who
attended agreed it was an inclusive, memorable
and a positive community event.

Our students, staff and families continued to work
together and life at Lagan proved to be, as usual,
fun filled, busy and as rewarding as ever. The new
building took shape beside us as we continued to
go about our daily lives and school work – a
reminder of how far we have come and the new
decade ahead.

We celebrated the end of a very special year by

holding a Gala Evening at Belfast City Hall and were
thrilled that three former Principals, Mrs Sheila
Greenfield, Dr Brian Lambkin and Mrs Helen Mc
Hugh could join us. Sheila told many fun tales of the
early days and she was amazed at how the school
had flourished and developed over the years.  

Many learning opportunities were experienced by
our  students including educational visits to Nice,
Edinburgh, London and Dublin and the World
Challenge Visit to Africa to name but a few.

To end the year in style- the GCSE students shone by
achieving 74% 5 A*-C grades – the highest results
to date. The A/S and A level results also reflected
the excellent academic achievement and successes
of our senior students. 

Reflecting back over our 30th Anniversary year, it
was indeed a year full of much laughter, happiness
and good times but it also had its low points. Few
will forget the immense sadness and loss we felt as
a school at the sudden and unforeseen death of Mr
Joe Killen, remembered by all as an inspirational
English teacher, Head of Year, colleague, friend and
family man.

In addition, we said a tearful farewell to a number
of significant and long serving members of staff
who took voluntary redundancy. 

We hope you will enjoy reading this edition of the
Voices magazine and I wish to thank the editor,
Deborah Hill for her hard work and effort.

Lagan College continues to be a unique and
wonderful learning community to be part of. We
look forward to the future decade with a sense of
excitement and optimism.

Amanda McNamee
Principal

WELCOME

L

PRINCIPAL’S FOREWORD

Mrs Amanda McNamee, Principal
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am writing this year’s ‘Editor’s Corner’ in the
store off Mr Burch’s classroom and it has
just hit me that this is the very last time I

will write my editorial piece in this room. It has
been a year of ‘last times’ and it is exciting stuff!
We have been waiting for so long for our new
building and I can’t help but feel excited now that
we will take residence at the end of June! I know
that our school is not just about the buildings, I
know that we are so much more than that, but
one can’t help but think about how much easier
life will be with solid walls, spacious rooms and no
more traipsing from class to class through the
wind and rain! 

So, as I said, we are not just about new buildings,
and, as always, we have had successes this year
that are proof of that. Our students have excelled
in everything they do; they have received awards,
discovered new places, excelled at sports, built
relationships and supported one another. Not
more so than when our colleague and friend, Joe
Killen, suddenly passed away in March 2012. Our
students showed a great deal of maturity and
respect and the Lagan College community spirit
was never more evident. We also said fond
farewells to many long-serving members of staff
who took early-retirement at the end of June 2012.

They will be missed by us all and we thank them
for their dedication over the years, not only to the
College, but to us, as friends. Each of them has left
their mark and we will not forget them.

The magazine this year is a tribute to the hard
work and dedication of pupils and staff. Our pupils
are very fortunate to experience the wealth and
breadth of so many activities and experiences on
offer. As always, I am indebted to Richard Sherry
and his team at the Ulster Tatler for their
production work and continued support for the
College, and to Mrs Janice Russell, for the
countless hours that she spends 
proof-reading the magazine. I offer my thanks to
them all.

I hope that you enjoy reading about the
achievements, events and 30th Anniversary
celebrations that took place in Lagan College
during 2012. 2013 looks like it’s going to be
another busy year and I, for one, am looking
forward to writing next year’s Editor’s Corner in
more lavish surroundings!

Mrs Deborah Hill
Editor

EDITOR’S CORNER

Mrs Deborah Hill, Editor

This page is sponsored by THE BELFAST BUS COMPANY, Unit 1, Bayview Industrial Estate, Dargan Crescent, Belfast  Tel: 028 9074 2444. Fax: 028 9074 2555.
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Anyone wishing to contribute
articles, photographs, poems

and short stories for
‘Voices 2012 may do so up until

30th June 2013

Simply Email the Editor,
Mrs. Deborah Hill at

lagancollegemagazine@yahoo.com

I
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Mrs A McNamee Principal
Mr D McNally Deputy Principal

Student Learning and Assessment and 
Reporting/Health and
Safety/Languages/Music

Mrs R Harbinson Vice Principal
Curriculum/ICT/Business Studies

SENIOR TEACHERS
Mr G McFadden Senior Teacher

Head of Behaviour Management/Teacher
in charge of Transport/ PE

Mrs A MacParland Senior Teacher/Head of Pastoral 
Care/Designated  Teacher in charge of 
Child Protection/Languages

Mr M Montgomery Senior Teacher/Co-ordinator of Building 
Project and C2K/Timetabling/Science

Miss J Atkinson Senior Teacher/Head of Sixth 
Form/Business Studies

Mr C McCann Senior Teacher/KS3 Assessment 
Co-ordinator/ Assistant Head of 
Mathematics/Daily Programme 
Co-ordinator

Mr B Dowd Senior Teacher/KS4 Assessment 
Co-ordinator/Head of Religious Studies

TEACHING STAFF
Miss A Bell Head of Modern Languages
Miss M Bell Assistant Head of Year 12/ Assistant Head

of English
Ms S Black Head of Drama
Mrs K Bingham Science/Industry Links Co-ordinator
Mrs D Carlisle Assistant Head of Year 

11/Numeracy/Geography
Mr P Burch Head of Art & Design and Moving Image 

Arts/Digital Media
Miss A Carr Head of Business Studies (temp)
Miss M Cavanagh Mathematics
Ms J Coudière Head of French
Mrs G Cooke Art & Design (part-time)
Mrs M Beckett Head of English
Mrs S Connor Business Studies/Spanish (part-time)
Mr G Connolly Head of Year 8/PE
Mrs F Cottney Learning Support
Mrs A Cowie English
Mrs N Danter Mathematics
Mrs G Diamond Mathematics
Mrs O Donnelly Head of Music & Musical Performance
Mrs C Eddy Home Economics
Miss L Ellis Head of Home Economics
Mrs M Evans Head of Careers/Work Experience 

Co-ordinator/Home Economics
Mr D Ewart Head of Physics/Duke of Edinburgh 

Co-ordinator
Miss G Fairley Home Economics
Ms D Fullerton Head of Biology/Alternative Education 

Co-ordinator
Mrs E Finnegan Science
Mr K Graham ICT
Mrs L Grant Assistant Head of Learning Support

Miss M Hoy Music/Assistant Head of Music & 
Orchestral Director

Mr S Hare Head of Year 10/Religious 
Education/Citizenship

Miss J James Mathematics (Maternity Cover)
Mr J Killen English
Mrs H Killick Chaplain/Religious Education
Mrs I Kerr Home Economics (part-time)
Miss J Kennedy Head of Girls PE
Mrs T Knipe English
Mrs S Verwoerd Chaplain
Ms M Leckey Mathematics/Head of Examinations
Miss S Lemon Assistant Head of Year 10/Religious 

Education
Mr G Lenaghan Modern Languages
Mrs H Lowry English (part-time)
Mrs N Major Geography/Pupil Profiles
Mr L Mathison Science
Mr A Maxwell   Science
Mr A McCann Head of Year 9/Technology
Mr A McCanny Head of ICT & ICT Strategy Co-ordinator
Mrs E Quigg Mathematics
Mr J    McCloskey Head of PE Dept/Head of Boys PE
Dr C McConnell Science
Miss M McConville Art & Design/Moving Image Art/Digital 

Media (temporary)
Mr F McGuckin Head of Politics/History
Rev R McKee Technology & Design/CAS Co-ordinator
Mrs R McKnight PE (part time)
Mrs S McKee Head of Staff Development/ICT
Mr E McManus Learning Support/Maths/PE (temporary)
Mrs M Mills Head of Year 12/French
Mr D Mooney Head of Mathematics
Miss J Morgan Primary School Links Co-ordinator/Head 

of Sociology/Geography
Miss R Morgan Head of History
Mr P Mulholland Head of Learning for Life & 

Work/History/Citizenship
Mrs L Mulholland Assistant Head of Year 9/ICT
Miss C Murphy Head of Technology & Design (temporary)
Ms E Niblock Art & Design/Moving Image Art/Digital 

Media
Miss L O’Connor Head of Irish/History
Miss C Orr Head of Spanish
Mr JP Patton Environmental Co-ordinator/Head of 

Digital Media/English
Miss J Rogan Head of Year 11/Art & Design
Mr P Rossi History/Geography
Mr P Privilege Art & Design/Digital Media
Mrs J Russell Parent Evening Co-ordinator/English
Mrs H Seawright Drama
Mrs G Shevlin Technology & Design
Mrs H Smyth Head of Geography
Mr D Strain Assistant Head of Sixth

Form/Mathematics
Miss C Sullivan Assistant Head of Year 8/Religious 

Education
Miss K Wightman Head of Chemistry/Science
Mr J Wishart History/Politics
Miss M Wells Head of Science
Mrs U Walters Head of Learning Support/English

SUPPORT STAFF 2011-2012
Mrs M Mackey Bursar

LIST OF STAFF
2011-2012
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BOARD OF
GOVERNORS
Dr I McMorris Chairman of the Board of 

Governors/Finance Committee 
Member

Mr D Anderson Finance Committee
Mr R Archer Finance Committee
Mr V Cafolla Parent Governor
Mrs H Evans Education Committee
Mr S Hare Teacher Governor
Mr G Kane Finance Committee
Mr F Martin Chairman of Finance Committee
Mr C Matchett Parent Governor
Ms C McLaughlin Parent Governor
Mrs G Rice Education Committee
Ms S Rigg Parent Governor
Mrs H Smyth Teacher Governor

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mr R Archer
Lady Bain
Mr K Dunn
Mrs M Jellett
Dr B Lambkin
Dr I McMorris
Mr K McVeigh

PARENTS’ COUNCIL 2011 - 2012
Maxine Alaka
Anne Cafolla
Sunita Chada
Shirley Clarke
Rosie Drysdale
Sharon Elkin
Maureen Ellson
Helen Evans
Glenda Martin
Angela Maxwell
Anne McAteer
Brendan McAteer
Jenny McCoy
Jacqueline McKechnie
Mark McNulty
Jackie Melin
Brian Miller
Anne Millis
Joanne Morton

Pamela Murphy
Linda Sage
Sally Sexton
Michael Spiers
Mauren Stewart
Jaquelyn Stewart
Val Tumelty
Eileen Wilson

Patricia Woods

Mr B Anderson Building Supervisor
Mrs C Baker Principal’s PA
Mr R Berry Technology & Design Technician
Ms L Brown Office Manager
Mrs J Burke      Classroom Assistant
Mr D Carleton Science Technician
Mrs C Charley Peripatetic Learning Support 

(Newcomer Support)
Ms H Cochrane Senior Clerical Officer
Dr G Crothers Music Peripatetic (Piano)
Mrs P Durkin Librarian
Mr K Elliott Audio Visual & ICT Technician
Mr J Farrimond Sixth Form Study Supervisor
Mrs B Falloon Midday Supervisory Assistant
Mr P Ferguson Music Peripatetic (Brass)
Mr F Fitzpatrick Music Peripatetic (Lower Strings)
Mr A Fulton Music Peripatetic (Voice)
Mr B Gamble Sixth Form Study Supervisor
Ms E Gomez-Gonzalez Classroom Assistant
Miss J Hamill Classroom Assistant
Mrs J Hamilton Classroom Assistant
Mrs D Hill Art & Design Technician/Co-ordinator of 

College Newsletter & Magazine
Ms F Hutchinson Senior Clerical Office
Mrs B Irvine Midday Supervisory Assistant
Mrs J Johnston Midday Supervisory Assistant
Mrs J Lilburn Midday Supervisory Assistant
Mrs Y Mannus Home Economics Technician
Mrs G Matchett Peripatetic Learning Support 

(Literacy/Numeracy)
Mr B McCann Science Technician
Ms S McLeod Music Peripatetic (Upper Srings)
Mrs B McMillan Assistant Bursar
Mrs L McMillan Midday Supervisory Assistant
Ms U McCluggage School Nurse (part-time)
Mr J Menagh Assistant Building Supervisor
Mrs M Menagh Midday Supervisory Assistant
Mrs A Moreland Classroom Assistant
Miss S Moreland Classroom Assistant
Miss E Morgan Classroom Assistant
Mr G Myles Music Peripatetic (Woodwind)
Mr A Nesbitt Assistant Building Supervisor
Mrs N O’Loan School Nurse (part-time)
Mrs H Parkes Sixth Form Study Supervisor
Mrs H Prentice Midday Supervisory Assistant
Ms C Rojas Olavarria Classroom Assistant
Miss J Scott Classroom Assistant
Mr R Slevin Classroom Assistant
Mr M Smyth Reprographics Technician
Ms S Spence Classroom Assistant
Mr A Sykes Music Peripatetic (Percussion)
Mrs M Templeton Midday Supervisory Assistant
Mrs L Thomson Classroom Assistant
Mrs H Trueick Peripatetic Learning Support 

(Literacy/Numeracy)
Mrs K Walker Classroom Assistant
Mr E Ward Music Peripatetic (Guitar) 
Mr D White Classroom Assistant
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On November 16th, Baroness May Blood, on behalf of the Integrated
Education Fund for Ireland, invited a representative of Lagan College
to visit the House of Lords for a special dinner in honour of Lagan
College’s 30th Anniversary year.

During the event, I had the wonderful opportunity to meet two of the
former Principals of Lagan College – Mrs Sheila Greenfield and Dr
Brian Lambkin.

Both were key figures in shaping the early years of Lagan College.
Sheila Greenfield, as the first Principal, was an extremely inspirational
lady and described to me how she started up the school in the early
days of 1981 and some of the difficulties and dilemmas she went
through to establish a brand new form of education, namely
integrated education. Sheila reminisced about how she had to teach
a whole variety of subjects during that time, and about how both she
and Brian had been the only two teachers for a while until the school
was up and running and they were able to employ more teaching
staff. Sheila fondly remembered Mrs Kerr, Mrs Smyth, Mr Burch, Mrs
Evans and Mr A McCann as some of the teachers she worked with in
those early days at Lagan College and was delighted to hear that
they were still working today, and making a difference to the lives of
young people.

Baroness May Blood delivered an extremely poignant and thoughtful
speech to all those attending, questioning why we continue to have a
separated education system in Northern Ireland and outlining the
simple message that educating young people together in a shared
environment can only be of benefit and do good. Integrated education

breaks down misunderstanding and encourages children to celebrate
difference, to become friends and to respect diversity.

Mrs McNamee
Principal

INTEGRATED EDUCATION FUND- 
HOUSE OF LORDS DINNER

Mr Enda Kenny, the Taoiseach of Ireland, visited Belfast on 17th
November 2011. It proved to be a busy and extremely exciting day as
the Taoiseach met a small contingency of students from Lagan College,
who had been invited down to the Short Strand Community Centre. 

Caitlin Walsh and Mark Coiley, who live in the Short Strand,
accompanied by Mrs McNamee, Rhiannon Stewart and Felicity

Goddard (Year 14) had the opportunity to meet the Taoiseach and hear a
little bit about his vision for working together in Ireland. The Taoiseach
spent time chatting to the Lagan College students and wanted to hear
about how we shared our education. He noted that he saw definite
potential in Mark to be either a politician or certainly someone who
could talk their way into a good job!

As a school, we really appreciated the kind invitation from the Short
Strand Community Centre to join them on this special occasion.

The invitation demonstrated the commitment of the Short Strand
Community Centre to be inclusive and to acknowledge all the different
schools in the area.

Mrs McNamee
Principal

THE     
TAOISEACH’S
VISIT TO BELFAST

Lagan College students
with Enda Kenny, the
Taoiseach of Ireland and
Mrs McNamee, Principal.

PAGE6_Layout 1  04/03/2013  12:16  Page 1



VOICES07

FAREWELLS...

Abe McCann
Mr McCann joined Lagan College in
1983 to teach Craft Design and
Technology.  Prior to this, he worked in
many careers, notably as a furniture
designer, driving instructor and
technology technician.  Throughout
his time at Lagan College, he worked
in the split campus which was the
Lough View site and what was  the
old lower building.  He subsequently
was appointed Year Head and
worked with over 5 different year
groups.  It is very difficult to precisely
ascertain the impact he has had upon
the lives of these students but it is
without doubt that he has shown
care, compassion and commitment to
all in Lagan College.  Mr McCann can
be described as a gentleman and
family man.  We are extremely
grateful for his time with us in Lagan.
We will miss his friendship, humour
and thoughtfulness but are very
pleased he is enjoying time with his
family and his new career as part
time babysitter for his grandchiildren. 

Miss C Murphy 

Aine MacParland
22 years. 22 Open Days. 22 Prize Days. 44
sets of exams. 44 sets of reports. 44 staff
concerts. 44 ceilis. 4180 lifts to school.

These are just some of the things I have
shared with Mrs MacParland.  We have had
a laugh.  We have also faced times of stress,
illness and sadness.  We have always had
great conversations about everything from
politics and religion to boys and make-up.  I
will miss those conversations, especially in
the mornings.

Many of you know that Mrs MacParland is an
excellent teacher who inspires and enthuses
her students.  She is a very talented artist and
a great writer, and I have to tell you, her
Spanish is flawless.  She is also very funny.  I
know that many of you have gone to her with
a problem and found a listening ear and
always very wise advice.

We will all miss Mrs MacParland but I think I
will miss her more than most because we
have become great friends.  However, if we
had not come to work at Lagan College, we
probably would not have met at all as we
come from different religious backgrounds. 

Look around you.  Many of you have made
great friends here and I hope that you
appreciate and cherish those friends as I do
my friend, Mrs MacParland.  It has been an
absolute pleasure to work with her. We thank
her for all that she has brought to the College
and we wish her all the very best for the next
exciting phase of her life.

Miss C Orr

Desie McNally
It is the beauty of teaching that often you
meet or work with people that actually
make a difference not only to you but very
obviously to students. Desie McNally is one
such person. He began teaching in the
early 1970s, a product of a Christian
Brother's education in both primary and
post primary schools. It was in St Mary's
Grammar that he developed his love of
languages and in the parish halls and
clubs of West Belfast that he developed his
love of music. He and his two brothers
formed a group at a young age called "The
New Ideal" and, for more than thirty years,
they played at many weddings and
functions.

Teaching was more than a job to Desie. He
embraced all that was required to make a
child's educational experience as good as
it could be. He took seriously the idea that
a teacher filled the place "in loco parentis" -
in the place of the parent. His enthusiasm
and commitment is unequalled as is his
ability to persuade, cajole and drive
forward. He was consistently fair and his
request always came with a smile and the
promise of support which was never found
wanting.

I worked with him for 22 years and from
the day and hour we met our friendship
was cemented. Desie's father and my
great uncle had been best friends.  Our
mutual love of music, our faith and our

family bond have given me a lifelong
friend, confidant and someone to share the
occasional coca cola with!!

I have been lucky enough to work with
some amazing educators but only a
couple of true heroes and Desmond
McNally is undoubtedly one of them.  

Brendan Dowd
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Robert McKee
Robert, despite his youthful looks, was one of
the longest serving teachers in Lagan
College, joining the staff in a part time
capacity in 1983, at a time when funding was
not approved, and staff were not guaranteed
a salary at the end of each month.  He was
fully appointed in the following year to lead
Craft, Design & Technology. At this time, the
college was made up of 94 pupils and was
on a split campus between Cultra and Lough
View. Over the years, Mr McKee wore many
real and metaphorical hats in Lagan College.
He has been a Head of Department and
Head of Year, led many Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions and led Creativity, Action &
Service within the College.  Robert, in many
ways, stands as an example of integration in
action as, as a Protestant Minister, he saw
the value of working alongside Catholic
clergy, teachers and pupils in making a more
tolerant and peaceful society for everyone in
Northern Ireland. 

As ‘The Rev’ knew he was reaching the end of
his career and retirement was on an ever
closer horizon, he thought to himself, “Should
I just start to put my feet up and take things a
bit easier? Or should I organise a series of
mind blowing and life changing adventures
for the pupils to Zambia, Peru, China, India
and Kilimanjaro?” I doubt the first thought
was ever really an option for Robert McKee!
Robert led all of the World Challenge
expeditions in these countries around the
world and, to quote Mr Maxwell, “you have
led many children to explore and see the
world”.  I had the pleasure of helping him as
an assistant leader on the first three. That is
how I got to really know Robert. A man who
just loved to see pupils achieve their potential
and even exceed their own expectations of
themselves. In gruelling hikes at altitude, in
sub-zero temperatures (one night up the
Andes my water bottle in my tent was frozen
solid!) or in blistering heat, Robert led the
way, with a level of fitness and determination
that young men a fraction of his age found
hard to match.

Robert’s dedication did not start or end with
the World Challenge expeditions; he
personally paid for a lovely young man called
Moses, that we met while helping to build a

Sharon Verwoerd
Sharon Verwoerd arrived with us in the
summer of 2008. She often spoke about the
path that led her to Lagan College, first
reading about the school when studying for
her Masters degree in Brisbane, Australia,
little knowing she would end up playing such
an important part in our story herself!  In
2007, some of us had met Sharon’s
husband-to-be, Wilhelm, when we took
students on a residential to Glencree Centre
for Reconciliation. Wilhelm shared his own
remarkable story of growing up in South
Africa during apartheid, and I started to
wonder if there was a way we could connect
him with Lagan College.  A few months later,
Sharon became the Catholic Chaplain and I
knew right away our partnership would work
out well; indeed we have become great
friends. Very quickly she understood exactly
what we’re about here, embracing the vision
of a Christian integrated school that
welcomes all and encourages everyone to
share that vision.  

Sharon is a person of great insight,
compassion and faith, with a heart for
reconciliation.  She helped us think about what
reconciliation means here and how we work it
out on all levels of life in school - developing a
restorative approach to resolving conflict, the
Mediation Teams, the Peacewaves course for
Sixth Form, the Junior Justice Group and the
Student Leadership Programme, as well as

primary school in Zambia, to complete his
education. In preparing for each expedition,
he helped the pupils with their Duke of
Edinburgh award with Mourne Mountain
hikes. He also took pupils yachting,
bouldering and climbing every year. Robert’s
dedication to integrated education was 24/7.

As Lagan College begins a new chapter in its
story, Robert McKee shall always be
remembered and celebrated as a keystone in
the early founding and flourishing of our school.
We all wish him every joy in his retirement. ‘He’s
got the whole world, in his hands!’ 

Mr JP Patton (& Miss C Murphy)

giving us all opportunities to meet people who
are different, to stretch ourselves, to grow in
our understanding of one another, of our
world and of God. 

She approached the Chaplain’s role with
great generosity of spirit and patience,
keeping the Chaplaincy door open as much
as possible, welcoming all into our tiny
space. Many arrived at our door for different
reasons and experienced the care and
kindness Sharon shows to all who come her
way. She and I share many funny and
poignant memories of things that happened
inside and beyond our hut – lunchtime
banter, moments of shared sadness, quiet
prayer, fun and games on residentials. We
talk about Lagan Moments, when something
happens, usually unplanned, that we believe
would only happen here. Some Lagan
Moments are quiet and poignant, others are
hilarious and ridiculous, and we have had
many of them.

I believe Sharon was a gift from God to us for
a little while. She always knew her next
adventure would be in South Africa where
she and Wilhelm would settle and where
their gifts could be used to bring healing and
peace in another divided society.  She’s now
enjoying the sunshine of the Cape and
heading off on a journey with Wilhelm, which
will take them around South Africa, meeting
people with stories to tell about the transition
from apartheid and conflict to peace. We
wish both Sharon and Wilhelm all the very
best in the next chapter of their lives and
hope that one day they will return to visit their
Lagan family.

Mrs H Killick

Brian Anderson
Brian joined the College as Building
Supervisor in December 2004. He will be
remembered for his ‘dry wit’ and for his
strong resistance to the Lagan tradition of
‘bribery by buns’ ...although I hear from a
reliable source that grapes did the trick! 

We wish Brian all the very best for the future
and hope that he is enjoying spending time
with his wife and children.

FAREWELLS...
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Carol Ann Smyth
Carol Ann came to work in Lagan College in
1991, which was the first year that the
College canteen first opened. She was
always good natured when serving up food
to the many pupils and staff who had their
lunch in the canteen. Carol-Ann
unfortunately became ill at the beginning of
2011 and was off work recovering from her
illness until February 2012. It was during this
time that Carol-Ann decided to take early
retirement in June 2012, so as she could
spend more time with her family. 

Since retiring, she has made numerous trips
to visit her children and grandchildren who

live in Bristol. As many of you may know,
Carol-Ann and her husband are keen sailors
and have recently upgraded from a 32ft yacht
to a 36ft yacht, which they will take delivery of
at Easter. Since leaving in June, Carol Ann has
taken advantage of her time and was recently
able to spend three weeks in Gran Canaria at
Christmas, instead of the usual two weeks
she would have had before hurrying back for
the start of school in January! 

Her next adventure will see her sailing her
new yacht to France in the summer. We wish
Carol Ann all the very best for the future and
trust that she will enjoy her time sailing the
globe!

Linda Brown
Linda joined the office staff in Lagan
College in April 1999 after working
for many years in a bank. She was
later promoted to the position of
Office Manager in 2002. Linda ran
a tight ship and was meticulous in
her work which resulted in an
extremely smooth running
operation. She had a great sense of
humour and was always up for a
laugh, especially with Mr
McCloskey and Mr Lenaghan! Linda
enjoys spending time with her three
little great-nephews and did the
school run every morning with
them before starting work at Lagan
for the day, and this is something
that she continues to do each
morning. We wish Linda all the very
best for the future and know that
she will make the most of her early
retirement by visiting far off places
and spending time with family and
friends.

Frances Cottney
Where do I begin? When I think of Mrs Cottney
many adjectives spring to mind. Committed,
caring, kind, dedicated, hard-working, loyal, and
most of all, our true friend.

Mrs Cottney has worked in the College for what
has felt like the past 700 years!

Frances joined our school in 1991, originally as a
German teacher. We were fortunate when she
showed an interest in the Learning Support
Department where she has been a valuable
asset for the past 11 years, and also a great
friend to us all. Mrs Cottney’s students will
remember her as someone who always insisted
on capital letters and full stops and then
promptly rewarded them with a seemingly
endless supply of chocolate. It is understandable

that the
children
nicknamed
her ‘Mrs
Wonka’!

On a
personal note
some of my
best times
spent in the
college were
assisting Mrs
Cottney with a
Year 9 French
class. Frances
made me feel
truly valued

and was well able to scold a difficult pupil when
necessary… he was never rude again... she has
the gift of being both fair and firm. Those that know
Frances will be aware that she has a wicked
sense of humour and that makes her great fun to
be around. I will miss her laughter and the
nickname she had for me ‘Kathy Squawker’!

Over the many years Frances has befriended
many of the staff that joined our department.
One in particular I recall clearly was Mr Mark
Knipe, husband of Mrs Knipe. Frances took a
great shine towards Mark. Mrs Knipe, just a
word of warning, keep him hidden, you’ve got
competition! And Frances has more time on her
hands now… (Only joking Frances).

Whenever times became difficult, as they
sometimes do, there were always a special few
words of advice... “Whatever you say, say nothing!”
However forgive me on this occasion, because I
need to say Frances, that I will miss you sorely. We
will miss your friendly smile, your chat, your
amazing broccoli bakes. Lagan College will miss
the quiet way in which you have worked tirelessly
for the benefit of all your students.

Frances, you will be terribly missed, but we know
you will be happy in your wellies working on the
farm in Hillsborough, supporting David and the
boys and spending time with your dear Mum.
Mrs Cottney you are a true Lagan Legend we
wish you all the very best and good health and
happiness to enjoy your early retirement.

Mrs Walker and Mrs Moreland
Learning Support Department

Alan Nesbitt
Alan came to Lagan College to work as an Assistant
Building Supervisor in November 2004, though Alan’s
connection to the school goes further back as both his
daughters, Paula and Alannah, had both been pupils at
the College. 

Pupils will have fond memories of his good humour whilst
driving the mini-bus and his positive attitude and friendly
manner. 

We wish him all the very best for the future and know that
he will be enjoying time spent with his daughters, and on
the golf course.

FAREWELLS...
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Sheena Black
Mrs Black and I joined the Lagan College staff in
September 2000.  We were part of a group of
seventeen new teachers that started that year.  I
remember looking around the staffroom that
first morning and one person stood out because
of her flamboyant dress style, her dramatic
gestures and the hearty laugh that could be
heard all around the staffroom.  This was my
first encounter with Sheena Black, the new
drama teacher.  She was everything I imagined
a drama teacher should be. 

In November of that year, my own family
received some sad news and I will never forget
Mrs Black’s kindness to me.  She reminded me
it was Christmas and offered to take my two
young boys to the cinema to see “101
Dalmatians” so I could shop for their presents.  I
accepted her offer but wasn’t sure they would
go since they hadn’t met her before.  Imagine
my shock when she arrived at my door to
collect them dressed as Cruella De Ville. 

I was convinced there was no way the boys
would go with her but they soon recognised her
warmth and kindness.  They took her hand and
set off to the cinema.  This thoughtful gesture
cemented our friendship.

As a teacher she always gave 100% to her
students, encouraging them to express
themselves and do their best.  Students had
numerous opportunities to perform and
observe professional performances. Over the
years there were regular trips to theatres in
London.  Her husband and right hand man,
Willis, was also a real friend to Lagan College.
He happily assisted at many drama
performances, sorting lighting and sound.  It
was not unusual to see items of furniture from
their family home being transported in and out
of school for the set.  

A highlight for senior students was the annual
end of term visit to Mrs Black’s home, where
they were made welcome by her family and
provided with refreshments and entertainment.
I had the privilege of being at her home recently
when past pupils called to say thank you and
share their wonderful experience of Mrs Black’s
drama classes.  

Mrs Black has left many of us with unforgettable
memories that bring a smile for a variety of
reasons.  She was definitely one of a kind and
will be missed. 

Mrs S McKee

Gerry Lenaghan
Mr Lenaghan joined the staff of Lagan College on 1st September 1992 as a teacher of
Spanish. Gerry was famous for his talent of calling the dances at the legendary Lagan
Ceili every year, for his ‘whities’, for his Tesco uniform (he frequently wore a blue shirt with
a red tie) and for calling the pupils “puddins”. He is loved by staff and students alike for
his good nature and fantastic sense of humour and will be greatly missed by us all. 

Despite our differences Gerry and I became great friends. I love football, Gerry hates it; I
am Protestant, Gerry is Catholic. We did, however, have many things in common such as
our love of live music, our love of the outdoors and of course we are both renowned for
our love of ‘a bit of craic’! However, there are many more things on the second list... the
other stuff didn’t matter because we are friends. And that is the important thing. 

The Art Department recently bumped into Gerry at the RUA Exhibition at the Ulster
Museum, where he was giving a guided tour to a group of Spanish visitors. We know
that he will not be lacking in things to fill his time!  Adios Senór Lenaghan, we wish you
all the very best for the future!

Mr J McCloskey

FREE TRIAL AVAILABLE
Enjoy  the cool, clean, crisp taste of...

12 Church Place, Lurgan, BT66 6EY   Tel: 028 3822 3392    Fax: 028 3832 2078
e-mail: info@classic-mineral-water.com    www.classic-mineral-water.com

FAREWELLS...
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A GROUP OF LAGAN COLLEGE
PUPILS’ COUNCIL WERE GIVEN THE
PRIVILEGE OF A TOUR OF OUR
NEW SCHOOL, COURTESY OF
GRAHAMS CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY.

We were delighted to wear some really
groovy protection gear such as hard helmets,
steel-toed wellies, a florescent yellow jacket,
plastic glasses and rubber gloves. After the
health and safety briefing, we could see why
we needed it all!  We were shown an
astonishing array of spacious classrooms,
modern staircases (some even spiral!), an

open-plan cafe, a state of the art Sports Hall,
amazing astro-turf pitches and even the new
chaplaincy- WHICH HAS A BALCONY!!!  One of
the unique features of the new school which
was highlighted to us on our tour were the
huge windows each classroom had, bringing
in natural light and presenting beautiful views
of the National Trust land surrounding our
school that we too often take for granted. 

We also learned how Grahams Construction
takes real care to look after the environment
by recycling waste materials and restricting
the cutting down of trees to certain times of
the year to protect the wildlife. They actively

look out for protected species such as red
squirrels and endangered birds so they can
continue to call the new school’s surrounding
areas their home. 

On behalf of the Pupils’ Council, I would like to
thank Nuala, Grahams’ community liaisons
officer, and Henry Doyle, who is Grahams’
Project Manager for giving us an insightful,
and sometime humorous, tour of the new site.
Pupils’ Council members really appreciated
them taking the time to make the tour
possible.  It was a day not easily forgotten!
We are very excited about seeing the new
school completed in June 2013.

NEW 
BUILDING

Tribute to Frank
Carson

Frank Carson,85, who
sadly died on
Wednesday 22
February 2012, after a
long battle with
stomach cancer, was
a great supporter of
integrated education.
He, with his son, Tony,
established a Carson
Bursary Award
Scheme to promote
creative and artistic
endeavour in students
in integrated schools.
As an entertainer and
comedian, he was a
great believer in
reaching audiences
on both sides of the
community.  Loyal to
his Irish roots, he
never forgot his native
Belfast.  The staff, students and parents of Lagan College pay tribute to
his tremendous generosity and life-long commitment in helping young
people find a better future.  His family said of him:  “It’s quieter down
here now.  God help them up there!”

IN MEMORY OF...

• Fire Extinguisher Sales & Service

• Specialist Fire/Safety Training Courses

• Approved External Training Provider

• Safety Signage

• Dry Riser Testing

• Fire Alarms Sales & Service

• UK Fire Association Members

Unit 3, 53a Loan Road, Cullybackey
Ballymena BT42 1PS

Tel: 028 2588 1010
Belfast: 07976569157  Coleraine: 07919123535

Email: abcguardian@hotmail.co.uk

GUARDIAN
FIRE PROTECTION AND TRAINING SPECIALISTS
A B C
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THE TERM ‘LAGAN LEGEND’ OR ‘INTELLIGENT
ROGUE’ (AS HE LIKED TO BE KNOWN) SEEM
INSUFFICIENT WHEN DESCRIBING JOE
KILLEN. INSPIRING AND SHAPING YOUNG
MINDS WAS A TRUE VOCATION THAT HE
WAS DEDICATED TO FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS.
JOE STARTED WORK IN LAGAN COLLEGE IN
SEPTEMBER 1994 AND HIS MISSION WAS TO
INSPIRE HIS PUPILS TO LOVE LITERATURE AS
MUCH AS HE DID. I HAVE NEVER MET
ANOTHER TEACHER SO MOTIVATED AND
DILIGENT.

Joe’s wife, Rachel, reminded me of the effort Joe
put into preparing Year Head assemblies. Whilst
Rachel was trying to sleep, Joe was often
quizzing her about how to perfect his
Powerpoints which even included old movie clips
of himself. Joe was so proud of his two
daughters, Charlotte & Becky, and envied his
eldest daughter’s entreprenurial skills, as, despite
his multiple efforts, she was a much more
effective Ebay seller than him, which we loved to
tease him about, along with his relentless love of
car boot sales!

It is a testament to Joe’s influence and the respect
with which he was held that the entire school
came to a standstill on Monday 26th March 2012
as children grieved, thought of innovative ways to
commemorate him and plastered the outside of
his classroom with dedications centering on his
paternal and caring nature. Past pupils
also left dedications for Joe conveying the impact
he had on them. One of Joe’s favourite past
pupils, Lili Savage wrote:

“My heart is broken. You were a symbol of
strength, of courage, of light in my life and of
those around you. You supported me like a
father, like a mentor. Words fail me. Although you
showed me their beauty, their power, I feel they
have failed me. I can’t describe my adoration for
you as a person. My thoughts and deepest condolences are with
your family. May you rest in peace, I’ll see you on the other side.”

Joe not only touched the lives of his pupils; he was a much loved and
highly regarded friend to all staff. Joe was the hinge-pin of the English

Department – whatever you needed – Joe was your man. Whether it
was a shoulder to cry on, a brilliant resource, a good idea or in my
case ‘a rant and a rave’, Joe was only too happy to oblige. Joe’s role
in the English Department is irreplaceable – a light has gone out and
the English Department is now a darker place.

Joe’s love of sport, namely marathons, pool and football ebbed into
Lagan life when he ran for charity. He practised this by running from
one end of the school site to another to prove how busy he
continually was! He loved staff football in the Arena on a Friday after
school and particularly loved a really dirty game where he could hack
the ankles of unsuspecting opponents, earning him the nickname of
‘Killer Killen!’

Many staff and pupils have a final memory of Joe on the Friday
before he died as he played in the “Staff vs Pupils” football match in
aid of Sport Relief. As our Head Boy, Michael Morrow, put it: Mr Killen
playing football is like Danny Devito playing Rambo – he’s ferocious!

I will remember Joe for his sense of humour and banter and, of
course, his incessant overuse of ellipsis and exclamation marks! His
competitive streak during our wee Table Tennis Tournaments was
aggressive and sneaky to say the least. I will miss his friendship, his
comfort when I was in distress, his creativity and all the big belly
laughs. Mrs Russell will miss his dramatic yawning through her

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOE KILLEN

Year 11 students wrote personal messages on sky
lanterns and released them at Henry Jones playing
fields, in memory of their former Head of Year.
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window. Miss Poland will miss his
impersonations of her culchie accent. Mrs
Lowry will miss his downloading expertise
and support. Mrs Knipe will miss her coffee
buddy. Mrs Cowie will miss his sardonic wit
and Mrs Beckett will miss her friend of
eighteen years. We will miss him but we
know the angels in heaven will be enjoying
Kids’ Lit quizzes and Mastermind
competitions, as well as hearing Joe’s poetic
and creative compositions. We are so
honoured to have had him in our lives and
we know we abused our privilege at times
by keeping him away from his family.

Joe has taught us how the untimely death of
a true real life superhero puts life into
perspective and this is perhaps the greatest
lesson of all.

Ms Melanie Bell

MR KILLEN
He brought me round
The school
On my first day
and we chattered and laughed
THAT WAS MR. KILLEN
In times of rejoicing
and times of feeling blue
He was the teacher
With whom we talked
Things through
THAT WAS MR. KILLEN
Lagan is a sad place
Today
Our Mr Killen
Has gone away
A beautiful life
Has come to an end
We lost our teacher and our friend
Looking at the sky tonight
Why did you disappear?
The brightest star
Winked back at me and said I’m
here
THAT WAS MR. KILLEN

Christina Robinson
Year 12

Staff and students, both past and present,
leave messages and flowers in memory

of Mr Killen outside his classroom.
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30th

The past pupils were given the opportunity to sit in on Year 8 lessons,
have a tour of the College campus and catch up with teachers who
had taught them when they were at school. Listening to their stories
of life at Lagan College in the 80s highlighted just how far our school
has come in the last 30 years and it was great to hear them talk
about how going to an integrated school had helped shape their
lives. In the 1980s their buses were regularly attacked on the route to
school as there was opposition to the idea of children from all
denominations being educated under the one roof. It’s a far cry from
where we are today, with around 60 Integrated Schools and
Colleges in existence in Northern Ireland. The past pupils and their
parents really are to be commended, as without their determination
and dedication, we may not be celebrating 30 years of Integrated
Education this year. Many thanks to all of them for coming to visit us;
it really was a delight for our staff and students to have them here. 

BLAST FROM THE PAST!
LAGAN COLLEGE KICKED OFF ITS 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS IN SEPTEMBER WITH A
VISIT FROM TEN OF ITS PAST PUPILS FROM THE 1981/1982 YEAR GROUPS.

Lagan College past pupils
with current Year 8 students.

Niall McFerron, Rona Bryson, Stephen Algie, Sarah
Walker, Lorna McBurney, Colin Rainey, Anna Hamilton,
Neil Gilliland, Andrew Campbell & Richard Sherry

Mrs Smyth, Anna
Hamilton and
Lorna McBurney

Andrew Campbell,
Mr McFadden and
Colin Rainey

ANN I V E R SARY
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TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

AS PART OF OUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS, 220
YEAR 8 STUDENTS WALKED ALONG THE LAGAN TOW PATH
FROM SHAWS BRIDGE TO THE SCOUT HALL AT
ARDNAVALLEY, THE VERY FIRST ‘HOME’ OF LAGAN COLLEGE
WAY BACK IN 1981. 

Year 8 students walk from Shaws Bridge to the Ardnavalley Scout Hall.

Mrs Hegarty, Mrs Killick & Mrs Verwoerd.

Mrs McNamee (Principal), Mrs Jellett, Mr
McFadden, Mrs Mulholland, Mrs Hegarty, Mrs
Donaldson, Mrs Verwoerd (Chaplain), Mrs Toner,
Mrs Killick (Chaplain) and Mrs MacParland. 

Mrs Jellett, Mrs McNamee
(Principal), past pupil Claire
Bailey and Daisy Jones, Year 8.

30th

A N N I V E R S A R Y

There, they were met by founding teacher, Mrs Margaret Jellett, the first
Principal’s Secretary, Mrs Anne Hegarty, and founding parents, Mrs
Maeve Mulholland, Mrs Donaldson and Mrs Toner .The students all
squeezed into the Scout Hall and listened to stories of just how difficult
things were back in the 1980s, not just in Lagan College, but in Northern
Ireland as a whole. It was fantastic to hear some of their stories and
experiences of the school in those very early days and the students
were treated to some video footage that had been taken of the students
and staff. The images of Mr McFadden in his very short ‘shorts’,
teaching a PE lesson, caused much amusement among both students
and staff! We also had a surprise visit from past pupil, Claire Bailey, who
heard about the event and decided to come along and catch up with
her former art teacher, Mrs Jellett!

VOICES15
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What year did you start Lagan
College?
1981 

Further Education/qualifications?
A mixture of CSE, GCSE and O levels.
Various City and Guilds in the
Hospitality/ Catering Industry 
Diploma Hotel Management 

Current job/what have you been
doing since leaving Lagan College? 
After leaving Lagan College, I spent
the next couple of years at the College
of Business Studies in Belfast studying
Hospitality/Catering. The experience
gained here gave me the confidence
within the industry and the opportunity
to travel which I grabbed with both
hands and did not return back to
Belfast for nearly 15 years. 

I first went to London where I worked in
the Cumberland Hotel Marble Arch as
a trainee manager and then moved to
Galway where I spent the next 3 years
partying and studying for a diploma in
hotel management. From Galway, I
then travelled to the Black Forest in
Germany. Falling in love with the small
town of Oberkirch, I stayed for the next
2 years and discovered my calling in
life. It was here I learned to cook.

I then briefly came back home to help
my parents open Rayanne House, a
guesthouse and restaurant in
Holywood and during this short time
at home, I re-met my first childhood
sweetheart, Bernie. Together, we both
went to New York and for the next 10
years, we called this place home.
They say New York is the melting pot
of the world and, as a chef, this could
not be truer. The experience of so
many cultures and fabulous flavours
has been invaluable to not only my
career but life in general.

Bernie and I married in 1998 and have
since created 3 little monsters, Edina,
Conor Og and Fintan. 

We returned back to Belfast in 2003
and purchased the family business,
Rayanne House. Over the last 10
years, we have lovingly restored and
extended this old building which
dates back to 1883, modernising the
bedrooms and developing the
restaurant. Rayanne is a full on 24/7
business. Although a lot of work, it
brings great satisfaction and still gives
me the opportunity to meet some
wonderful people from all over the

Conor McClelland

world, also providing the chance to still get away and
travel. Last year, I was cooking in California along
with some TV work and was also asked to cater an
event and give a speech in London at the Olympics. 

Rayanne House is currently the only 5 Star guesthouse
in Northern Ireland; the Restaurant was rated in the
top 5 in Ulster 2012 and I was delighted to be listed in
the top four Chefs in Ulster at The Food and Wine
Magazines Restaurant of the Year Awards 2012.

Memories of school?
My memories of Lagan, of which there are many, are
generally very good (despite the fact that it was
school.) Before the school actually opened, the first
28 pupils were invited to a picnic during the summer
at the Giants Ring, just outside Belfast. It was here we
first all met each other, the principal, teachers, pupils
and the “Worlds Media.” I couldn’t really understand
what all the fuss was about. All the main local
stations were there, plus TV crews from the USA,
Germany and France etc. It was very exciting. This
was the beginning of my TV career at Lagan and,
from here on, I seemed to get picked for most of the
media interviews over the next 5 years, purely on my
ability to talk/waffle, much to the annoyance of my
teachers, I am sure.    

The first term of Lagan was in a Scout Hall in
Ardnavalley and, for the first few months, we had to
dodge daily protesters by having secret entrances
and exits through the woods; along with armed
police protection at break time, this all became very
normal, yet, looking back, surreal. Many of my
fondest memories were school trips; in the summer
of 1st year, we stayed with various families in
Amsterdam which was a brilliant holiday. About 10
pupils were chosen to go London and make 4
episodes of Speak Out, a current affairs programme
for teenagers, hosted by John Craven where we got
to meet loads of celebrities, including David Bellamy
and the cast from Eastenders. 

On another occasion, 3 other pupils and I travelled to
London and spoke at the House of Lords to try and
get government funding for integrated education in
Northern Ireland. I also remember getting snowed in
at school when we moved premises to the top of
Church Road. The snow was feet deep and the buses
regularly were unable to get to or from the school, a
great excuse for a day off. The first Lagan College
mini bus had holes on the floor; you could literally see
the ground as you drove and when it rained, those at
the back got soaked and covered in an oily muck that
you could never wash out of your white school shirts. 

My best memories, though, are of the people. We
were like one big family including the teachers. The
cigar smoking Mrs Greenfield is still an inspiration to
me along with Mr Lambkin, whom I never really
appreciated until later in life. The late Mrs Budd was
a star and I have some lovely memories of Mr Curtis,
Mr Burns, Mr McKee, Mrs Jellet’s art class in a
garage, Mrs Griffith, Mrs Toman and, of course, my
class mates. I wish you all the very best.  

Conor McClelland

Can you share with us some of your
memories from school?
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What year did you start Lagan College?
1982

Further Education/qualifications?
Mixture of CSE 'O'Levels

Current job/what have you been doing
since leaving Lagan College?
On Leaving Lagan College in 1987 1 took
up employment in Tobacco Sales as a
Vending Sales representative. After 18
months, I was promoted to the position of
Sales Representative covering an extensive
area. During this employment I was 'hi
jacked' twice 'in Great Victoria Street and
my car and cigarettes were stolen.

My parents had a holiday bungalow in
Co. Donegal and I spent many weekends
there. In 1992 1 left Tobacco Sales and
Belfast and moved permanently to live in
Co. Donegal where I married Olga in
October that year. We have a daughter,
Grace, now 18 years of age. I was then
employed in BMG Hardware and DIY as
a Salesman. In 1993 1 trained as a Fire
Fighter and am still employed with
Donegal Fire Service. Being interested in
Tourism, Olga and I acquired a Mobile
Home Holiday Park, which we still own.
For a few years, we also had a Guest
House but decided to retire from that
business. Instead, we have two houses
which we lease.

Memories of school?
I have lovely memories of Lagan College
as I met so many pupils from different

backgrounds which has been a great
advantage to me when dealing with the
public. When at School I enjoyed
travelling into the City Centre where I met
with my friends to travel to Lagan College
on the special bus. I always had great
fun and laughter on that bus.

With a group of students from Lagan
College I went to London to appear on
the "Speak Out 'programme on BBC
which covered our thoughts for the future
of Northern Ireland.

I am extremely proud to be able to
inform people that I was a pupil at the
first Integrated School in Northern
Ireland, and I am delighted to see it
prospering.

I think if children were united at a young
age Northern Ireland would be a better
place.

On my first day at Lagan College Mrs.
Greenfield introduced me to Alastair
Linehan and we formed a great
relationship. We kept in touch after
leaving school but, unfortunately, he was
killed in a motorbike accident. His

mother, Cecil, was the founder member
of "All Children Together" which formed
Lagan College. My late grandmother was
a founder member of "Women Together"
and I thank them for introducing me to
integration.

Neil Gilliland

Neil Gilliland 
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What year did you start Lagan College? 
1984

Further Education/qualifications?
My school year was the last year in which you
were unable to continue A-levels/Further
education after 5th form.  Sadly, I had to leave
my friends and do my A-levels at Wellington
College. I continued my education doing
various secretarial/adminstration courses to
HND Level.

Current job/what have you been doing
since leaving Lagan College? 
After I had completed my further education, I
started work in the Workers’ Educational
Association, working my way up to the post of
Secretary to the Assistant Director.  But after
seven years, I decided it was time for a
change; my father spotted a very small
advertisement in the Belfast Telegraph looking
for a Club Ulster Administrator at Ravenhill.  I
didn’t know anything about rugby, but went
for the job, and got it.  The coach at the time,
Harry Williams, asked me at the interview
“What did I know about rugby?” Well, I was
hardly going to bluff the Head Coach of the
European Cup Champions so I told him the
truth, that I knew nothing.  Which was
probably a good thing, as I didn’t know whom
international players such as David
Humphreys and Andy Ward were; to me they
were guys of a similar age.

After thirteen years, I am still working at
Ulster Rugby as Team Administration
Coordinator, located at the team’s training
base at Newforge Country Club with the
Ulster Rugby players and Management Staff.
It is my responsibility to organise the team
with their away travel, corporate and
sponsor duties, PR events, weekly schedule
and budgets. As any working mum will
know, it is difficult to balance a full time job
with full time parenthood (I have three
children under the age of 10). But there is no
job I would rather do and I love the variety
each day that the job brings. I go into
Newforge and not one day is the same;
there are new challenges every day.  

Memories of school?
Going to Lagan College in its early days meant
that it was a small school, where the Principal,
Mrs. Greenfield, knew everyone. It was a nice
personal touch.  Being a small school also
meant that the facilities weren’t that big. In
fact, the majority of the school was made out
of port-a-cabins, but something we got used
to. Sadly, I didn’t get the chance to move to the
new site at Lisnabreeny.

Mr. Agnew’s English Classes were the best, a bit
different from other classes, where all we
seemed to do was comprehension.  I remember

making a very trendy wooden eggcup in Mr.
McKee’s CDT class – I am sure my mum was
delighted with that gift. Due to the size of the
Manse Road site, we had our entire PE in the
Henry Jones Playing Fields, across the road from
the school.  Cross Country was one of our class
pet hates, and Mrs. Redpath would have stood
at the steps of the building watching us run.  But
our saving grace was the forest, which was out
of her sight, where we walked slowly to catch
our breath before the final sprint to the end.  

There was a lot of media interest at the
school and it was a regular event for TV
crews to be filming at the school. Different
pupils would be called out of class to speak
in front of the camera.

My lasting memory of Lagan College is of
my friends, who have kept together all these
years. This year, four of us went on a break
to Rome, without husbands or children, to
celebrate our respective fortieth birthdays.
Even more special was that I met my future
husband, Richard Sherry, at a Lagan College
Reunion in the Drumkeen Hotel in 1990, and,
only last week, we were at the Lagan
College Open Day, hoping that our daughter
will be lucky enough to get into such a great
school.  If she does, I hope she will have as
many lasting memories as her dad and I
have had!

Sarah Sherry (nee McLean)

Sarah McLean (now Sherry)

My old boss, the then Ulster
Rugby coach Brian McLaughlin.

Celebrating with the Ulster
Rugby team after the
Heineken Semi-Final match
at the Aviva Stadium, Dublin.

With my husband Richard, who is a
founder pupil of Lagan College
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‘BLOOD
BROTHERS’
TRIP
MAUREEN NOLAN STILL IN THE
MOOD FOR DANCING!

The three Year 12 English Literature classes
went to The Grand Opera House on the
evening of Wednesday 28th March to see their
set GCSE text of ‘Blood Brothers’, in
performance. This was a gruelling day as it
was the day of Mr Killen’s funeral but our
students ‘did us proud’ by still wanting to
attend in honour of Mr Killen. Mr Killen’s class
met in Subway prior to the performance (a
meeting organised by Mr Killen) and reflected
on the passing of their beloved English teacher.
Many pupils had to travel back from Kilkeel in
time for the performance and their time and
effort was testament to their feelings for Mr
Killen. Mr Killen’s class was accompanied by
Mrs McNamee and Mr McNally. Ms Bell’s class
was joined by Mrs Mills and Mrs Lowry joined
Mrs Cowie with her class. 

Written by Willy Russell, the legendary ‘Blood
Brothers’ tells the captivating and moving tale
of twins who, separated at birth, grow up on
opposite sides of the tracks, only to meet
again with tragic consequences. The UK tour
(a Bill Kenwright production) starred Maureen
Nolan as Mrs Johnstone and was directed by
Bob Tomson. When interviewed regarding the
role of Mrs Johnstone, Maureen Nolan said:

“I saw the musical 18 times before I took on
this role. I’m something of a Blood Brothers
stalker really,” says Maureen, the fourth Nolan
sister to assume the role of Mrs Johnstone in
Willy Russell’s catchy yet heart-wrenching tale
about the fate of boy twins. I’d say there’s
friendly rivalry between us sisters with Bernie,
Denise and Linda having played the part
before. But they’re all very supportive actually.”
“I can empathise with Mrs Johnstone and
maybe see something of my own mother in
her. She adores her kids and as long as they’re

all right she feels she can cope with anything.
She struggles to get by and I can understand
that. My mother brought up eight of us on a
council estate in Dublin before we moved to
Blackpool.”

In ‘Blood Brothers’, the strapped-for-cash, all
singing and dancing Mrs Johnstone discovers
she is pregnant for the eighth time. When she
gives birth to twin boys, she gives one of them

to her rich employer and
brings up the other son in
her own household. They
turn out very differently -
one goes to university and
looks set for success; the
other ends up in jail.
When they fall for the
same girl, tragedy
beckons. The musical
examines the idea of
nature versus nurture:
Mickey and Eddie turn
out very differently - but
is this because of their
upbringings or because

of some other essential difference?
All the while, the music is addictive, upbeat,
then pulling on the heart strings, with
Maureen Nolan bringing warmth and highly
trained vocal chords to the role of the
redoubtable Mrs Johnstone. Besides
“adoring” the music and action of Blood
Brothers, Maureen says she thrives on the
response of the live audience:

“It’s amazing every night to look out and see
the emotion on people’s faces. There aren’t
many jobs where everybody applauds you at
the end - that’s pretty great.”

We can testify to the applauding. Indeed,
there was a standing ovation at the end of our
performance. Mr McNally was on hand with
tissues as we experienced the tragic-comedy
effects of both laughing until we cried and
being so moved we were uncontrollably
sobbing! The evening’s entertainment was a
huge success, both in terms of revising the
text and being thoroughly entertained!

Ms M Bell
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Over the past seven years, Lagan College
Year 8 pupils have raised over £24,500 for
Readathon. The money is split between two
charities: CLIC Sargent and The Roald Dahl
Foundation. Roald Dahl loved Readathon,
particularly because it let children read what
they wanted to. Michael Rosen, Children’s
Laureate, states: “The world’s wisdom is in
books. Get children excited in books and then
they’ll get the world’s wisdom.” The money
raised is not used for medical research.
Instead, it is used to help victims and their
families cope with horrific diseases such as:
cancer, Hodgkin’s disease, leukaemia,
epilepsy, blood disorders or head injuries. The
two charities will send people into the family’s
home to help with general household chores
or even just to be there to support the family. It
helps mums and dads with transport to visit
hospital, household costs, wheelchairs,
special nurses and social workers. They also
make dreams come true for children by
sending them on holidays and trips. Our
money has enabled a sick child to make
happy memories in a very unhappy and
painful time in their life. For the seventh year
running, Lagan College pupils eagerly
participated in the Readathon challenge! Year
8 pupils were excused from regular English
lessons, in favour of reading. The pupils read
books and got sponsored to do it! During the
week, many friends, family members and
hapless passers by were ‘hit’ for sponsorship
money.

WORLD BOOK DAY
Similarly to last year, in order to actively
promote reading in the College, Readathon
and World Book Day were celebrated
together in style! Instead of their boring old
teachers’ clothes, the English Department
decided to dress up as their favourite literary
characters! Year 12 pupils were warmly

greeted by Curley’s wife (Mrs
Grant) during English classes.
Daisy Buchanan (Mrs Cowie)
couldn’t help bursting into the
Charleston at every opportunity
which was driving Anne of
Green Gables (Mrs
Knipe) batty! The Big
Bad Wolf (Mr Killen)
encouraged by
Cruella Deville, (Mrs
Beckett) tried to eat
poor, unsuspecting
Little Red Riding
Hood (Mrs Russell).
Dorothy (Miss Poland)
and Toto came to the
rescue as Maid
Marion (Ms M Bell)
and Cleopatra (Mrs
Lowry) were too busy
discussing which of
their latest suitors
deserved their quality
company! What a
successful and
eventful World Book
Day – we can’t wait
until next year!

READATHON AWARDS
Combining a love of reading with raising
money for charity proved extremely beneficial
this year. For the English Department,
Readathon is not just about raising money, it’s
about raising readers! In a Special Awards
Assembly, prizes were presented to those who
raised the most money. Some individuals
made outstanding contributions: Panashe
Vellum of 8RS raised an impressive £81 and
Beth Campbell, also of 8MCM, raised an
amazing £84. Special mention goes to
Jassmyn Cairns of 8MTN for raising the

highest amount with a staggering £90. Well
done! 8OCN were successful in raising the
highest class total with a whopping £660.11.
Ms Bell was victorious as the teacher of the
class who raised the most! Mrs Brenda
Dawson, Assistant Bursar, was also warmly
thanked by Ms Bell for her hard work and
support and, much to her embarrassment,
was also presented with a prize! Jennifer
Black from CLIC Sargent kindly agreed to
come and receive the cheque. She praised
and warmly congratulated Year 8 pupils and
was overwhelmed with the magnificent
amount Lagan pupils had raised - £3545. She
was particularly impressed that Lagan pupils
have raised over £24,500 for the Readathon

appeal over the last seven years
- a fabulous achievement!
Readathon annually contributes
to sick and disabled children
and, without it, there would be
more very miserable children in
the world. In the words of
Michael Rosen, Children’s
Laureate, “If you read, the world
is yours!” All pupils who took part
in the Readathon should be very
proud of themselves – you have
created an immense challenge
for next year!

Ms M Bell

WORLD BOOK DAY
& READATHON 2012
READATHON IS A CHARITY THAT RUNS THE UK’S BIGGEST SPONSORED
READING CAMPAIGN. IT PROVIDES A STIMULATING FOCUS FOR
RECREATIONAL READING AND RAISES MONEY FOR SERIOUSLY ILL CHILDREN.
AS THE NATIONAL LITERARY TRUST STATES: “READING FOR PLEASURE HAS
BEEN REVEALED AS THE MOST IMPORTANT INDICATOR OF THE FUTURE
SUCCESS OF A CHILD.”
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HAVE YOU EVER WATCHED QUESTION
TIME ON TV AND HAD A BURNING
QUESTION YOU WANTED TO PUT TO
THE PANEL?  WELL, ON 15TH MARCH,
YEAR 13 LAGAN COLLEGE STUDENTS
HAD JUST THAT OPPORTUNITY!

Ok, so it wasn’t actually Question Time but
the panel was an eclectic mix of local
experts, celebrities and authorities on the
subject of university tuition fees.  The event
was hosted by the brilliant John Daly but
was organised in large part by the Head
Boy/Girl teams of three local schools:  Our
Lady and St Patrick’s College, Knock,
Grosvenor Grammar School and Lagan
College.

The three teams of students organised the
debate on the topic: “Are Tuition Fees
Worth It?”  Arrangements for venue,
transport and publicity were made as well
as securing appearances from Dr Stephen
Farry, Minister of Employment and
Learning; Mr Peter Johnson, Director of
BBC NI; Ms Connie Craig, Finance Advisor
QUB and “Jedi” Jim Eastwood, from “The
Apprentice”.

John Daly ably engaged the combined Year
13 audience, canvassing opinions and
questions from the students.  Each panellist
had 5 minutes to introduce their views on

the subject of tuition fees and the value of
university before questions were taken from
the floor. The Year 13 enjoyed Jim
Eastwood’s many trademark clichés,
“there’s more than one way to skin a cat”
and “the goalposts have moved”.  He
finished his oration with a rousing, “Just get
stuck in!”

Students felt that Dr Stephen Farry was
typically elusive in his answers, especially
when it came to commenting on the recent
11% pay rise that MLAs have been
awarded! Overall, he was very positive
about the experience of university and
pointed to the fact that it had been his
decision to freeze tuition fees (at
£3000/year) for students attending
university in Northern Ireland.

Mr Peter Johnston emphasised that it was
perfectly fine to change your choice of
career; he noted that he had trained as a
chemical engineer but that his career path
had taken him into journalism. He explained
that many of the jobs advertised by the BBC
specified a university degree but that work
experience and “on the job” training could
provide an alternative entry route.

Connie Craig was perceived to be the most
forthright.  She treated the event as a
debate and gave her own opinions frankly.

She began by reading an article by a
university professor whose five children had
all taken different career paths including
trades as well as university education. Ten
years later, the only person able to afford
his own house was the son who had
become a plumber. Connie recounted how
she had contacted the professor for an
update and found that all of his children
had jobs but that, currently, the most
successful of the five was the one who had
a Chemistry degree.  However, it had taken
him ten years to earn more than his sibling
who had been the plumber. When asked
what she would do if she was a sixth-
former now, Connie surprised everybody by
saying, “I would get a job and do a part-
time degree.”

Thanks must go to all the people who were
involved from Lagan College in making this
such an enjoyable and worthwhile event,
including Miss Atkinson, Mr Strain, all Year
13 Sixth Form tutors and Mr Elliot (for the
poster).  Thanks also to the students who
asked questions (Uroosa, Katie, Shannen
and Catriona) and our Head Boy and Girl
(Michael and Felicity). Special mention must
go to Mr Jim Doyle of OLSPCK who worked
tirelessly behind the scenes.  The event was
positively received by all who attended and
sets a high standard for any further events
of this nature to follow.

YEAR 13 SYMPOSIUM:
‘ARE TUITION FEES WORTH IT?’
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CHARITY
COPE
The Year 11 Cope class recently raised £40
from a ‘crafty’ and enterprising sale of hand-
made Christmas cards. A proportion of the
proceeds will go to the Sierra Leone Charity
campaign.

Yr 12 enjoy a cultural trip to Queen’s University,
Botanic Gardens and the Ulster Museum.

NI HOSPICE
After a recent visit to the Northern Ireland
Hospice, I decided, along with my daughter,
Gillian, to hold a fund raising night, the
proceeds of which were to be divided
between the Simon Community, where Gillian
works, and The Northern Ireland Children’s
Hospice. Family and friends competed for the
honour of winning the table quiz, but it was a
team captained by Nicky Cowdy (who is a
brother of a past pupil, Adam Cowdy) and his
team, the Pirates, who eventually won.

We had a great time after the quiz with an
African Band getting the evening started,
followed by a disco and a ballot.

In total, £770 was raised!

12 FLN presented the cheque to a Hospice
representative. They have been learning
about the good work that the Hospice do as
part of their R.E. classes.

Many thanks to everyone who gave donations
or ballot prizes, and a special thanks to Mr
Barry McCann, who gave up his time to
referee for us, and Comber Recreational for
the use of their pitches and premises.

Mrs L Thomson

Right and Below: Luke Kelly and Joshua McCrainor,
Year 11, employ their' Young Apprentice' style sale

techniques on Mrs McNamee and Mrs McKee.
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As part of Lagan College’s attempt to raise money towards increasing access
to education in Sierra Leone, the Year 8s participated in a sponsored 5-a-side
tournament.  Each form class had the opportunity to pick 5 or 6 players to
battle on the hallowed turf that is the Assembly Hall.  The first round saw Mr
Killen’s class get a bye into the next round, whilst there were convincing
victories for 8CV, 8MTN and 8MCM.

The semi-final saw some incredible attacking play from all classes but, in the
end, only two teams could emerge sweaty and victorious.  8CV took on 8MTN
while the unknown 8KI were up against the favourites, 8MCM.

8MCM took an early lead and didn’t let up.  They were ruthless in front of goal
(especially Zidan Soh), showing their opponents no mercy and finally running
out 12-0 winners.  Mr Killen was later seen weeping quietly in his classroom.

8CV versus 8MTN was a slightly more exciting game.  8CV scored 4 on the trot,
leaving 8MTN a  mountain
to climb.  They climbed
that mountain somewhat
by scoring 2 in quick
succession but the effort
8MTN expunged in getting
themselves back into the
game left them tired and
they fell off the mountain,
back to earth.  8CV took
advantage of the weary
legs and gobbled up their
chances to win 9-4. 

The final was upon us.
The scene was set (the

Assembly Hall) and the players were in place (8MCM v 8CV).  Playing to a
packed out stadium, the players took to the field with nervous anticipation.  No-
one wanted to lose in the final, least of all 8MCM, whose teacher warned them
to bring back the trophy or  detentions would be given out (joking!).  The first
half was a cautious affair with 8CV having wild shots from anywhere and
8MCM trying to build up the play from the defence.  8CV took the lead with a
shot from the edge of the box.  8MCM replied almost immediately when the
perennial poacher, Jamie Nolan, poked the ball home from 2 yards out.  It
seemed destined to finish 1-1 and head to penalties, when, out of nowhere,
Aidan Gordon surged from midfield to hammer home what turned out to be
the winning goal. 

8CV had won but the real winners were the children of Sierra Leone.

Mr MacManus

YEAR 8 5-A-SIDE
CHARITY FOOTBALL
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Concern Worldwide is delighted
to receive support from Lagan
College.  Concern and Lagan
College enjoy a good relationship
and have worked together in
fundraising and through the
Justice Group for a number of
years. This offer of support for
education programmes in Sierra
Leone is very much appreciated.

Concern has been working in
Sierra Leone since 1996. Since
2003, Concern has been
implementing an education
programme in the Tonkolili
District. The programme currently
targets 96 schools. Sixty-six of
these have been supported since
2003 and 30 additional ones
were added to the programme in
2010, following an assessment of
two new chiefdoms. 

Wages for Education 
Programme Manager 

Distance education Tuition 
for 105 untrained teachers

10,000 text books 
for pupils 

Percentage of 
school construction

Percentage of furniture 
for schools

Purchase of 2 motorbikes for education staff
to reach remote areas

Training of SMCs, CWCs and students in all five
chiefdoms  on SRGBV issues and child rights

£17,400 for 3 years employment 
(£15k  almost covers it)

£143 each training (total £15,015). There will
be 650 teachers trained by 2014.

£1.50 per text book(23,760 books needed
over 3 year period)

Construction of one three roomed school
with hand washing facilities costs £58,485

Concern plan budgets £23,866 for furniture
over 3 year period

Total cost is £6730 (£3365 each)

Total is £15,446 (£7022 for 96 sessions with 
SMC & CWC &  £8424 for 96 sessions with
students (per school)) 

If Lagan College could raise circa £15,000 this would cover such costs as: 

Item/activity Cost 

Concern’s response to our approach and ideas:
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THE CHAPLAINCY & R.E. DEPT 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2011

Welcome Year 8!
We hope all of our Year 8 students settled in and enjoyed
their first year with us. We began the year with an
assembly to welcome them, focusing on how we become
friends, though we are from many different places, and
that we are ‘being built together into a place where God
lives’ (Ephesians, chapter 2). Later in the day, each student
was given the opportunity to design and decorate a clay
brick which is being put together to create a Year 8 Tower.
The designs are very creative and we look forward to
unveiling the ‘Tower’ soon!

Year 8 Assembly

At Junior Justice Group we learn about the lives of young people in other parts of the
world that are poorer than ours and the work of development agencies to improve their
lives. We had a guest speaker in September from Christian Aid. Dave Thomas shared his
experiences of working in different places in Africa and how important the work is. 

We also heard from our pen pals in Malawi. We received a package of letters from them
and will continue to exchange letters this year. This has been one of our favourite
activities! 

We meet every Thursday B at junior lunchtime in Mr Wishart’s room (U8). All students in
Year 8, 9 and 10 are welcome. Bring a packed lunch!

Junior Justice Groups

Justice League
Justice League is now open to all students in Years 11, 12, 13 and 14. We  began the year by
promoting our Harvest fundraising for the Sierra Leone Fund, which is being coordinated
by Mr Dowd while our new buildings are being constructed around us. We are also
finalising our application to become a Fairtrade school!

We meet every Wednesday during senior lunchtime in Mr McGuckin’s room (U5).

WE CELEBRATED HARVEST AT THE
BEGINNING OF OCTOBER. WE SPENT
SOME TIME CONSIDERING WITH
GRATITUDE ALL THE SMALL THINGS THAT
MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR LIVES AND
FOR THE WONDERFUL WORLD IN WHICH
WE LIVE.

In gratitude for all those who gave to make
our school possible and for the buildings
which are now coming our way, we also
launched a project that will continue for the
next 90 weeks until our new building is
opened. It is an important education project in
Sierra Leone. We started well, with the
traditional ‘harvest of coins’ raising almost
£700. 

Thank you for your generosity! We hope you
will continue to support this project over the
next few years, sharing the hope we have as
the new school buildings rise up around us
with others. Education has been shown to be
a very effective way to help people out of
poverty, giving them more life chances and a
happier, healthier life for them and their
families. 

A whole community benefits in health and
livelihoods from their children being educated.  

Harvest

Year 8 Assembly
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THIS YEAR WE LAUNCHED A NEW
INITIATIVE TO HELP OUR YOUNGER
STUDENTS RESOLVE THEIR CONFLICTS
AND RESTORE THEIR RELATIONSHIPS. 

A group of eleven Year 14 students
volunteered and participated in two days
of training to become our peer mediators!
This group have formed three Peer
Mediation Teams which work with Heads
of Year and students in Year 8, 9 and 10.
The teams were:

Year 8: Ashleigh Donnan, Jennifer
McHugh, Simon Elliott and William Skillen
Year 9: Oisin Jayat, Joshua Gill and Claire
Rattray   
Year 10: Declan Magee, Jack Holywood,
Rhiannon Stewart and Niamh Mulholland   

Thank you to them for volunteering their
time and energy to help our school
community be a happy place for all.

Peer Mediation Teams

IN AUGUST 2011, WE LED A
LEADERSHIP RESIDENTIAL FOR
OUR SENIOR PREFECT TEAM. WE
SPENT TWO DAYS AND TWO
NIGHTS AT THE FOLK AND
TRANSPORT MUSEUM, CULTRA. 

Here’s what Gareth Bartlett, our
Deputy Head Boy, had to say about
it:

The student leadership team took an
early end to the summer holidays to
take part in a residential in August
that aimed to gain vital leadership
and team work skills. Some outdoor
activities helped the student
leadership team attain these desired
skills involved in being part of a
team. For example, the team were all
connected to different parts of a long
rope that needed to be untangled;
this involved communication and
planning step, by step, each move
that needed to be made in order to
untangle the rope. Being put in a
situation that required the team to
communicate was important due to

the fact that throughout the school
terms, the student leadership team
will need to communicate to be an
efficient and effective leadership
team. 

However, the residential wasn’t just
about developing leadership skills. It
was also about remembering why
we love being a part of the Lagan
College school community and felt it
was important to reflect on moments
of why we are proud to be pupils of
Lagan College. During these
moments of reflection, we all agreed
on how important it was to make
sure we get the most out of the
unique opportunities our school
offers and came up with the slogan:
‘Make Something of It’. 

To sum up the residential, we
remembered why we are proud to be
part of the Lagan College community
and feel we are a well equipped and
capable student leadership team.
Most of all, we learnt that we have to
‘Make Something of It!’. 

Leadership Residential
By Gareth Barlett

I really enjoyed my time as a mediator; I
like to think I helped the younger pupils I
mediated to solve some problems with
some of their friends. It was an excellent
feeling when I knew I did help them to
solve their problems and to forgive each
other. Whether their problems were big or
small, they were still as important to each
individual within the conflict. Sometimes,
however, the conflict couldn’t be solved as
people weren’t willing to forgive and this I
had to just accept.

One example of a conflict I managed
during my time as mediator was when
there was a group of 3 girls that got
jealous over one of their friends spending
more time with their other friend. They
then started making up bad lies about
each other and the conflict grew and
grew. I mediated with these girls to find
out why they were making up these lies
and I discovered it was due to jealousy.
We sat with the girls to try and help them
come up with a way to overcome this
conflict. This mediation worked well as the
girls are now closer than before. Overall,
the experience as mediator was a really
good one and I would recommend it. 

Mediation
By Ashleigh Donnan
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This year, during the
Remembrance Assemblies, we
reflected on the human cost of
war by listening to some of the
letters written home to loved
ones from The Front during World
War 1. Thank you to Niamh
Hurley, Daniel Cunningham and
Caolan Hamilton who read the
letters with such heart and
dramatic flair, so that it was quite
emotional at times. As always,
our prayer is for peace and
justice everywhere.

Lance-Corporal Frank Early and
Nurse Helen Fairchild both wrote
home to loved ones, expressing
bravery and compassion for
those around them, as well as
some of their fears and sense of
loss, just before they were killed.

Big Message
Assemblies - Respect
The Respect Assemblies were run in the first week of November.  Different year
groups reflected on the way we respect our surroundings, expressing respect
through the words we use and through our attitudes to the staff of the school.
Thank you to all those who participated and led the assemblies. 

Junior & Senior
Justice Groups
The Justice Groups continued their work on raising awareness of injustice and
poverty in the school. The groups led part of the Harvest Assemblies in October
and were involved in supporting the fund-raising efforts for our Sierra Leone
appeal. 

You can support our efforts by donating old clothes, shoes and sheets. Just send
them on to the Chaplaincy and we will add them to our ‘Cash for Clobber’ bin.
Every time we fill the bin, £100 will be donated to the appeal! 

Christmas
THIS YEAR WE CELEBRATED OUR CAROL
SERVICE TOGETHER AT NEWTOWNBREDA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. WE REFLECTED
TOGETHER ON THE JOURNEYS WE EACH
MAKE TO THE ‘MEETING PLACE’ THAT IS
CHRISTMAS, INCLUDING THE JOURNEY
GOD MADE TO BECOME ONE OF US. 

As with all such events, many people contributed
time and effort to make it a special occasion. A
big thank-you to the Music Department for
leading the music so beautifully and to Miss
Carr’s Year 8 class for leading the stories of our
journeys to Christmas.

As we do each year, a small group of Sixth
Formers visited Forster Green Hospital to share
some Christmas spirit and support their Carol
Service. Thank you to those students who were
so generous with their time and care.  It makes a
big difference to the patients there to see and
talk to young people and to sing a few carols
together. 

Sharon Verwoerd & Helen Killick 
Chaplains

Remembrance
Assemblies

THE CHAPLAINCY & R.E. DEPT 
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011
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OUR ANNUAL PEACEWAVES RESIDENTIAL, WHICH IS PART
OF A YEAR-LONG COURSE OF STUDY ABOUT CONFLICT
AND RECONCILIATION FOR YEAR 13S, WAS HELD AT THE
END OF SEPTEMBER AT GREENHILL YMCA IN NEWCASTLE.
THIS WAS WHAT SOME OF THE STUDENTS HAD TO SAY
ABOUT IT:

As our enrichment, we chose Peacewaves and, as part of this, we
went on a residential to YMCA in Newcastle. The first day started
with team building exercises and getting to know each other better.
This involved rock climbing, abseiling and a zip wire. This helped
our group to bond, and gave us a chance to face challenges. We
then took part in a session on conflict, what it means and how it
affects us. This made us think about the Northern Irish Troubles,
now and before, as well as all over the world today. That night, we
were blindfolded and brought on a ‘nightline.’ For this, we needed
to have trust in each other and the person leading us to warn us of
the dangers surrounding us. Initially, this was scary as you had no
sense of where you were and what you were about to face. That

night, we had free time in the compound and spent the night
playing silly games and getting to know each other more. 

The following day, we had guests come and talk to us about their
experiences of the Troubles. Jerry and Alistair were from opposite
sides of the community and were both involved heavily in the
violence of the Troubles. Both of them spent time in prison but have
come out new people and now work towards peace. It was
inspirational to see how they have turned their lives around from
what was once a horrible past to looking towards a better future for
Northern Ireland. Their stories were so different but yet so similar; it
was good to hear both sides of the story and it helped us to
understand why people would get involved in the first place. 

The residential as a whole was very intriguing and helped us
become more knowledgeable about Northern Ireland’s past as well
as helping us to bond as a group. We encourage anybody who has
the chance to do this as an enrichment in following years to do so,
as they will experience the once in a life time opportunities we had. 

by Sarah McKinley, Kathryn Wilkinson and Nicole Tully.

We have also had some guest speakers in to share their
experiences of the conflict and peacemaking. So far, we have had a
lot of fun and learnt a lot. Thanks to everyone in the group for
participating with such honesty and energy!

Peacewaves

Peacewaves Residential
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OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS REMAIN
WITH THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF MR
JOE KILLEN AND WITH OTHERS IN OUR
COMMUNITY RECENTLY BEREAVED. OUR
COMMUNITY HAS BEEN TOUCHED BY
MUCH SADNESS THIS YEAR AND WE
HAVE BEEN MOVED BY THE SUPPORT
AND GENEROSITY SHOWN BY SO MANY
IN THE PAST MONTH. MAY HOPE AND
LIFE FILL OUR HEARTS AND ENCOURAGE
US.

Our student leaders presented their final
message to the school in assemblies in
April. This inspired us to ‘Make
Something of It’, which is a quote from
Nelson Mandela about making
something of whatever you’ve been
given. The student leadership team this
year have been outstanding in their
commitment, service and initiative. We
will miss them greatly. We wish them,
and all of our students leaving us, every
blessing and joy on their new paths.

As always, the Chaplaincy has been busy
‘making something of it’. Here is some of
our news.

The Justice League is still working hard
preparing our application to be

recognised as a Fairtrade School. The
Board of Governors and the staff of the
school are generously supporting our
efforts, so that all tea and coffee served
in the school is now Fairtrade. You may
have seen us at the Ceili and the Spring
Concert sharing Fairtrade chocolate and
tea and coffee too. There is quite a lot of
evidence to be gathered for the
application and the teaching staff have
pitched in to provide examples of student
work on Fairtrade in our classes too. A
big thank you to everyone who is
supporting our efforts. Please keep it up! 
All are welcome to join us in the Justice
League next year!

The Junior Justice Group has been
making a contribution to the Fairtrade
project by promoting it in their classes
and across the junior school. Keen to get
involved in the Sierra Leone fundraising,
we created a beautiful, big Easter
hamper and raffled it in the week leading
up to Easter. We raised £142 for Sierra
Leone and had great fun along the way!
Congratulations to Mrs Bingham who
won the first prize. Mrs Hutchinson in the
office and Connor McCartney in Year 14
also won Easter eggs (Fairtrade, of
course!). 

We also received a package of letters
from our friends in Malawi. It is always
an exciting moment when we receive our
personal letters, hear their news and
more about their daily life there. As well
as selling hamper tickets, we also
gathered our replies and sent them off
before Easter. This is becoming a really
valuable connection and learning
opportunity for us. 

Many of our junior students have
benefited this year by support from our
Student Mediation Team. They are a
group of Year 14 students who were
trained and formed small teams to help
our younger students resolve their
conflicts. Several of the Year 8s, 9s, and
10s who have been helped by the team
have expressed thanks for this type of
support and the Year 14s have loved the
opportunity to connect with the junior
school. We hope to continue with a new
team next year. 

We want to take this opportunity to thank
the Mediation Team. They have
supported our junior students with
compassion, understanding and
leadership. 

During Integrated Education Week in March,
we participated in an international
conference exploring the model of
integrated education in Northern Ireland
and the experiences and challenges in
developing integrated education in other
conflict-affected regions.  

The conference was organised and hosted
by Claire McGlynn, of Queen’s University,
with the support of NICIE, the Open Society,
the Hebrew University Jerusalem and the
Open University of Cyprus. We were
inspired by the efforts of dedicated and
visionary people teaching and forming
integrated schools in Israel, Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Macedonia, Croatia and
Cyprus. 

We had reason to be very proud of our
student leaders as Felicity Goddard and
Michael Morrow opened the conference
with a moving welcome and reflection on
their experience of integrated education.
They impressed again when about a dozen
of the participants visited Lagan College for
a tour and to meet some staff and students.
Our student leaders and long-serving staff
were very helpful to them in mapping out
the details of how we make integration
work – and how we’ve survived for 30
years! Some of our new friends also

attended our annual Ceili on the
Thursday night, after the
conference had finished. The night
was great fun and a wonderful
opportunity for them to share in a
night of celebrating culture
together.

We are also contributing a chapter
to an edited book on the subject,
which we hope will share some of
the learning of the conference
more widely. We are delighted to
be part of a project which shares
hope and ideas for integrated
education across such a variety of
contexts. There is much yet for us
all to learn!

INTEGRATED PEACE EDUCATION CONFERENCE ‘1912, One Hundred Years On’
On the 14th March, a group of Sixth Form
pupils, including History, Politics and
Peacewaves students, travelled to Aquinas
Grammar School to watch a play entitled
‘1912, A Hundred Years On’. The play
highlighted some of the key political and
cultural events that took place in 1912 and in
the years preceding it and proved to be well
balanced.

Among the characters portrayed were famous
leaders of the time, such as Michael Collins,
Sir Edward Carson and John Redmond. In
total, there were around fourteen characters
played by just two actors and we commend
them for doing a fantastic job to make each
character completely unique and easily
recognizable by incorporating a range of
simple props and amazing accents!
The play focused largely on the political
movements and the eruption of sectarian
violence within Ulster in 1912. The opinions of
regular Irish people about defining events
such as the Home Rule Bill and the Ulster
Covenant were highlighted in the form of
songs, chants and speeches.

The driving force behind this play is that, as
we enter a decade of historic centenaries, we
will not only commemorate history but also
ensure that, ‘A Hundred Years On’, a peaceful
and interdependent history of our own time is
written.

Luke Withers, Year 13

THE CHAPLAINCY & R.E. DEPT
MARCH/APRIL 2011
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THE CHAPLAINCY & R.E. DEPT 
MAY/JUNE 2011

MASS OF THANKSGIVING
IT WAS WITH A DEEP SENSE OF
GRATITUDE THAT WE GATHERED WITH
STAFF, PARENTS, STUDENTS AND PAST
PUPILS FOR OUR MASS OF
THANKSGIVING ON THURSDAY, 10TH
MAY TO CELEBRATE OUR SHARED
JOURNEY OF HOPE AND FAITH OVER
THE PAST THIRTY YEARS. 

The evening felt particularly special because
we welcomed back Fr Tom Layden to
celebrate the mass with us. He has been a
friend of Lagan College for many years and
many were delighted to see him again.
Alongside Fr Tom, John Peacock shared the
Gospel and Reflection with us. John is a
minister in the Presbyterian Church and has
worked with us for many years in his role as
Community Relations Manager with Youthlink.
John is also a parent of two students in the
College. 

As people arrived, we asked them to write
down some of the things they are grateful for
from this shared 30-year journey. These were
gathered together and brought forward with
the gifts of bread and wine during the
offertory. Some of the things that we
expressed gratitude for were: ‘friends and
family’; ‘that we can speak openly about our
beliefs and still unite as one’; ‘opportunities to

share together’; ‘for the good humour that
shines through in spite of everything’; ‘that
Lagan is not an institution but a community
that puts young people at the centre’; ‘for
happy children at a happy school’; ‘for
generous hearts and open minds’.

There have been many firsts and significant
moments in our 30 years. That evening, we
celebrated Mass together for the first time.
We are really grateful for the full support of all
the local clergy of different denominations. In
particular, Bishop Noel Treanor and the
members of the Ormeau Clergy Fellowship
have been actively helping and encouraging
us. 

The service came to be through many long
conversations, over many years, about how
we express and honour the different Christian
traditions within the College. We have had a
guiding principle from the beginning of ‘only
doing apart the things we cannot do together’.
What we have found is that actually there is
nothing we can’t do together, by sharing the
experience and accompanying one another
through our different ways of doing things.

Some of the most important and significant
moments for us have been when we’ve seen
staff members, parents or students step into

the shoes of colleagues or friends of different
traditions and speak up about something that
matters to them. During the mass, we felt the
support of all who joined us from different
traditions, encouraging our Catholic friends in
the form of worship that’s most meaningful to
them, and giving thanks together for our
shared journey of faith. Though we cannot
share communion yet, we felt that the mass
was an expression of the richness of our
community as we explored another way that
we can worship together and encourage one
another in our faith journeys.

A big thank you to Fr Tom and John who led
the service with care and inspired us with their
reflections. Thanks also to the choir and
musicians who led our singing and to the Year
13s and the HE Department for serving our
refreshments afterwards. 

Most importantly, thanks to all who chose to
share the evening with us and help make it a
time to celebrate our community in all its
fullness. May we continue to share life, faith
and vision together as we respond to new
challenges in the future. ‘May we be one.’

Sharon Verwoerd & Helen Killick
College Chaplains
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ON THE 7TH OF JUNE 2012, MRS VERWOERD,
MRS KILLICK AND MRS COOKE TOOK A GROUP
OF 12 YEAR 8 STUDENTS ON A STAINED GLASS
WINDOW WORKSHOP. 

We started the day by travelling to North Belfast to visit
Holy Family Church. Whilst there, we studied their
modern stained glass windows and met one of the
parish priests. We sketched down ideas from their
stained glass windows to get ideas for our own
stained glass windows for the Chaplaincy in the new

school. The Holy Family Church was very nice, even
providing refreshments for us! We then headed back
to school to put our ideas together.

When we got back, we went to an art room and
began to paint our ideas. After we had finished our
wonderful paintings, we were treated to pizza and
juice. Altogether, we must have eaten about 100 slices
of pizza!! 

Once we were full, we got back to work again. But this
time, we cut out bits of our paintings and put them
together to make one big idea! We separated them
into 3 different categories: Reconciliation, Care and
Faith.

We then had more food, including birthday cake to
celebrate Matthews’s birthday. It was a very delicious
chocolate cake! Finally, before we went home, we
played a game where we had to do quick sketches of
different objects that we could see around school. For
example, squirrels and electricity pylons.

Overall, it was fantastic being able to look at stained
glass windows and help design the stained glass
windows for our new school’s Chaplaincy. It was a
great experience and we all enjoyed it very much. We
would like to thank Mrs Cooke for her artistic ideas
and Mrs Verwoerd and Mrs Killick for taking time out
of their busy schedule to accompany us. We would all
definitely go again!

Anna Matchett and Emma Carlisle
Year 8 pupils.

STAINED GLASS WINDOW WORKSHOP
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are a leading law firm whose delivery of

first class legal services is based upon an

understanding of the demands of the modern

world and have recognition of the qualities of

knowledge, experience, problem solving and

value for money required by clients.

When Elliott Duffy Garrett was established in 1973,

our founding Partners, who came from very

different social and political backgrounds, wanted

to create a firm that reflected the very best in

legal skills irrespective of religion or politics.  It is

a tribute to their vision that the firm continues to

uphold that tradition.  Over 30 years later, we are

justly pleased, not only of our many legal

achievements, but also of our independence and

diversity.

We

For further information contact:

Michael Wilson 
Elliott Duffy Garrett 

Royston House 
34 Upper Queen Street 

Belfast BT1 6FD

Tel (028) 9024 5034
Fax (028) 9024 1337

michael.wilson@edglegal.com
www.edglegal.com

ELLIOTT DUFFY
GARRETT

Commercial Lawyers

GED

15 Frances Street, Newtownards BT23 7DW

Tel 028 9181 3811

• LCB PE Uniform & Tracksuit Suppliers

• Customer Loyalty Scheme Available

Order online @
www.in-sport.co.uk

Situated at Castlereagh Hills Golf Course, a fully licensed
restaurant which is open to members and non-members
offering a wide range of menus to suit all occasions e.g.

weddings, family gatherings and birthday parties.

Opening times for dining are as follows:
Tues. to Sat. 10.00am - 9.00pm. Sun. 10.00am to 8.00pm

other times outside these hours can be catered for.

Eagles Nest on the Hills, Castlereagh Hills Golf Course,
Upper Braniel Road, Belfast BT5 7TX. TEL: 028 9044 9649

Early Bird Meal Deal £8.95 pp
Available Tues - Sat 3pm-7pm

Sunday Carvery 
2 Course £12.95 • 3 Course £15.95

OPEN TO NON MEMBERS
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE WITH NO HIRE CHARGE

BRING THIS
AD WITH YOU FOR

DISCOUNT
10%

TERMS APPLY Kids under 10 1/2 price
Under 5's Dine FREE

Eagles Nest
on the Hills

Terms & Conditions Apply.
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Imagine you lived in a house with a theatre in
the attic, where plays were performed on a
miniscule stage with forty people watching.
Imagine coming home from school and finding
your Mum directing plays upstairs and actors in
the living room learning lines.  Imagine going to
bed and finding actors dressing in your
bedroom!  That’s what happened to the
O’Malley children; their Mum was Mary
O’Malley, a woman fascinated with the theatre,
especially Irish theatre.  Mary O’Malley was
from Cork, and she came to Belfast in 1947
when her husband Pearce O’Malley was
appointed to the staff of the Mater Hospital.
There were very few theatres in Belfast at that
time: there was the Opera House and the
Empire but they mainly brought in big shows
from London (just like the Opera House does
today); there was the Group Theatre and the
Arts Theatre; that was all.  So Mary O’Malley
decided to open a theatre of her own, called
the Lyric Theatre, because she wanted to
specialize in plays written in verse, like
Shakespeare and T.S. Eliot, and the great
European classics of Ibsen and Chekhov; she
wanted also to have a theatre where the great
Irish plays by Sean O’Casey, J.M. Synge, Yeats,
and new Irish writers could be performed.

She first produced plays in her drawing room in
a house on the corner of Ulsterville Avenue and
the Lisburn Road (sadly that house has been
torn down to make way for a modern office
block).  When the O’Malleys decided to move to
a bigger house, Mary O’Malley insisted it must
have a space which she could convert into a
theatre.  She found what she was looking for at
11 Derryvolgie Avenue, between the Lisburn
and Malone Roads (a house which is still there).
It had an attic across the back of the house
which she thought would be ideal.   Although it
was small for a theatre, Mary O’Malley knew
that what was important was the quality of

work which she would put on the stage, not the
size or shape of the space—and she was right.
From 1952 until 1968, the tiny Lyric Theatre gave
performances of the great classics, and the
tiny auditorium was packed every evening by
those who not only wanted to see the great
plays of dramatic literature but who also loved
the atmosphere of a theatre where you sat
only a few feet away from the actors and could
appreciate every tiny movement of the voice,
the hand or the eye.  It was like watching live
TV in your own living room, with actors,
beautiful costumes and stunning sets by some
of Ireland’s greatest painters.

The actors loved the atmosphere of that little
theatre.  Because the audience was so close,
they had to really work hard to maintain
concentration so that they would not be
distracted.  Sometimes someone in the
audience would whisper to the person sitting
next to them and onstage the actors would
hear every word; one woman sat in the front
row of every play and knitted (the actors called
her Madame Defarge after the Frenchwoman
in Charles Dickens’s novel A Tale of Two Cities
who knitted while she watched French
aristocrats being beheaded in Paris); and
sometimes the audience got so involved they
would shout
advice to the
characters on
the stage,
‘Don’t hit that
wee lad, sure
he’s done
nothing on ye’.
Since the stage
was so small,
the actors
couldn’t move
around much
or have large

gestures—otherwise they risked hitting each
other up the nose.  And when they went off
one side of the stage to enter on the other,
they had to go down the stairs of the house,
out the front door, run round the house, climb
a rickety outside staircase, and squeeze
through a half-open window—all in Greek or
Elizabethan costume, and so often in freezing
weather with the rain pouring down.  The
actors loved every minute of it--I know
because I was one of them.

I was lucky enough to have met Mary
O’Malley when I was at college and she
asked me to join her company.  Over the next
years, I played over one hundred parts in
that little attic theatre; I played Shakespeare’s
Richard II and Richard III, the mad Caligula,
Synge’s wonderful Playboy in The Playboy of
the Western World and so on; I danced, I
sang, I acted in play after play and spoke the
final lines on the tiny stage before the Lyric
moved to the grand new theatre in Ridgeway
Street, where it still stands. That little theatre
holds so many wonderful memories for me
and I cannot imagine my life if it hadn’t
existed.  Later, I went to teach theatre at the
University of Wales, and the University of
Maryland in the United States.  I taught
theatre history, and unlike most theatre
academics, who read plays in the study or
see productions in the theatre, I had acted in
most of the plays I taught; I knew the plays
inside out, as it were, and of course, I knew
the lines.  My students marveled at my
knowledge of the plays and were especially
awed when I quoted whole chunks of the text
from memory. ‘How did you learn all that,
sir?’ they would ask.  ‘In a tiny, little attic
theatre in Belfast,’ I replied, ‘a theatre where

the three O’Malley boys
came home from school
to find their mother
rehearsing in the attic,
actors learning lines in
the living room, and
where, at any minute, you
might see Macbeth
coming out of your toilet.’
They never believed me
but it was true.

Sam McCready

THEATRE IN AN ATTIC
By Sam McCready, Actor, Director,  Founding Member of Belfast’s Lyric
Theatre, and friend of former Head of Drama, Mrs S Black
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HOME ECONOMICS

In January and February, all Year 11 Home
Economics classes were given the
opportunity to attend a fish-based cookery
class at the Mourne Seafood Bar in Belfast.
The course was funded by ‘Seafish’, an
organisation committed to boosting the
seafood industry, by creating awareness of
its health benefits and by encouraging us to
incorporate fish into our diets. 

As soon as we arrived, we were
made to feel very welcome by
James (pictured left), our cookery
school teacher. James has
fourteen years experience in the

top end of the restaurant industry and,
through him, we were introduced to making
two simple yet delicious fish-based meals. 

The first meal we were taught how to make
was salmon fish cakes, which seemed to
tickle everyone’s taste buds and took no
time at all to prepare and cook.

The next gourmet fish dish to be cooked
was smoked fish pasta, which was made
using some of the most basic low cost
ingredients but tasted and looked like a dish
from a top restaurant. It certainly gave me
some ideas as to how I could present food
better. Now I am considering using this dish
for my HE cooking assessment as part of my
overall GCSE exam. 

As well as the cooking lesson, everyone was
given a seafood guide booklet from ‘Seafish’,
promoting 10 reasons why fish is so
important for us. Did you know that it boosts
brain power, helps joints and provides us
with many essential nutrients not common in
other foods? We were also given the cookery
schools’ booklet which contained the two
recipes, so that we could make the meals at
home, as well as interesting information
about the restaurant itself.

I had a great day of fun at the cookery
school. Who would have thought fish could
be so nutritious and tasty? I have benefited
so much from this trip and have taken
away a valuable learning experience.

Louise Rattray

MOURNE SEAFOOD YEAR 13 HEALTH
AND SOCIAL
CARE VISIT THE
BASPCAN 8TH
CONGRESS 2012
ON TUESDAY 17TH APRIL 2012,
YEAR 13 HEALTH & SOCIAL
CARE STUDENTS, ALONG
WITH MISS FAIRLEY AND MRS
MANNUS, WERE INVITED TO
ATTEND THE BASPCAN
CONGRESS AS STUDENT
DELEGATES AT QUEEN’S
UNIVERSITY, BELFAST.

BASPCAN (British Association for
the Study and Prevention of Child
Abuse and Neglect) is a multi-
disciplinary professional
organisation established to help
protect children through the
prevention, detection and
treatment of abuse and neglect.
This was a prestigious event with
almost 700 delegates attending
from all over the world over the
four days. It was an excellent
opportunity for the students to
gain more relevant examples of
the role that Health & Social Care
practitioners play in the lives of
children and young people. The
members that the students had an
opportunity to meet ranged from
social workers, medical and
nursing personnel, lawyers,
psychologists, therapists,
researchers and policy makers.
Throughout the day, students had
the opportunity to attend lectures,
workshops and discuss interactive
posters. This event also provided
the students with a great insight
into university lectures and
workshops.

7-8 Hope Street, Belfast BT12 5EE
Phone: 028 9024 4421

On the 31st of January, we were taken to the Mourne Seafood
Bar in Belfast. Upon our arrival, we were shown the kitchen - it
was like the Master Chef kitchen! We were given a file with our
recipes and a little booklet from ‘Seafish’ – who were funding
this event- telling us about the benefits of sea food. For
example, did you know that omega 3 found in fish is good for
your skin? Our chef, James, showed us a side of salmon, a
plaice and a sole. He then proceeded to show us how to make
salmon fish cakes. Firstly, we seasoned the salmon and then
fried it in some local rape seed oil and butter. We then added
some water and poached it for a few minutes before removing
it from the heat. Whilst that was cooling, we crushed our
cooked potato (skin still on) and put it into a bowl alongside
some sliced scallions. We also added some lemon zest, lemon
juice and herbs. After slicing the salmon, we added it to the
bowl and shaped the mixture into cake shapes. We then
coated it in breadcrumbs. The fishcake was then fried for 3
minutes on each side and served with salad and mayonnaise. 

After brunch, James told us about the cookery school and how it
started. He also told us about how the oyster bar owner is the
fish distributor for Northern Ireland. He told us how the restaurant
only uses fish that is in season and sustainable. He then showed
us how to fillet the plaice and sole and told us a little bit about the
evolution of flat fish. He used plaice and sole fillets to make a
very quick but delicious curry. We were shown a demonstration
of how to cook our lunch, smoked salmon pasta.

First, we boiled pasta for 10-11 minutes. Then we chopped up
tomatoes and smoked salmon. Then we placed cream on a
medium to high heat and added a chicken stock cube and
waited until it was of a thick consistency. We then added
tomatoes, herbs, smoked salmon and peas and left to cook for
a few minutes. We drained the pasta and mixed it into the
cream sauce and our meal was ready to serve.

Shay Horan
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As part of the Year 10 Home Economics
programme, we run a competition each
year to find our most promising Young
Chef.  Each student in Year 10 is
challenged to plan and prepare a simple
meal that could be served for a group of
friends before a night out at the cinema.
Heats were held in each Year 10 Home

Economics Class and a winner and
runner-up chosen. The winners and their
willing assistants then took part in the
grand final on Tuesday 19th June 2012.  

The standard was excellent this year and
our team of judges (Miss Ellis, Miss
Fairley, Miss Lemon, Mrs Evans, Mr Hare

VOICES35

LAGAN YOUNG CHEF
COMPETITION 2012

Marcelo’s
Winning
Paella

Mr Hare presenting
Marcelo’s prize

& Mrs Manus) found the final choice a difficult
call. 

In the end, Marcelo Pazos Torres (10FRL) was
our deserving winner (what a stylish and tasty
menu!) and Todd Finlay (10NB) was a highly
commended runner-up.  Great fun, great
young chefs and more than a few tasty dishes
sampled!  Well done, Year 10!

All our Year 10 Finalists and helpers
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BUSINESS STUDIES & CAREERS
YEAR 10
CAREERS
CONVENTION
A very successful Year 10 Careers Convention
was held in the College on 24th November.
This was an excellent opportunity for pupils
and their parents to obtain important
information about the types of subjects
required for a host of university courses and
future employment. We are grateful to the
tremendous support given to the College from
our two local universities, QUB and the
Univeristy of Ulster, along with the College of
Further and Higher Education, which provided
excellent guidance about university and further
education courses and what subjects are
necessary for various programmes of study.

The range of talks offered were very well
attended and gave excellent insight into
issues such as STEM, Entrepreneurship, How
to Choose GCSE Options, Apprenticeships,
Training Programmes and what should be
done now if considering Oxbridge Universities
in the future. We were very fortunate to have 3
STEM Ambassadors with us on the evening to

host talks and speak to parents and pupils
about the importance of STEM subjects and
future employment trends.

As usual, our Past Pupil Forum was a great
success with pupils and parents. We are
indebted to our former students who have
come back in their professional capacities to
give advice and guidance about a wide range
of careers. They answered many questions
about their current job roles and the “dos and
don’ts” of GCSE and A Level study. It was great
to see how confident and mature our young
people have become. They provide a great
role model to our Year 10 pupils.

We trust that both pupils and parents were
able to access important information for the
future from our Convention. Thanks to all our
exhibitors and staff who gave so willingly of
their time to help our young people and their
parents and who made this event so
successful. We would ask all who attended
the convention to complete the evaluation for
this event which will have been emailed to you
and is also available through our Careers
blog. Your evaluation will help us to improve
and enhance our next convention.

Thank you to Megan McDowell ,Year 12, who
designed our brochure and flyers for the
event. Thanks also to Mrs Mannus who saw
our exhibitors were well fed and looked after.
Many thanks to our catering staff for the lovely
food they provided which was warmly
welcomed by all exhibitors. And finally thank-
you to our Building Supervisors without whom
we could not have the school opened to host
events safely.
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In January, Mrs McNamee, Mrs
Harbinson and Mr Montgomery attended
the BETT conference at the Olympia in
London. BETT is the world’s leading event
for learning technology where education
professionals can test, touch and
compare the latest learning technology
products and services from over 650
suppliers.

Dedicated to showcasing the best in UK
and international learning technology
products, resources and best practice,
BETT has enabled thousands of educators
and practitioners to enhance their
knowledge of learning through
technology, from early years to higher
education. At this time, when we are
making plans for the new school building
and where modern learning
environments are becoming more mobile
and ‘learning anywhere’ is more of a
possibility, BETT provided us with the
opportunity to explore how technology
can improve and enhance learning, raise
attainment and increase efficiency.

BETT is the world’s leading event for
educational technology where education
professionals can evaluate and purchase
a comprehensive range of ICT products
and services. A great deal of the
information gleaned over the January
weekend will enable us to make a more
informed purchasing choice for the new
school building.

VISITING SPEAKER FROM FUJITSU
The Year 14 Business Studies Applied class had the pleasure of meeting with and learning from
Andrew McMinn, a Graduate Software Developer who works for the International company Fujitsu.
Andrew has been a regular visitor to the department, giving vital information to students for their
Investing in People Unit. Fujitsu are Championship Winners in this area and the expertise and
information that Andrew provides is important to our students’ success. Andrew gave a very
interesting presentation and answered many questions. Fujitsu are a valued industry link for the
department and we would like to thank Andrew and the company for all that they do to enhance
our students’ education.

Miss A Carr
HOD Business Studies

The Business Studies Department
are extremely proud to
congratulate Genevieve Taylor on
being awarded 2nd place in
Northern Ireland in CCEA Applied
Business Studies Full Award at A2
Level. This is a worthy achievement
for a very hardworking and
conscientious student. Gen began
studying Business Studies at GCSE
and, through dedication and
endeavour, achieved an A in her
studies. We were delighted that
she returned to Lagan College to
complete her A-Levels, finally
achieving A*A*. Gen left Lagan
College to join many of her former
classmates at Northumbria
University in Newcastle Upon Tyne.

All members of staff in the
Business Studies Department look
forward to welcoming her back to
the college at Senior Prize Giving to
congratulate her on her
achievements.

This is the fourth year in a row that
the department has had a pupil
achieve this accolade and I would
like to thank the staff in the
department for all their hard work
and dedication.

Miss A Carr
HOD Business Studies

GEN TAYLOR SCOOPS TOP OF THE
CLASS IN BUSINESS STUDIES 
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Congratulations to all of our Year 12s who
completed their work placements from 17th -
21st October. The teachers who visited the
pupils were very pleased to report back that
everybody was working hard and making the
most of their experience. Placements were in
the fields of: primary education, motor
mechanics, hospitality, engineering,
journalism, politics, computer repairs, tree
care, construction, and many, many more.

Special congratulations go to Jamie-Lee Bann
who spent the week working on the new
school building with Graham’s Construction. In
years to come, Jamie can say he helped to
build the brand new school! Another very
successful placement was completed by Brien
Bailey-O’Hare whose employers would gladly
have taken him on full time in their computer
repair business if he hadn’t had to complete
his GCSE year. Brien may well have an
employer lined up for the future here!
It is always lovely to see our pupils enjoying
their placements, and it is one of the highlights
of the year for me to go out on the teacher
visits. It makes very us proud to see our young
people interact so maturely with their co-
workers. They soon realise that they have
many skills which they will be taking with them
from school into employment. Well done,
everyone! 

Mrs Bingham
Mrs Evans

YEAR 12 WORK EXPERIENCE
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Our annual trip to the furniture
superstore Ikea proved a huge success
once again for our Year 13 Business
Studies Students. Organised to support
their Applied Business Studies Course
pupils had the opportunity to find out first
hand from a number of Ikea managers
about the work that they do and the
enterprising activities they are involved
in. A huge amount of organisation went

into the event by Ikea who yet again
provided a wealth of vital information,
tailored specifically for our needs. We
were even treated to a free lunch in the
canteen – the highlight of which had to
be the famous Dime Bar Cake!

Students got the opportunity to meet with
staff from the Human Resources and
Marketing Department and even

stretched their legs for a mile and a half
tour of the store and some lovely
Gingerbread product- tasting!! The
Business Studies Department extends
huge thanks and gratitude to Nigel
McGarry and all of the Ikea staff who
continue to support our students with
their time and effort every year.

Miss A Carr, HOD Business Studies

FLATPACK FURITURE GIANT
WELCOMES LAGAN STUDENTS

YOUNG ENTERPRISE
On Wednesday 6th June, Mrs McNamee and
Mrs Bingham were presented with a Centre of
Excellence Award by Young Enterprise
Northern Ireland (YENI). This is to recognise
that enterprise education is embedded within
our school, through our school’s active
participation in the Young Enterprise suite of
programmes.

This year, our students from Years 8-13 have
participated in the Company Programme, Your
School - Your Business, Learn to Earn,
Enterprise in Action, Project Business, Success
Skills, YE9 and a Science Masterclass. Young
Enterprise programmes are based on the
principle of ‘learning by doing’ and they
complement existing education programmes
by offering specific curriculum links delivered
in a fun and innovative environment.
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ON 18TH OCTOBER OUR YEAR
14 APPLIED BUSINESS
STUDIES STUDENTS WERE
GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO
VISIT THE HIGHLY RENOWNED
LOCAL MANUFACTURER OF
MDF MOULDINGS ANTRIM
BASED COMPANY SAM
MOULDINGS. 

Collecting evidence for their
assignment on Quality
Management, this visit gave the
students an insight into the
operations of a highly successful
global manufacturer whose
commitment to quality and staff
have seen them receive a number
of prestigious Business Excellence
Awards. 

As a key educator for international
businesses in the area of quality,
Lagan College were delighted that
this busy company took the time to
treat our students to an information
- fuelled visit. We extend huge
thanks to Richard, David and all of
their team for their continued
support.  

Miss Carr

Sam Mouldings

Bracken Blinds
Interiors / Healthcare

QUALITY AND SERVICE
. . . LOOK NO FURTHER

Unit 4, Edgar Industrial Estate, Comber Road, Carryduff BT8 8AN
Telephone: 028 9081 2424.  Fax: 028 9081 4741

www.bracken-interiors.co.uk 

Manufacturers of Quality Roller, Louvre and
Venetian Blinds. Suppliers of Disposable Coated
Cubicle Screens for Hospitals, Health Centres,

G P Surgeries and Nursing Homes.

Luxaflex Range of Blinds
Goelst Range of Blinds and Rails

Free Fitting and Estimating

Manufacturing and selling directly to the public for over 20 years

“Quality is Not Expensive . . . It’s Priceless”

TWO LAGAN
STUDENTS PUT
PLANS IN PLACE
FOR NEW
SMARTPHONE APP
Year 11 media students Chris Dickinson and Caolan Hamilton
have begun the design phase of a new smartphone app -
MiSchool @ Lagan. This will be a first for the school and will be
used as part of their Digital Media GCSE - Creative Media. The
app will be a school organiser, exclusive to Lagan students.
Some of its exciting features include:

• One off timetable download from the LearningNI servers.

• Automatic homework dating using the downloaded 
timetable (this means it will find the next time you have a 
subject and alert you near the time of the homework's due 
date). 

• News Feed with updates about the school.

• School map for new students.

• And other exciting uses.

The students will also be collaborating with professional apps
design company CloudNine Creative in June to work on the
apps as part of their Work Experience placements.
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A DOZEN YEAR 11 STUDENTS FROM LAGAN COLLEGE RECENTLY
COMPLETED THEIR FOURTH RESIDENTIAL FOR THE KEY
PROGRAMME AT ROSCOR YOUTH VILLAGE, ENNISKILLEN, CO.
FERMANAGH.

The Key Programme is a cross community, cross border enterprise education
programme run by Young Enterprise/Enterprise Ireland. The programme
involves four residentials throughout the school year.  Students take part in
enterprise education, CV preparation and mock interviews.  However, the most
exciting part of the course must be the setting-up of a mini-company along
with the marketing and production of a product which culminates in a trade fair
where the vendors sell their product to the public. As if
that wasn’t enough, the students also take part in
outdoor pursuits such as canoeing, orienteering,
mountain biking and archery as well as arts and crafts
and games. The students are constantly monitored and
assessed on their skills of participation, interaction,
team work and personal development.

Once again, our students proved to be great
ambassadors, displaying great maturity and
exemplary manners.  A great experience was had by
all and many friendships were formed with students
from other schools.

KEY PROGRAMME
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It has been a very busy year for the Digital Media Department in Lagan
College!

NI4KIDS WORKSHOP

Last term, we had a brilliant workshop for all year 11 and 12 Media pupils
facilitated by NI4Kids Magazine. Pupils were given a talk and workshop
by the magazines managing director, Gary Hamilton, and by the
magazine editor, Liz Graham. This provided the pupils with a great
insight and experience into a professional Media production process,
covering topics from audience research and advertising revenue to the
magazine layout process. 

BBC NEWS SCHOOL REPORT

The department has also taken up the BBC News School Report
challenge! This involves pupils creating a Lagan College News
Webpage that will be directly linked to the BBC News Website. We were
also delighted to have John Toal of Radio Ulster as our school mentor.
He came to visit the pupils involved and was very impressed with our
work. He took a particular interest in a sports feature being produced
about our resident Ice Skating celebrity, Dempsey Andrews, and her
Russian connections and we will be making a pod cast to be aired on
Radio Ulster. 

Other features currently being produced range from an Anti-bullying
Video, book reviews, the politics of Digital Rights, a feature on Ulster rock
giants The Answer and, of course, a news feature on 30 years of
Integrated Eduction! The 15th March will be the final day of this project
and pupils will spend the whole day working on it before the webpage
goes live!  www.lagancollege.com/bbcnews/ is the address to go to for
Lagan News from the 15th March! Do you have a local or school news
story that you would like featured? Let us know! 

CINEMAGIC AND THE ULSTER COVENANT CENTENARY 

15 lucky Media pupils have been given the opportunity to take part in a
fabulous cross-community film-making opportunity. Co-operation
Ireland has joined forces with cinemagic to offer 6 film making master-
classes and a 3 day film shoot to pupils. We will be making a short film
about the Ulster Covenant as part of the shared history of Ireland. We
were delighted to have Corinna Crooks of Co-operation Ireland visit the
College and speak to Media pupils about the project. The film will be
screened in Belfast City Hall on the centenary date of the 28th
September. I just discovered my great-grandmother’s signature is on it!
Any parents, pupils or staff who are interested are invited to forward
an expression of interest in contributing to the film, as we are of course
keen on exploring an integrated approach to the complex history of
our island. 

MEDIA@LAGAN CLUB

Yes, it’s the newest and coolest club in town! Every Monday after school
in IT7, between 3.20 and 4.20pm, pupils will have the opportunity to
explore the media through an endless variety of activities such as
computer gaming, film making, web-design, creative writing,
journalism, photography, app design, competitions, music and much
more! The club is for all in the Lagan community from Year 8 to Year 14
and any staff who want to come along or avail of a media service for
your department - your’re very welcome! 

MEDIA NEWS REPORT
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SCIENCE
On Tuesday 22nd May, Year 10 students took part in a
Biodiversity project organised by Castlereagh Council.
The students have planted over 90 different wildflowers
within the Lagan College site and it is hoped that these
plants will grow and flower for years to come!

YEAR 10 STUDENTS INCREASE PLANT
BIODIVERSITY AT LAGAN COLLEGE

The BP Trading Challenge roadshow visited the
College on 16th April for an engaging and fast-
paced work-related activity delivered by an
energetic team of BP presenters. The roadshow
offered students the opportunity to put
mathematical and enterprise skills into action
through an exciting simulation of real-life
trading. 

Students from Year 9 worked together in a fun,
fast-paced team-orientated environment,
competing against each other to trade oil and
make a profit, demonstrating skills and values
that can contribute towards success in
business. 

BP ENTERPRISING SCIENCE :
TRADING CHALLENGE ROADSHOW

PAGE44-52_Layout 1  25/02/2013  10:25  Page 1



VOICES45

THE CHEMISTRY TRIP TO ENNISKILLEN
WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE FOR ALL WHO
TOOK PART. ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER
WAS AGAINST US, WE WERE PREPARED
FOR THE WORST. 

As we set off on our trip, we heard that it had
been sleeting in Enniskillen. This was particularly
worrying for Francis as he had forgotten a water
proof coat! When we arrived, the weather eased
off and we got some time in the caves.
Unfortunately, the amount of rain the previous
day had raised the water level in the caves and,
as a result, some of them were flooded. We were
not able to go on the boat tour but, all in all, it
was a very good experience. We then went on a
limestone walk which was over as soon as it
started due to the wind that nearly blew Andy
down a mineshaft. After this, we had our lunch.
Well, most of us had lunch as Miss Wells and Mr
Carleton had no lunch ,so we set off to the
nearest shopping centre where Tony sat on a
child’s train. 

Despite the unfortunate weather, the trip was
very enjoyable and I would recommend it to
anyone who has the opportunity to go to the
Marble Arch Caves.

Kristian McConnell

YEAR 11 CHEMISTS ARE
BLO0N AWAY!

Lab hats and Lace
Year 13 STEM students attended an event organised by Women in Technology and
Science (WITS) to launch the book, Lab Coats and Lace, at QUB. The book brings
together the biographies of pioneering Irish female scientists. Our day included
hearing contributions from women at various career stages working in the fields of

Mathematics, Physics, Computing,
Engineering and Medical Biology. Each
speaker outlined their pathway into
their chosen career, people who
inspired them and challenges faced
along the way. The experiences of
these current role models was
interspersed with extracts from the
book and the morning session then
concluded with a question and
answer session. After lunch, we had
an enjoyable fun quiz, which Lagan
College won of course!

Science Club gets
ready for Christmas
Science Club members entered into the festive spirit
when we experimented with thermo-softening plastic
which changes properties depending on the
temperature. 

The students were able to reshape the plastic into a
candy cane and decorate them with ribbons. There
were quite a few well decorated trees around this
Christmas. Science club is on in Sc3 every
Wednesday during junior lunch – have your lunch
and arrive at 12.55pm.

Miss Wightman
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FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW, THE
CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT HOSTED THEIR
CHRISTMAS CHEMISTRY EVENT THANKS TO
FUNDING OBTAINED FROM ELI LILLY AND THE
ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY. 

We were able to invite Primary 5 pupils from three
neighboring primary schools to come to Lagan
College to take part in some fun and exciting
experiments while getting into the festive spirit with
our Christmas theme. The Christmas
Chemistry event ran from Tuesday 29th Nov – Friday
2nd December with 20 pupils attending at a time. 

The morning followed a Christmas theme starting
with the teachers and technicians wearing their
Santa hats and with the lab decorated with lights
and a Christmas tree. The pupils were collected from
their primary school and arrived at Lagan College
excited and ready for their morning of fun and
experiments. After general safety instructions and a
look around the lab detailing how it differs from their
normal Classroom, the pupils promised to keep our
secret and started to draw a Christmas shape with
our ‘magic’ chemical. This was set to the side for a
while to dry. We discussed brandy pudding at
Christmas time and the chemical reaction that
happens when the alcohol burns; this was illustrated
by the very popular Whoosh Bottle experiment that
the pupils insisted on seeing for a second time.
Chemiluminescence was shown to the pupils to help
illustrate that chemistry can be used to produce light
the same way that electricity makes the lights we
see all around us at Christmas time. After this, we
had a short break with juice and biscuits and a
chance to talk about the experiments so far.

After break, we looked at how the weather changes
in winter and becomes a lot colder. The pupils were
able to tell us what happens to water when it gets
cold and were amazed at the skill Mr. McCann
showed when he was able to get a beaker to stick to
a piece of wood using just an endothermic reaction
and a splash of water! The pupils had been
admiring Miss Wells’ lovely Christmas tree all morning but thought that
it needed a little decoration. Using warm water, the pupils were able to
change plastic beads into lovely candy canes for their Christmas trees
at home. The thermo softening plastic was easy to shape after it came
out of the warm water and they enjoyed decorating them with ribbons. 

We talked about how Christmas decorations have changed over the
years and how, many years ago, strings of popcorn were hung up to

decorate the
rooms. We
wanted to
see the
chemical
reaction that
took place
when the
popcorn
kernels
were heated
and then
turned into
popcorn.
And what
else could

we do when the reaction was over but to wash our hands and have a
nibble. While the pupils were eating the popcorn, they watched
another chemical reaction involving food when a jelly baby was added
to a chemical in the fume cupboard. The pupils were able to see just
how much energy one jelly baby contains. The pupils then returned to
their filter papers with their magic chemical on them which had now
dried. They were shown how to burn their message safely and see
what each of the shapes turned out to be. This was great fun and
sometimes the shapes that appeared were a surprise to even the
pupils who drew them.

To finish the day, Mr. Carleton wowed the pupils by setting Mr.
McCann’s hand on fire. He insisted that it wasn’t sore and the pupils
were quickly able to work out why.
Overall, everyone had a fantastic time and really enjoyed doing the
experiments and having fun. They all left with their candy cane, fire
writing picture, pencil and a
balloon reindeer that Miss
Wells had made earlier. Thank
you to Miss Wells, Mrs
Bingham, Mr. McCann and
Mr. Carleton for all their work
and enthusiasm.

CHRISTMAS CHEMISTRY

46VOICES
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ON MONDAY, 18TH JUNE, YEAR 8 SCIENCE
STUDENTS SPENT THE DAY AT MINNOWBURN
NATIONAL TRUST.  

They identified the different trees in the ‘teenage’
woods, calculated the age of trees and identified
different animals in the pond.  These included a newt,
a tadpole and many different types of shrimp.  The
afternoon was completed with a walk through the
forest to admire the many
different sculptures that have
been added to the Minnowburn
area.

Year 8 Visit
National Trust

At Science Club,  we became master boat
builders with many different shapes and
designs being created. The challenge was to
see who could build a boat that would hold
the most marbles without sinking.

Congratulations to everyone as all the boats
were able to hold some cargo before sinking.
An impressive win by Amy Johnston 8RS who
managed to build a boat that held an
amazing 82 marbles!!! Well done Amy!

Watch out Harland
and Wolff!

Year 11 students enjoyed a windy but dry day at the North Coast.  We went to Carrick-a-
rede Rope Bridge to look at materials and their uses, Giants Causeway to look at rock
formations and Barry’s Amusements to look at forces in motion (of course!!).

Yr 11 Trip to North Coast
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JANUARY 28TH 2012 WAS A
FIRST FOR THE CHEMISTRY
DEPARTMENT IN LAGAN
COLLEGE. MISS WELLS AND
MISS WIGHTMAN TEAMED UP
WITH ARMAGH PLANETARIUM,
NATIONAL TRUST AND GRAHAM
CONSTRUCTION TO STAGE A
FAMILY SCIENCE SHOW.

The Planetarium set up their
Stardome in the Hall and was able
to present 11 shows throughout the
day in addition to badge making
and rocket making. The weather
was cold but dry so we were able to launch
the rockets outside and the children were
impressed at how high they went.

The National Trust set up
several areas to showcase
their work – parents and
children were able to talk to
representatives from
Minnowburn, Patterson’s
Spade Mill, Castleward and
Rowallane. There were
interactive workshops and
visitors could look down
microscopes, see the wildlife
that was found in the local
area, examine rocks, taste
locally produced honey,
watch a spade being made
and make a ‘bughome’.

Graham Construction set up a wonderful
display showing their work not only on our
new school but also other projects
happening nationwide. Children
were able to don hard hats and high
visibility vests to try to build a wall.

Miss Wightman, Mr McCann, Mr
Carleton and nine eager 6th form
volunteers kept the ‘bangs, flashes
and explosions’ show going all day
in the Chemistry Department. The
smoke coming from the Science
corridor certainly showed the visitors
the right way to go. Thank you
especially to Andrew Bradley, Ryan
McNanny, Gavin Ludlow, Lahanna
Magee, Rebecca Gray, Rebecca
Young, Louise Cassidy, Uroosa
Mahmood and Jacqueline Livings
who gave up their second Saturday
in a row and put on a fantastic show.

The day was a fantastic success; we
had 405 visitors to the College and
are already planning the show for
next year. Thanks also to Mrs
McNamee for her support
throughout the project.

Miss Wells
Head of Science   

2012 Science Show
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In a Young Enterprise Science Masterclass
event.  The session involved experiments
and hands-on interactive group work.  Our
students looked at various science jobs and
the skills and qualities needed for them.
They became a crime investigator and
looked for clues at the scene of a crime and
then they carried out clinical trials for two
sports drinks.

Science Masterclass
for Year 8 pupils

National Science Week at the
University of Ulster Jordanstown
10FRL went to the  University of Ulster at
Jordanstown on Monday 12th March
with Miss Wells and Mr Carleton to kick
start our week of events to celebrate
National Science and Engineering week.
The students took part in a variety of
short events showcasing the work of: 

l Air traffic controllers - how the skies
above us are kept safe

l Of how hydrogen could be used as a
fuel of the future

l Pathologists – students had the
opportunity to see a dissected cow’s
heart 

l School of Computing and
Mathematics – how mobile
phone technology is rapidly
advancing 

l G.I.S (Geographic Information
System) – for tracking in air, land
and sea 

l Planetarium – students were
able to examine a meteorite that
is 50,000 years old and see how
technology can help us map the
sky

l B9 Energy – the largest wind
farm contractor in the  UK and
Ireland

l Sports Science – how science
and technology can be used to
enhance an athlete’s performance.

THIS WAS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY
FOR THE STUDENTS TO SEE A
VARIETY OF STEM CAREERS AND
ENGAGE WITH PROFESSIONALS
FROM A WIDE RANGE OF STEM
RELATED JOBS.
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In February, the Year 11 Science class
made concrete by mixing different
combinations of sand, cement and
stones with water. Cement is made by
mixing powdered limestone and
powdered clay in a kiln. We have
been learning about limestone and
what it is used for. We tried different
combinations to see which concrete
was the strongest. The concrete
strips were left for a week to harden
and then we tested them by dropping
a mass from increasing distances to
see when it would break. We think we
will leave making the concrete in the
building of the new school to the
experts!

One of our Year 14 students, Ben Hounsell,
was successful in his application for a
Nuffield Bursary.  This meant that he was
able to spend 5 weeks during the summer
working at the Armagh Observatory
studying comets.  

The Nuffield Bursary Scheme is managed in
Northern Ireland by Sentinus.  The Scheme
enables students to take part in science
and engineering based projects of four to
six weeks duration during the summer
holidays in universities, industries or
research institutions.  Working alongside
scientists and engineers, students are
involved in real research and development
projects which make a valuable
contribution to the host organisation.

Ben recently attended a presentation
evening where he had to present his
project and the work he had completed
during the summer.  Ben has been
awarded a certificate from Sentinus and
also a Crest Gold Award in recognition of
the work he has completed.
Congratulations, Ben!

NUFFIELD BURSARY
CELEBRATION FOR BEN

On 23rd May, Year 10 were prescribed a treat!
Dr Ryan Donnelly, from the School of
Pharmacy at QUB mixed up a fun filled
morning for Lagan lads and lasses, giving us
the low-down on the pharmaceutical trade.
He told us about how chemistry is vital for the
job and about the different perks and parts of
being a pharmacist.

We were then dispensed to different tables
and were given different tasks.  At each table,
there was a consultant’s letter, a prescription
and various pieces of equipment.  One group
had to concoct a vitamin B medicine for a 7-
year old child, another group had to mix up
and dispense a mouthwash for an elderly

woman and the third group whipped up a
skin cream for eczema.  Each group used the
specialist software and computer to write out
the label for the bottle and then followed the
method to make the medicine.

It all felt quite professional, with all the kit,
white coats and gloves and it was interesting
to see how everyday medicine was made.
Overall, it was a fun and informative morning.
We learnt more about what it is to be a
pharmacist and what they do.  We would like
to thank Dr Ryan Donnelly, Helen McPhillips
and Luc Belaid for coming into our class.

Danny Humphrey & Michael Sage

PHARMACY IN SCHOOLS

YEAR 11 MAKE
CONCRETE
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STEM MODULE 

Congratulations to three
teams from the STEM club
who reached the final of
SENTINUS Young Innovators.
They impressed the judges
at the Odyssey on Tuesday
the 19th June and all
achieved a Crest Award.

The STEM module was able to visit the college on
Tuesday 20th December 2011.  Students from Yr 12,
Yr 10 and Yr 9 were given the chance to be
Forensic Scientists for the day.
Their task was to carry out tests to determine who
killed Mr Chris P Bacon.  Mr Bacon was a local
businessman who was proposing to build a waste
incinerator in an area renowned for its natural
beauty.  The suspects were:

- Shirley Knot
- Joe King
- Felix Cited
- Max E Mumm 
- Miles A Head

All the suspects claimed to have an alibi but also
had a motive for the murder.
The students looked at evidence including
footprints and fingerprints.  They then analysed
fibres, white powder and blood found at the scene
before concluding their tests with a urine analysis
and discovering the identity of the killer.

STEM CLUB
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Miss Wells, Miss Wightman and Mr Carleton visited six primary schools for our new 
outreach Science programme.  The Primary 4 and 5 children got the chance to build and
launch rockets, ride on our hovercraft and take part in many other activities during our show
based on the theme of ‘Air’.

We visited: St Comgall’s PS, Bangor, Glencraig IPS, St Mary’s PS, Comber PS, 
Knocknagoney PS, Orangefield PS and Brooklands PS

SUMMER SCIENCE PRIMARY
SCHOOL PROGRAMME

Mrs Cathy Fenning, from Understanding
Animal Research, visited the College to talk to
Years 12, 13 and 14 scientists. The public
debate on animal research sometimes gets
so heated that the facts can be overlooked.
Cathy was able to answer questions such as:
How many animals are used in research
every year? Do people know that most of
them are mice or rats? Why are animals

genetically modified? How is animal research
regulated? How are the animals cared for?
What actually happens to research animals?
How does the use of animals in research and
testing compare with other uses of animals
by society? Cathy also gave an outline of her
day-to-day routine. Well done to Sean and
Ashleigh for demonstrating the clothing used.

UNDERSTANDING ANIMAL RESEARCH
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LANGUAGES

‘Opportunity Europe and Beyond’ is organised
by Belfast City Council and the European
Commission Office in Northern Ireland with the
support of the Department for Social
Development. In its eighth year, it brings
thousands of students to the city to find out
more about working, studying, travelling and
volunteering abroad.

As usual, Lagan College students signed up
with great enthusiasm. A group of 30 Year 10s
and 8 Year 13s took part in a range of
workshops including taster sessions in Polish
and Italian, European Volunteering, salsa
dancing and performing as a Chinese
dragon. There were stalls offering delicious
food from all over the world and DJ Pete
Snodden from City Beat hosted the quiz. 

To our delight, the Lagan team was runner up
and goody bags were won by its five
members. All in all, a great day out that
highlighted the importance of Modern
Languages in the school curriculum and the
vast range of skills and opportunities offered
by the study of languages on the world stage. 

Aine MacParland

OPPORTUNITY EUROPE AND BEYOND

Lagan College’s 30th Birthday
Celebrations were kicked off on the
23rd September when we hosted a
European Breakfast for
invited guests from the
European Commission,
Belfast City Council,
Queen’s University and
Stormont. It was followed
by an Assembly on
Diversity in the College, also
attended by our Year 10s.
Many of our students took
part and we particularly
celebrated the part played in
the College by our students
who speak languages other
than English at home. We
planted bulbs to celebrate the small
seeds planted 30 years ago when the
College opened its doors. There were
prayers and readings on the theme of
celebrating difference and the video
“Diversity Alive”, featuring some of our
newcomer students, was shown. This
was a really special event, organised
by the Modern Languages Department
but reflecting the unique ethos of our
school. Well done and thanks to all
who participated!

Miss A Bell

DIVERSITY
ASSEMBLY
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EVENTUALLY, IT WAS MARCH AGAIN
AND TIME FOR OUR LEGENDARY
ANNUAL LAGAN COLLEGE CÉILÍ! 
The evening of the 8th of March saw the best
attendance of any of the Céilís ever, with
students from all year groups eagerly
participating in the dances along with
members of staff from all departments. This
year’s event coincided with Integrated
Education Week and saw us hosting visitors
from Bosnia, Macedonia, Croatia, Israel and
Palestine who were attending a Peace
Education Conference. As usual, the dances
were called by the legendary Mr G. ‘fear a tí’
Lenaghan with the John McGurran Céilí Band
providing the music. 

Continuing a tradition initiated in the Céilí of
2009, where a member of staff is invited to
learn and perform a song in the Irish
language, Mrs Tally Knipe, from the English
Department, obliged us with a beautiful,
phonetically perfect rendition of ‘Bheir mé o’ -
a touching ballad from the Scots Gaelic
tradition. She was accompanied on
keyboards by Miss Hoy from the Music
Department.  From the senior school, Orlagh
Thompson of 14LH gave us a rousing version
of a song called ‘Aililiú na Gamhna’ and from
the junior school, Chantelle McAteer of 9PRV
gave us a spirited rendition of the great
Donegal song ‘Oró, Sé do Bheatha ‘Bhaile’.
Both the girls and Mrs Knipe learnt their
songs off by heart and Mrs Quigg (or Miss
O’Connor as she was then!) remarked that
their pronunciation of the lyrics was perfect!
Orlagh and Chantelle were accompanied on
guitar by Mr Kevin Elliott, our resident sound
engineer, and on bodhrán by Michael
McManus from Year 12. 

As well as the usual competent display of
dancing by invited guests, the ‘Trim the Velvet’
school of Irish dancing, several of our own
students put on competent displays of their
own. Michaela Irwin of 8CV and Áine
Gorman of 8 OCN danced two excellent solo
dances attired in the beautiful costumes of
their respective dancing schools.  Rosie
Killick, 11QI, Aimée Nelson, 11MAX, Meadbh
O’Grady, 9CD and Katie Killick, 9BL, also
danced a beautiful four-handed dance which
they had devised and choreographed
themselves. As usual, the Traditional Group
kept the evening swinging with a fabulous
selection of jigs and reels! This year, we had
Michael McManus, 12FLN, on bodhrán,
Paddy McKeown, 11WHT, on guitar, Deirdre

and Conor MacMahon,10SM & 10NB, on
whistles with Rosie Killick, 11MAX, Charlotte
Beattie and Meadbh O’Grady, 9CD, on
fiddles. Oisin Jayat, 14LH, assisted and lent
experience and support. Jamie Gorman of 9
EDY entertained the crowd to a vigorous
display of juggling to the accompaniment of
a lively reel – a first for the Céilí!

Remembering that the word ‘Céilí’ has its
origins in the Irish words ‘le céile’ meaning
‘together’; it was truly appropriate that this
year’s Céilí fell during Integrated Education
Week – it was once again a truly integrated
event!

G.Lenaghan

CÉILÍ REPORT 2012
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ON FRIDAY 27TH JANUARY, SIXTY YEAR
10 STUDENTS FROM LAGAN COLLEGE
TOOK PART IN THE EXCITING
SPAGHETTI MARSHMALLOW
CHALLENGE.

The task was organised by the school’s busy
Mathematics department, supported by
Grahams Construction Company (currently
completing the school’s new build
programme). Teams of students were
challenged to build a structure around 30cm
high using uncooked spaghetti and
marshmallows. At the completion of the task,
pupils waited with baited breath as a weight
was placed on top of each structure to test its
strength. Emer Murnaghan, a civil
engineer from Grahams, talked to
the students about the many
interesting careers available to
them involving civil engineering.
Emer and Derek Mooney, Head of
the Mathematics Department,
had the responsibility of jointly
judging the structures. Prizes and
certificates were awarded to the
best outcomes. Pupils reported
having a fun day!

LAGAN COLLEGE HOST THE SPAG-MALL CHALLENGE

MATHS NEWS

All students in Years 8 to 10 have online Mathematics to do as part of
their homework. Students get awarded virtual medals for their
performance in their homework and other Maths games that they might
do. Each month certificates and chocolate prizes are awarded to the top
achievers. 
Students use this weblink to log on
http://schools.mangahigh.com/lagancollege
Congratulations to Jack Eaton, Sophie Ryans and Jonathan Bell who
were the top 3 students for November 2011. 

ONLINE HOMEWORKS MANGAHIGH

On 21st October, students from Mr Strain’s Year 8 Maths class
attended a MathsWeek lecture given by Matt Parker at the Girls’
Model school in Belfast. He gave a presentation on probability and
the chances of various things happening in real-life. For example,
the chance of winning the lottery is 0.00000715112%, but the
probability of dying in the next year is 0.0432%. In actual fact, the
probability of wining the lottery is less than the probability of dying in
the next 2 hours. 

YEAR 8 MATHS LECTURE BY MATT PARKER

W5 MATHS ROADSHOW
VISITS LAGAN COLLEGE
MATT CRAIG FROM W5 (MR MATHS) VISITS
LAGAN COLLEGE ON THE 9TH OF NOVEMBER.
HE GAVE A VERY INTERACTIVE LECTURE TO
LOTS OF YEAR 8
STUDENTS.

“I really enjoyed the
probability game with
the water pistols
because …it was a fun
way of looking at it.”

“…I enjoyed most about
the W5 people coming
in was learning about
Maths in a fun way. I
thought it was
interesting about the
extra cow to make the
problem work out”

“I liked the trick with the
water pistols”

” challenging and fun” 

MATHS
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During the Spring term, Year 8
and 9 students took part in
the annual Maths Powerpoint
Challenge. Each student was
given a topic, for example,
the area of a circle, negative
numbers, etc. They had to
produce a presentation on
their topic. Some students
even had a go at being a
teacher and presented their
topic to their class. Some
amazing, informative and
colourful slideshows were
made which were very
entertaining to watch. Well
done to everyone who took
part and demonstrated their
great ICT skills too. HMV
vouchers were awarded to
Rachel Currie(Yea r8) and
Casey Patterson (Year9).

D Mooney
Head of Maths

YEAR 8 AND 
9 MATHS
POWERPOINT
CHALLENGE

24 
GAME
ON WEDNESDAY 18TH APRIL, THE
SHARPEST MINDS IN YEAR 8 AND

9 AT MENTAL ARITHMETIC
GATHERED TOGETHER DURING
PERIOD 8 IN THE LIBRARY TO

COMPETE FOR THE PRESTIGE OF
BEING THE BEST AT THE 24 GAME.

43 pupils from across Year 8 & 9
challenged each other in mental

arithmetic. They were split into groups
of 4 and 5 and went head to head in
the knock-out round. Each group had

a 6th Form pupil adjudicating and
recording the results from the quick
fire rounds. From these groups, the

best 9 pupils were chosen to compete
in the final. This proved to be an

exciting conclusion to the event with
Michael Hare in 8CRR triumphing over
all the others. 2nd place was given to
Tom Seaton in 9WTN and 3rd was to

Daryl Castaneda 9BL. A big thank you
goes to all the competitors and 6th

Form pupils that assisted and to Mrs
Danter for organising the event.

Countdown
came to
Lagan
College in
June, with
strong competition between all
the Year 9 form classes.  After a
couple of practice rounds, the
competition started on Monday
11th June with pupils in teams of
four.  They completed three letter
rounds and three number
rounds followed by a tricky
conundrum.

Well done to all the Year 9
pupils, who took part with great
enthusiasm.  Congratulations to
the following teams, who won
their form class heats and made
it to the finals:

YEAR 9 COUNTDOWN CHALLENGE

The finals were held and the victorious teams were:

9EDY & 9CD

9BL – TOXIC TELETUBBIES
9CD – HEAD BUTT

9EDY – THE HILL BILLIES
9FN – FINLEY’S

9MCE – NO NAMES (PENCIL)

9PRV –  NO NAME
9PTN –  NACHOS FIRE

TIGERS
9WTN – THE IRISH
LEPRECHAUNS

YEAR 9 TEAMS
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LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
LAGAN COLLEGE 2011

‘Little Shop of Horrors’, as the name may
suggest, is a terrifying production that
explores the powerful themes of love,
loyalty and poverty in 1960s New York: oh,
and man eating botany!  All of which is
wrapped up in nice little comedic bundle
that ends, as it only could, in a Stevie
Wonder-esque musical number sung by a
large, lever controlled puppet of a Venus
flytrap-come-avocado!

It would be difficult to tell the whole story so
I’ll provide a really quick version. The show
begins with an overture and a booming
voice (that is described in the script as ‘A
Voice, not unlike God’s’) that relays the story
of an epidemic that once threatened the
very existence of the human race. This voice
was of course that of our own Head Boy,
Michael Morrow, who does a very fine
attempt at a God impression everyday!  The
musical is set in the sixties, in a failing
flower shop located in Skid Row –
familiarise yourself with this term, as it is
used around about 700 times throughout
the show – said flower shop is owned by a
Mr Mushnik (Daniel Cunningham) and is
run by our hapless hero, Seymour Krelborn

VOICES57
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(Gavin Peden). The entire musical is
narrated through song by three Skid Row
street urchins, Crystal (Kirstie Morrow),
Chiffon (Meabh Donnelly) and Ronnette
(Jade Walker) who styled and dancing like
The Supremes, provide some beautiful
harmonies and ‘sass’. 

One day a plant from another planet is
found in a flower market by the young
Seymour, who affectionately, although
somewhat inappropriately, names the plant
Audrey II, after the love of his life, Audrey:
the play’s well meaning but ditsy heroine,
played by Danica Marjanovic. Seymour
discovers that the only way that this plant
can grow is by feeding off… human blood.
Here we find the horror element of the little

shop. In order to keep the plant alive,
impress the potential lover and keep the
flower shop from ruin, Seymour ends up
feeding the plant various characters
including a sadistic dentist, Orin Scravello
D.D.S (Stephen Hare).

Tragedy unfolds as the play progresses,
ending up with the total annihilation of the
human race, including all of our dear
characters, except of course for Audrey II,
the plant that caused the whole ordeal.
Luckily for me, as I portrayed the voice of
Audrey II, meaning that I am the only cast
member who lived!

However, there were many other people
who created the successful musical -  from

the musicians: Mrs H Killick, Mr A Fusco
and Mr D Strain; to choreography by Felicity
Goddard; to the video design, production
and editing (yes, it was a Multi-Media
Production) by Ryan Hollinger; to the
singing and dancing talents by the Chorus;
to the mastery of puppetry by Ashleigh
Allen and Callum Shaw (also our convincing
Wino!); through the direction of acting by
Ms M Bell; of the technical side by Mr K
Elliot and his team and of Music (amongst
millions of other bizarre, but in retrospect,
brilliant ideas!) Mrs O Donnelly.  The
production managed to play to large
audiences every night and never failed to
be… an experience! 

CONOR GORMALLY
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This was a dream come true for Mrs O Donnelly, Head of Music. She
had always wanted to host a non-competitive, collaborative choral
festival where the emphasis was on celebration. All the secondary
integrated schools were invited; those attending were Blackwater,
Hazelwood, Newbridge, Priory, Strangford and Ulidia Integrated
Colleges as well as host school, Lagan College. All choirs prepared
either one or two songs to sing on their own, after which everyone
(233 students in total) performed ‘Why We Sing’ by Greg Gilpin. It was

a fabulous, fun day with sensational singing sounds. Friendships
were formed and strengthened between staff and students. Thirty-
three Newbridge Integrated College students, along with their
teacher, former Lagan College teacher, Tracy McClean (neé Wilson),
and three students from Hazelwood Integrated College, subsequently
came to see the school show, Little Shop of Horrors, at Lagan College
a few days later. Many thanks to Mrs Donnelly for organising such a
special event.

FIRST INTEGRATED CHORAL FESTIVAL

ON TUESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY THE YEAR 13 ART & DESIGN CLASS VISITED RITA DUFFY’S NEW EXHIBITION, ARCTIC CIRCUS, AT
THE F.E. MCWILLIAM GALLERY IN BANBRIDGE. 

This exhibition of new works by Duffy is inspired by her three month residency in Norway and her travels to the Arctic Circle in 2010. The title of the
exhibition, Arctic Circus, references both the Arctic Circle and the famous Duffy’s Circus which Rita Duffy visited as a child. Works exhibited include
drawings, oils, watercolours and small sculptures carved from bars of hand soap. The Year 13 students enjoyed the exhibition and the talk given by the
gallery guide. Their challenge now is to create their own piece of sculpture from a bar of soap!

Year 13 Visit ‘Arctic Circus’
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Lagan has received its 3rd Green Flag which is quite a BIG
achievement as this moves Lagan into being 1 of only 6 secondary
schools in Northern Ireland to have achieved this! The school was
inspected by Eco Schools Northern Ireland at the end of the summer
term.  The inspector was brought for a tour around the school and
tested a few pupils on the spot! They were very impressed with the
work of the Senior and Junior Eco committees. 

Lagan also successfully completed the ‘Litter Less’ challenge. The Litter
Legend VS Litter Loser campaign has been going fantastic. It can be
said that the Litter Legends are winning!

Pupils received a non-uniform day as a reward for reducing
litter around the campus. Some new bins have been placed
around the school and painted as monster bins! Well done
to Nina Cleland who won the “Design A Bin Competition,”;
she received a £15 gift voucher. 

So keep the school tidy and we will be on track to a non-
uniform day and if the place is kept totally litter free,-a half
day off!

Article by Nicolas Jamison (Eco Reporter)

LAGAN COLLEGE WINS 3RD GREEN FLAG AWARD

Eco Poem
Re-usin’ and recyclin’ can help with everythin’
It can help you do your job,
If you put it in the right bin!

Cut down on paper
Cut down on waste,
So put it in the right bin
Or you’ll be a right disgrace!

Written by:
Chantelle Kenny, Megan Weatherup, Rebekah Lynne
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ECO REPORT
IT’S BEEN A VERY BUSY YEAR AS USUAL FOR THE ECO COMMITTEE!

ASSEMBLIES
The last week of half-term in February saw
the committee deliver a series of
assemblies to all year groups on the theme
of LITTER. This included a dramatic
presentation of how to ‘score a litter goal’
(aka put rubbish in a bin!) and a screening
of the latest film masterpiece of Ryan
Hollinger-who took a spaghetti western
style approach to the current stand-off
between ‘Litter Legend’ and ‘Litter Losers’ on
the campus.

NON UNIFORM DAY
Over a period of 7 weeks, the campus was
being judged on the state of its litter as part
of the ‘Litter Less’ campaign. It was agreed
that, if an average score of 7 out of 10 was
achieved over the 7 weeks, that pupils
would be rewarded with a non-uniform day.

The campaign started off very well with a
remarkable difference in litter, and a terrific
8 out of 10 being scored one particular
week. However, after New Year, things took

a turn for the worse and, some weeks, the
school just scraped a 6 out of 10 score.
However, all in all, it was a close fought
match and the Litter Legend 7:Litter Loser 3
score was hard won.

As is customary, all pupils made a £2
donation for charity on the day and we
raised a grand total of £988.85 to be split
between Sierra Leone and the stained glass
window for the new chaplaincy.

Well done to all those Litter Legends who
made it possible!

The Lagan College Eco committee
started off another year with all guns
blazing! The school successfully
launched its own Litter Less
campaign in September as part of
the ‘Clean Up the World’ project.
Northern Ireland is one of only five
countries in the world to have been
given the opportunity to take part in
the campaign and Lagan was quick
to ensure that our school got to take one of
the limited places on the scheme.

All staff and pupils were given the
opportunity to present ideas on addressing
the problem of litter on the campus and
many brilliant ideas were presented e.g.
“Funky bins; buy ones that appeal to pupils or
paint and decorate the ones we have,” “We
could grade the litter weekly and the
cleanliness of the College could be tied into a
whole school reward- eg non-uniform day

but still a payment for charity” and
“have an anti-litter squad with
badges who do a clean-up after
lunch and break.” As part of the Litter
Less Campaign, specially designed
posters will be placed around the
campus, These were the best entries
from an in-school competition. The
winning poster was designed by
Peter Coates of Year 9 who will

receive a £15 gift voucher-well done!

The Committee also took one of the Big
Message Assemblies with Years 9 and 10 on
the theme of Service during which a
representative of Carbon Detectives came to
present a certificate and prize for Lagan
College winning second place in the UK wide
competition. The prize was a whole school
Eco audit and an energy monitoring device.

However, the big news for this year is that we

won a coveted third Green Flag Award!! All
pupils, parents and staff are invited to
support the continuing Eco work of the
College and ensure that we continue to go
from strength to strength! 

Be part of the solution!

J Patton

(Environment Co-ordinator) 

LITTER LESS!
CARBON DETECTIVE AWARD!
THIRD GREEN FLAG!

Email the Editor, Mrs Deborah Hill, at
lagancollegemagazine@yahoo.com

IF YOU ARE AN EX-PUPIL,
OR KNOW OF ONE, WITH AN INTERESTING
CAREER PATH, GET IN TOUCH TODAY FOR

NEXT YEAR'S ISSUE OF THE
LAGAN COLLEGE SCHOOL MAGAZINE

'VOICES'.
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The Lagan College French Department trip to
Nice was a huge success! A group of 28
students and 4 lucky teachers visited Nice and
Monaco, to see the culture and hear the
language, but mostly to have fun. The students,
who were Years 9 & 10, had great fun, saw
amazing things and even learnt a little French.
The trip began on the 10th June; everyone had
to get up early as we had to be at the airport at
7.30am. We arrived in Nice around lunch time
after a smooth flight. The temperature was
unbelievable; over the five days, it was never
lower than 28 degrees! On the second day, we
visited Monaco, went to the Prince’s Palace and
on a train tour around the streets. In the
evening, we all went bowling. Turns out the
teachers are all pretty good and I am not! On
the third day, we went on a guided tour of Nice
and ate loads of ice cream as it was so hot.
Later, we went to the beach and splashed in the
water. There was a festival going on at night in

A NICE TRIP TO NICE!

TRIPS AND TRAVEL
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Twenty-two Year 13 Politics students and two
teachers headed to London on Thursday 15th
March to experience the sights and sounds of
one of the most vibrant and politically
influential cities in the world.

A tricky start, which saw our flight being
delayed, prompted a swift change of plans
and, after voting, we decided to have some
free time in the sunshine for lunch and go to
Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum instead of
visiting the Imperial War Museum as we 
had planned.  

A sunny walk through the glorious London
parkland set us up for dinner and our night at
the theatre.  Billy Elliot was the choice. What a
combination – ballet and gritty class politics of
the 1980s. This was a fantastic production
enjoyed by all. It was even reported that Mr
Wishart was practising his pirouettes on the
way back to the hotel.

Friday morning took us through the teeming
London rush hour to the Houses of Parliament.
We were treated to a tour of Parliament
including the legendary Commons chamber.
We then had a chance to stand for our own
elections. This was an eagerly fought campaign
which gave us a very useful insight into
elections and the various systems available.

The students were then treated to the gift of
free time strolling (and cycling) around bustling
Covent Garden and yet another opportunity to
milk the sights of beautiful London town.  

Yet again, this was an amazing experience for
the Politics class, enjoyed by all.

POLITICS TRIP
TO LONDON

the old town, so we went and had a look at
that. It was really interesting to see the different
cultures. The next day was everyone’s favourite.
Mrs Mills took us to Aquasplash and 
Marineland. Aquasplash was a massive water
park where we spent all of the morning on the
rides. This was the hottest day and we had to
keep putting lots of sun cream on. After lunch,
we went to see a killer whale show. I had never
seen one before and it was amazing! On the
last day, we went to the market, where we
could buy gifts for friends and family. To end the
trip, we took a scenic boat trip around the coast
of Nice and Monaco and it was beautiful. We all
came home having had lots of fun, feeling tired
and sun tanned! This was an extremely fun trip
to be part of and helped with our French as we
were immersed in the French culture.

Hugh Mackey and 
Caitlin Hounsell 11 DWD

My time in Nice was the best time of my life! I
shared a room with my friends, Ashleigh and
Bronagh. I loved the day we spent in Monaco at
the Palace seeing the little stalls, shops and
docks. The weather was amazing, it was so
warm. The nights in the town of Nice were the
highlights of the trip. Ashleigh, Bronagh and I
along with a few more people walked around the
shops and watched the street performers. It was
so funny! People were pretending to be statues

and animals and one
man put on a dance
show which involved
people in the crowd.
All the streets were so
quaint; all the walls
had flowers growing
up them. It was so pretty! When I got home, I
really missed the atmosphere of Nice, though it
was fun telling all the stories that happened
and giving my friends and family their gifts.

Tara Locke 10 CD
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Miss Wells, Miss Wightman and Mr
McCann organised our second
Science trip to Edinburgh to coincide
with National Science Week. We had
an early 5.30am start and headed off
to Larne for the 7.30am ferry.  Peter
Shaw’s dad had arranged for a
special announcement from the
Captain to welcome us on board and
invited us to visit the bridge. It was
also Jonathan Bell’s birthday and his
mum supplied lots of birthday cake to
help celebrate.  After arriving in
Cairnryan, we travelled to the
Riverside Transport Museum and were
able to take in a visit to the tall ship
moored alongside the museum. We
then travelled on to Edinburgh,
checked into our youth hostel and, in
the evening, had our scary Witchery
tour of Old Edinburgh guided by the
ghost of Adam Lyal who was hung for
highway robbery 1811. On day two, we
had a lie-in until 7.30am, and, after
breakfast, walked the short distance to
Edinburgh Castle for a morning tour.
Our busy day continued with visits to
Camera Obscura, Dynamic Earth and,
after dinner, we improved our

numeracy skills with a game of ten pin
bowling. On day three, we travelled
back to Glasgow for our visit to the
Science Centre and a visit to the IMAX
cinema to see the 3-D Underwater
film. We had a fantastic trip with 31
brilliant students who were a credit to
the College.

CELEBRATING NATIONAL 
SCIENCE WEEK IN EDINBURGH

64VOICES
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Gary Connolly, Gary McFadden, Jim
McCloskey and Conor Gardner.

Lagan College recently held a Fashion Show at La
Mon House Hotel. The show was organised on behalf
of the Parents’ Council and Staff Committee of Lagan
College and featured pupils, parents and teachers.

FASHION SHOW

School principal
Amanda McNamee
and Gary McFadden.

Student at
Fashion Show

Maureen Ellson, Patricia Woods,
Sharon Elkin,  Amanda
McNamee and Linda Sage.

Karoline Scott, Stephen Rafferty,
Christine Anderson, Pete Cornwell,
Jamie-Lee Golding and Natalie Kearney.

Stacey Lemon, Jacqui Rogan,
Jayne Atkinson, Brendan Dowd,
Una Walters and Roisin Harbinson.

Mandy Fullerton and
Joan Thompson.

Gareth Hamilton and
Sara Truesdale.

Joan Thompson, Veronica McCrory,
Raymond and Mandy Fullerton,
Catherine and Jacqueline Mark.
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Ann and Ciaran
McCann, Ray and
Carol Baker and
Jayne Atkinson.

Eilish Kelly, James Ellson, Maureen

Ellson And Liza Wilkinson

Gillian Fairley, Claire Murphy,
Yvonne Mannus and Marie Evans.

Barrie and
Sharon Elkin

Bert McCulloch, School Principal
Amanda McNamee, Victor Hamilton,
Kirby Thompson and Marcus Mark.

Victoria and Colm Davis

Cathy Burns and
John-Paul Patton

Anthea and
Alan Cowie

Brendan and
Pauline Dowd

On Friday 15th June, Staff, Governors,
Directors, Parents and past pupils enjoyed
an evening at Belfast City Hall,
celebrating 30 years of Lagan College. 

30TH ANNIVERSARY 
GALA DINNER
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Diana Tarry, Sharon Verwoerd,
Father Paul and Jennifer Steele.

School Staff Rita Morgan,
Deborah Hill, Sharon McKee,

Gillian Cooke, Laura
Mulholland, Carol Burch and

Emma Niblock.

Teacher Peter Mulholland, Parent and Governor Maeve
Mulholland, 1st School Director and Governor Donal

McFerran and First Pupil Campbell Mulholland.

John Rice, Geraldine Rice
(Lagan College Board of

Governors) and Past Pupil
Sarah Gillespie

Brenda McMillan,
Ursula McCluggage,
Tracey McCaughey,
Jayne Atkinson,
Fiona Hutchinson
and Heather Parkes

Peter Southgate, Sheila Greenfield,
School Principal Amanda McNamee, Pat

Arnill, Gerry Jones and D r Brian Lambkin.

30TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER
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ROYAL VISIT

Stephen Reid, Joanne Reid
and Mayor of Castlereagh

Cllr Jim White.

Helen McHugh, Vincent
Cafolla and Dr. Jill McIvor.

Rosie Drysdale, Ian Bradley, Sharon Elkin
and Trevor Mitchell

Pupils and staff
from Lagan College.

Helen Killick and Sharon Verwoerd with
Ashleigh Allen, Erin McKeown, Caitriona

McDonnell and Dan McParland.

Prince Edward with pupils and staff
from Lagan College

The Earl of Wessex, Prince Edward, recently visited Lagan College.
The Prince met with staff and pupils and saw demonstrations of
experiments in a science classroom during the visit to mark the
integrated school’s 30th anniversary.
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ROYAL VISIT

Roisin Harbinson and
Patricia Woods

Richard Sherry, Helen Smyth
and Don Anderson.

The Earl of Wessex meets someLagan College pupils.

PAGE4-5_Layout 1  25/02/2013  14:58  Page 2



• Jack Coulter-Duffy
Paint on board

• Daisy Allen
Mixed media on board

• Simon Elliott
Paint on board

• Nikki Douglas
Installation

• Orlagh Thompson
Paint on board

A2 LEVEL
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• Olivia Gamble
Mono-print on paper

• Laura Reid
Lino print on wax paper

• Jacqueline Livings
Acrylic paint on paper

•  Ben Taggart
Acrylic paint on canvas

AS LEVEL
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TRIPS AND TRAVEL

WORLD
CHALLENGE TO
TANZANIA
On 1st July 2012, eleven Year 13 students along
with Robert McKee, Emma Morgan and Dave

Carlton embarked on an adventure to Tanzania,
just below the horn of Africa. The trip was the
culmination of a year and a half of training and
fundraising, during which we climbed several
mountains in the Mournes, as well as the hills
surrounding Belfast. We even climbed both
Donegal’s Errigal and Muckish in one day. Whilst
sitting around the campfire, a pleasant relief from
the midges, at Dave’s sister’s Donegal home, it
seemed strange to think that soon we would be
below the equator, trekking in Africa!

Around 2 weeks later, we were at the City Airport,
waiting for Emma, who eventually turned up
exactly an hour late! We were on our way to
Heathrow where we would have a nine hour
wait. This was spent eating, playing hunt and
trying to stop an angry Dave from buying
cigarettes (he was trying to give up!). A further 14
hours on planes awaited us before we finally
arrived in Kenya where we were met by one of
our guides, Peter Manse. We found ourselves in
an entirely new world. In Africa, there are people

VOICES65
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everywhere, walking at the side of long
roads, sitting by trees, selling potatoes and
onions by the roadside. But the first thing that
hits you is the smell. It’s not a bad smell. In
fact. it’s one of my fondest memories of Kenya
and Tanzania. The air is thick with the aroma
of food, fire, smoke, petrol, the smell of things
happening all around you!

Peter took us to a local supermarket to stock
up on food and cooking equipment and then
drove us to the compound where we would
be staying that night. A young cook whose
surname was conveniently ‘Chef’, showed us
how to butcher a chicken to make a delicious
tomato chicken dish and how to make
japatis, a kind of simple unleavened bread.
Unfortunately for us, we were also able to try
wimbi porridge; a brown, slimy, sugary goo
that certainly didn’t resemble what we knew
as porridge.

The next day, we left Kenya by bus, travelling
along stretches of dusty road that severed the
vast dry planes in two. The journey took
around 7 hours but we had our first glimpses
of Kilimanjaro, its summit poking through the
clouds, before arriving in Moshi town,
Tanzania. Much of our first week was spent in
Mondulli Juu with the Massai people, which
involved yet another long and very cramped
dala dala (a very small minibus) journey. On
our way, we pulled into an industrial estate
which began to worry a few of us. We then
pulled inside one of the buildings and
stopped beside a container and, to our

surprise, we had just arrived at a very strange
little restaurant. I remember fish, Ugali (the
national dish), and chips being the only things
on the menu. The fish was somewhat
’complete’ and didn’t look particularly
appetising. Conleth, for some reason, poked
out the eye with his fork and ate it. Most of us
ordered the ugali, a thick dough like mass
that’s eaten with a meat or bean sauce.
Unfortunately for Dave, the ugali didn’t quite
agree with his stomach which made for an
unpleasant second half of the bus journey for
all of us. We were ‘relieved’ when Dave could
finally change in Monduli!

Whilst staying with the Massai people, we
spent two days trekking in the rainforest and
the grazing lands. Our evenings were spent
around the campfire surrounded by complete
darkness, with a Massai warrior keeping
watch. We also had the opportunity to see a
traditional Massai dance and to have a goat
slaughtered; Conleth, Phil and I each drank
the goat’s blood after being offered it by
Simon, our Massai guide! The meat was
cooked over the camp fire and was one of the
best meals I have ever had; each of us came
away with a Massai souvenir such as a cloak,
a water bottle, a Massai knife or a bracelet.

The second week of our trip was the most
challenging when we climbed Kilimanjaro,
Africa’s highest mountain at 5895m. The
climb took us six days up and down and was
the hardest thing any of us have ever done.
We spent four days ascending before
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reaching Kibo hut (the same height as Mont Blanc,
Europe’s highest mountain). It took around 7 hours
of walking to reach Kibo from our previous hut
When we arrived, we had a cup of tea and some
popcorn before sleeping for an hour. We then had
dinner, slept for another three and a half hours
and got up at 11.30pm in the freezing cold to begin
our gruelling summit attempt at midnight. We
reached Uhuruh Peak at 7 in the morning after
hours of zig-zagging and scrambling up the scree
in the darkness. We arrived at the top just in time
to see the sun, quite literally, rise over Africa. 

The decent to Kibo took us just 2 hours, where we
got some soup and bread before starting the 4
hour trek back down to Horombo hut. We are the
only world challenge group this year to have got
100% of the group to the very top! After arriving

back down in Monduli town, which has an
unbelievable view of the mountain, we couldn’t
quite believe that just the previous day we had
been to the very top! To relax after the climb, we
spent a day on safari in the Ngorongoro Crater
where we were lucky enough to see hippos, lions,
giraffes, buffalo, zebra, hyenas and many different
types of birds! One lion caused a traffic jam by
lying down in the middle of the track and refusing
to move! 

The final stage of our trip was our project. We spent
a few days staying at a school on the rural slopes of
Kilimanjaro where we began the restoration of a
Kilimanjaro national park building that had fallen
into ruin. This involved searching for and buying the
materials required, such as cement, aggregate,
wood, sand, nails and irons rods. Most of the group
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spent the first day scraping off the mud and weeds
that had grown and they even had to remove a
small tree that had grown inside! Dave, Phil and I
spent the day wandering around the villages on
foot and walking up to people’s houses to ask if
they had any materials that we could buy. This was
a long, but still very interesting, task. It wasn’t exactly
hurried along by the extremely relaxed pace of our
guide, named ‘Godlistens’! The next day we began
carrying the materials to the project site and had the
opportunity to meet the children whose school we
had been staying at. We brought the children small
gifts such as balloons, pencils, dominos, and they
were ecstatic to see us. The balloons caused
stampedes as hundreds of children ran and
grasped after one balloon until it finally popped! At
the school, it’s the pupils who cook the lunches, do
all the cleaning and keep the place tidy!

We returned to Moshi the next day. After almost a
month away, we were spending our final evening
in Tanzania at the Union Coffee Shop. The café
makes a mean chicken burger and even has a
man with a shotgun standing outside! We couldn’t
quite believe that after almost 2 years of planning
our trip, our adventure was about to end. Whilst
sitting in the coffee shop discussing all our
favourite bits of the trip, Moshi seemed to wave us
a final goodbye in the form of a trumpet band. The
band, dressed in blue shiny shirts and mounted
on the back of a pickup truck, filled the street with
the most wonderfully happy tune and we all
jumped to record the strange event! 

Two days of travelling took us from Moshi to
Nairobi, Nairobi to Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi to
London and London to Belfast and back to where
we had begun, at Belfast City Airport, where we
were greeted by our parents in our ragged t-shirts
and dusty boots.

Luke Withers
Year 13
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What was your childhood
ambition?
To travel the world, become
a teacher and to be a good
mummy.

What were you like when
you were at high school?
Very outgoing and talkative,
I loved sports. I was not
naturally smart; I had to
work hard to do well in
school. I didn’t get into
trouble; I was very well
behaved apart from
perhaps talking too much.

What were your first
impressions of 
Lagan College?
I couldn’t believe that the
school had been open so
long and still had no proper
school building but the staff
were so welcoming, I felt
right at home straight
away. I was perhaps too
comfortable as I took over
the staffroom with all 
my books!

Who inspires you?
My grandparents. They are
amazing. They would do
anything for me and our
whole family. My granda
even picked me up and
brought me to and from
work everyday before I
started driving.
What kind of music 

do you like?
All sorts but I really love
Coldplay and I would love
to see them in concert.

If you could pick any
actor/actress to play you
in a film of your life story
who would you choose? 
Sandra Bullock. She is a
brilliant actress and she
seems to be a really 
nice person.

Describe yourself in 
three words.
Dedicated, talkative 
and friendly.

What is your funniest or
most embarrassing
experience?
I tend to fall over and walk
into things a lot; you will
usually see me in school
running into doors that you
need to pull open instead of
push. I’ve walked into a lot
of bus stops and 
street lamps. 

Miss Lemon

What was your childhood
ambition?
When leaving school, I
wanted to travel, so I
thought I would like a
career as an air hostess.
My Dad, however, being a
typical and rather
traditional country man,
decided a more sensible
choice would be a career in
banking.  So, I joined the
Northern Bank and was
posted to Belfast, where I
soon adjusted to my new
city life and came to the
conclusion that Northern
Ireland wasn’t such a bad
place after all.

What were you were like
when you were at 
high school?
I think that I was shy but my
sister says that  I talked 
too much.

What were your first
impressions of Lagan
College?
What happened to all the
blackboards & chalk?!!!!!

Who inspires you?
Katie Piper, the girl who had
acid thrown in her face
which left her with severe
facial burns and blind in one
eye. She has since rebuilt her
life and has set up a charity
to give support and hope to
other burns survivors. 

What kind of music do 
you like?
Anything from Adele, The
Waterboys, Tom Jones to
Classical.

If you could pick any
actress to play you in a
film of your life story who
would you choose? 
It would be an honour to
have someone like Meryl
Streep tell my life story. She
has played so many
different characters and
roles and it would be
interesting to see how she
would portray me. Robert
Redford, Alex Baldwin and
Tommy Lee Jones would all
have parts to play too, 
of course!

Describe yourself in 
three words.
Far too organised.

What is your funniest or
most embarrassing
experience?
One year, I decided to
make my friends a gift of a
hanging basket but, a
month later, I realised that I
had mixed cement into the
soil instead of plant
fertiliser. Talk about 
hardy annuals!!

Ms Hutchinson
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What was your 
childhood ambition?
When I was very young, it was to be
a fire fighter, or something cool like
that. Later, I had the idea that I was
going to be a chiropodist – you
know, one of those people that
know all about feet. I went on work
experience and saw some poor
lady with green, pus filled and
gangrenous toes and decided it
was not for me! 

What were like when you
were at high school?
There are a few lucky (and long-
serving) souls blessed with having
had me in their class from way back
when I was a student at Lagan –
they might be more honest than
me. My recollections are that I was a
pretty good student at school.

What were your first
impressions 
of Lagan College?
As a student in Lagan, I was
always really impressed at the
way, even as a Year 8, you could
have great conversation/banter
with the teachers. I remember that
the moments waiting for buses at
Henry Jones etc were never
wasted time. I once had the gall to
say that you didn’t really need
Maths after primary school (sorry
Mr Mooney – I was only Year 8)
and Mrs Gough, among others,
took the time to correct my faulty
thinking by listing all the things I
would miss out on without Maths.

Who inspires you?
Miss (History) Morgan – have
you ever seen her mark a set of
essays? She is like a race car
and I am like a moped (with a
flat tyre if it is a Monday), I often

think if I leave my marking in
amongst her stack, then she
won’t even notice the extra
papers. Maybe I’ll just sneak
some across there now…

What kind of music do you like?
Always been a bit of an Indie
kid and so, growing up, I
listened to the Stone Roses and
later Oasis etc. Now I like pretty
much anything with real
instruments and words!

If you could pick any
actor/actress to play you in a
film of your life story who
would you choose? 
Tom Cruise – one of the last
great movie stars (even if he
has gone a bit weird in 
recent years…)

Describe yourself in three words.
Cheerful, optimistic and (a tiny
bit) nerdy.

What is your funniest or most
embarrassing experience?
Difficult to narrow down to just
one! However, once, while in
assembly in school as a pupil,
everyone was in the hall as I
came in a little late. It was some
very important careers type talk
and was very serious as I
squeezed in at the front so I
could see the screen. Suddenly,
everyone turned round to me
and laughed. I had stepped on
the projector cord and pulled it
out of the socket – the screen
had gone blank and everyone
knew I was responsible.

Peter Mulholland

What was your childhood
ambition?
My ultimate ambition
growing up was to play
rugby for Ireland.

What were you like when
you were at high school?
I loved being involved in
extra-curricular activities so
I played in every team and
played in every band.

What were your first
impressions of Lagan
College?
I really enjoyed the friendly
staff, and still do.

Who inspires you?
My mother; she gave up
her job to look after my Dad
when he was ill.

What kind of music do 
you like?
I like all music but mostly
classical and jazz.

If you could pick any
actor/actress to play you
in a film of your life story
who would you choose? 
Liam Neeson.

Describe yourself in 
three words.
Musical, sporty and quiet.

What is your funniest or
most embarrassing
experience?
When I was 18, I was given
the opportunity to play with
a professional orchestra. 
I had looked forward to this
moment for a few years but
on the night of the long
awaited performance, I got
my drum sticks out, sat
behind the drums and fell
off the stage!

Mr Smyth

SPOTLIGHT ON...
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What was your childhood
ambition?
To be a nurse, had nurses’
uniforms from age 2 years.

What were you like when
you were at high school?
Good fun, interacted well
with people and worked
hard, had a very good,
small circle of friends, 
that I’m still in contact 
with today.

What were your first
impressions of Lagan
College?
It was’nt the building , but the
staff and pupils, who continue
to inspire me. The
school is completely different
to anywhere I have worked
before. There’s a sense of
caring, sharing and
belonging, it’s a special place.

Who inspires you?
Anyone who’s willing to go
the extra mile for people,
people in the background
who work tirelessly, with no
complaint or  little reward.

What kind of music do
you like?
Anything from the 70s / 80s
motown, Van Morrison

If you could pick any
actor/actress to play you
in a film of your life story
who would you choose? 
I have no idea, if you spoke
to the pupils it would be
Barbara Windsor probably,
staff Hilda Ogden, me
Jennifer Aniston!

Describe yourself in 
three words.
Loyal, Caring, stubborn

What is your funniest or
most embarrassing
experience?
Had too many over the
years, and most too
inappropriate to put 
on paper!

Nurse O’ Loan

What was your childhood
ambition?
When I was in junior school, my
main ambition was to be a nurse.
However, by the time I was ready
to choose my GCSE subjects I was
more interested in the arts,
although I still chose to take
Biology and Chemistry, even
though it wasn’t compulsory to do
a Science GCSE in those days.
After completing my A’Levels, I
went on to study for a degree in
English Literature...which wouldn’t
have been very helpful if I had still
wanted to be a nurse! 

What were you were like when
you were at high school?
I was in the top class throughout
High School but I was usually up to
mischief and didn’t work quite as
hard as I should have. As I was
generally quiet, I mostly got away
with it!   

What were your first impressions
of Lagan College?
On my first day, I was working in
Mrs Jellett’s room (M14) and I can
remember being shocked by how
untidy it was and even more
shocked that Mrs Jellett knew
exactly where everything was in
spite of this. That was over 14
years ago and I have since
become used to the ways of the
art department. In fact, they will all
probably say that I am the
messiest one of all now!

Who inspires you?
My Mum is a huge inspiration to
me. She has done so much for our
family over the years but I am
most inspired by how she

donated a kidney to save her
sister’s life last year.

What kind of music do 
you like?
I like a wide range of music but
some examples are: Paloma
Faith, Crowded House, The Cure,
Echo & the Bunnymen, The Stone
Roses (who I met after they played
at Maysfield when I was only 15!),
First Aid Kit and I will admit to
being a fan of musical theatre and
of the country band The Dixie
Chicks. 

If you could pick any actress to
play you in a film of your life
story who would you choose? 
Salma Hayek. Not only is she
stunning (why would you choose
someone who wasn’t?!)  but she
really impressed me when she
played Mexican artist Frida Kahlo
in the film ‘Frida’.!

Describe yourself in 
three words.
Resilient & level headed (mostly!)

What is your funniest or most
embarrassing experience?
Like everyone, I have my fair share
of funny moments over the years
but the one that stands out in my
mind was when Miss Rogan and I
set up a prank phone call for Mr
Burch. As he got more and more
irate with the person on the other
end of the phone, which was
actually a voice activated
telephone message, the more
Miss Rogan and I laughed
uncontrollably!

Mrs Hill

SPOTLIGHT ON...
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When I was young,
You cared for me.
From monsters and ghosts,
The things I couldn’t see.

As I grew you told me,
Advice I’ll never forget.
From tying my shoes and washing 
my hands,
To caring for my very first pet.

Now I say I hate you,
But really I do care.
I really would be nothing,
Without that love you share.

You’re always there for me,
Listening to what I have to say.
You support and guide me,
Throughout every single day.

Anna Bradley  10CD

BELFAST HILLS

When I go up to the Belfast hills, all
layered and prepared, I look upon the
landscape, sweeping and bare, and
I see;

The pinkness of the heather engulfing 
all the land,
And inside a hen harrier, sitting on 
its nest,
Cows grazing on the rough farmland,
And a chanting grouse shows off its
bright red chest.

A peregrine swoops the steep, rugged cliffs,
And tiny little stonechat, hops among 
the rushes,
In the sky a sparrow hawk hunts 
the thrushes.
The sun sets, and I head back home, and
the nocturnal animals come out to play;

A Barn owl glides over the valleys,

A fox stalks a hare,
A hedge hog ruffles the fallen leaves,
The nuts and berries on the ground,
And out comes a badger family, ready to share.

Leon Letzner Hawkins

DIVIDED BY COLOURS

Different flags with different colours,
Humans with different opinions,
But in the end we are all the same.

The differences are colours,
The colours of orange and green,
And the colours of red and blue.
But in the end everyone is the same as
me and you. 
We fight and row,
But really it’s just lives that are losing,
Bombs and explosions, 
This is what we are choosing.

Different denominations, same beliefs,
It’s colours that divide us,
Why does this happen, 
Why, why, why?

By Jack Burns

LATE AUGUST

We packed up the car and we drove 
out of town
to get our school stuff, we moaned with 
a frown.
The end of summer what a bummer!
The start of school not so cool!
Bye bye sunshine, hello rainy days
Late August always has its ways.

Not many sleeps,
The bus horn beeps
Bye bye sunshine, hello rainy days
Late August always has its ways.

No time to play the sun’s away,

No more feeding the horses hay.
Bye bye sunshine, hello rainy days
Late August always has its ways
Bye bye sunshine, hello rainy days
Late August always has its ways.

By Catriona McCabe 8OCN

STOLEN BY A CELTIC DESIGN

Do you ever feel that you would do
anything to get a certain object...?

Yeah? That’s the feeling I got as soon as I
saw this delicate, shiny, flashy, silver,
Celtic designed necklace upon my
mother’s neck.

From the moment I stepped in the door
that treasured, expensive necklace
captured the tiniest wee spark in the
corner of my fascinated eye.

Eddie Bo (my mum’s boyfriend) was the
one who bought her this marvellous,
enchanted gift. They both knew how I felt
about this wonderful necklace. Mum
placed it in my hand to hold; as soon as
she did this it brought back memories of
my real father and how he let me hold his
heavy necklaces in the palm of 
my hands.

This Celtic designed necklace felt cold,
hard and a bit heavy for its beauty, but
when my Mother put it around my neck,
that little memory of my father and me
that meant the world to me because I
couldn’t see him any more came back
into my imaginative head.

3 weeks later....My 11th birthday!

Eddie Bo handed me a small, smooth,
squared green box. I was puzzled so I
opened it and screamed with shock as
there it was, that astonishing piece that
stole my heart, the smile upon my face

PAGE72-73_Layout 1  04/03/2013  15:26  Page 1



VOICES65

was unreal, that warm feeling in my heart
showed me how much he 
cared for me.

Later that day, I couldn’t wait to show my
Granny and Emer the best birthday
present I’ve ever got in my life. My Granny
is exactly like me and she loved Celtic
designs as much as I did. Emer thought it
was really lovely too, but no-one knew
how much I really fell in love with this
necklace. It wasn’t because of the price
nor the size, it was because of the
sentimental reason and how it made me
feel so confident.

Emer wanted to go to the park, and I
agreed so we just took a walk round to
see who was in it. Emer swung open the
gate and we headed for the swings. I saw
a couple of faces I knew, Sean my friend
was singing ‘Happy Birthday’ to me but
halfway through the song this flying, hard,
mucky ball came out of nowhere and
CLAASSH!!! It had hit me straight on the
chest and my prized possession ripped off
my wet, mucky neck and landed in the
wood chips under the swing area.

My heart sank to my stomach....this pain
was so sore, I was shaking with
nerves......my thin, long legs started to
wobble, then it hit me. I realised what just
happened. I felt my heart racing, the
adrenaline pumping, the anger in me was
so unreal I thought I was going to scream
and shout or even use my fists to thump
someone in the head but instead of hitting
someone the pain came straight back to
me and hit me harder in the centre of my
heart and in seconds I fell from my wobbly
legs onto my pale white knees and
BANG!!! Hit the ground and there I was
sobbing, my heart out like someone close
to me had passed away, my memory of
my Daddy’s heavy chain necklace in my
tiny wee hand gone in seconds....

This special, sentimental, Celtic designed
necklace really did steal my heart.

SILLY SECTARIANISM

Oh what a disgrace,
Bombs all over this place.
Sectarianism is their bread and butter,
Put our money down the gutter.
Catholics, Protestants, who gives a toss,
We are all the same its their loss.
When Lagan College was erected,
Our silliness was reflected.
Catholics, Protestants, black and white we
now see no difference we were blind,
Lagan College made us leave it behind.
Green and white, red and blue,
That’s what divided me and you.

By Ryan McCarney.

In the corner of my eye,
I peer out to see,
Little Milly wave goodbye to me.

Her face appears her smiling,
But underneath the surface,
I know the hurt is piling.

Mostly to my mind,
Sympathy I do find,
For her oh so dearly.

Her life is not so easy,
The difficulties come,
She tries her best to meet them.
They often make her numb.

My admiration rises,
I see all her disguises.
It makes me think more clearly,
How life costs so dearly.

Aimee Sykes 10CD

PEACE?? 
Will we ever have it?
Most of us will probably starve
We have food
And enough wood
So that everyone has enough 
It can’t be that tough.
No matter who you are
You might never see a car
Apart from when they come for you.
The time when you’re eating your stew.

Wars go on all around us.
People make such a fuss.
About it can’t be stopped
About all the bombs dropped 
Nobody does anything
But everyone could do something.
Stop fighting 
And biting
Start peace 
Then war will cease

By Dominik Wisniowski

FLAGS

Every person is born with a flag
Colours they may take pride in
Whether they take it to the Olympics
Or not, neither is a sin.

But where I come from flags mean more
More than a piece of you or me
Flags in my street could start a war
A war that could pile innocent bodies high.

Walk down a street where I live
Kerbstones painted high with red, blue
White or even in Green or gold.

Should flags mean so much to us
So much, we are willing to kill
Make a grey past for generations to come
Or even to divide our days alive.

By Olivia McVeigh, Year 10.
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On Monday 15th May at
exactly 11:30, Lagan
College had an unexpected
visit from the famous boy
band, One Direction! They
travelled from England just
to visit some schools from
Belfast.

“Niall wanted to go to
Ireland, but we decided to
make a quick stop here,”
said Zayn Malik. The boys
had so much fun looking
around the school grounds.
They even had a science
experiment with Miss Wells!
Apparently, Harry Styles
flirted with one of the older
students and Niall Horan
enjoyed eating in the school
canteen!

Then Liam Payne, the
“Daddy Direction” came up
with an idea. They decided
to put on a little show at the
school hall/ gym. They sang
over 10 songs and finished
with their newest one, “Live
While We’re Young.” The
day was nearly over and the
pupils did no work the
whole day!

“This was the best part of a
school week,” said one of the

pupils. “I wish the day would
never end,” said another, but
unfortunately it did.

The pupils weren’t too sad
that One Direction had to
go, and that’s because
there was going to be
another famous visit
surprise
the next day!

On Tuesday 16th May at
lunch, The pupils stood
outside in the bus bays
waiting for the special,
famous guest that the
school had arranged to
come. Even though no-one
knew who was coming they
were still very excited!

We all heard the sound of a
helicopter. The ride landed
in the car park and out
came the special star. It was
the beautiful and talented
Selena Gomez! She came
out wearing a stunning,
silver dress.

“Hello Lagan!” She tried to
shout out to screaming
fans.

Selena spent the day
answering questions about

how she became so
successful. She said, “You
will get far, if you do your
best!”

Selena didn’t stay very long.
She had to go to a lot more
schools over Belfast and
England.

“I really wonder how Lagan
College can get so many
stars to come and visit. I
really love school now,”
Said Camelle Finlay, one of
the pupils.

So after two days of great
celebrity visits, I'm sure the
pupils will be smiling for a
very long time!

THE LAGAN LIFE
The Official News For Life At Lagan College.

by Camelle Finlay

2 Visits In 2 days
Selena And One Direction, What a surprise!

Inside this issue:

Mystery pupil, lost. 2

Teacher got fired. 3

Famous students. 4

Successful Boy
from Lagan. 5

Teacher talks
about their jobs. 6

Pupil got suspended. 7

Missing books. 8

VIEW MORE
INSIDE.

18.10.12
Volume 1, Issue 5

90R were given the task of designing newspaper articles as part of
their media unit of work.
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On the 24th of
December 3;07 pm,
Mary Andrews went
missing.

Mary was outside
her school about to
walk home when she
was abducted. Her
parents, Kevin and
Stacey Andrews, are
so devastated about
the news. They
explained, “You don’t
really think about
something like this.
It never comes to
mind until it really
does happen. All we
need and want is our
baby, Mary back”.

Kevin, Mary’s
father, said he is
determined to have
his daughter back.

Mary’s family and
friends are
heartbroken to find
out  this terrible
news.

Police have brought
one man in because
he has been spotted
hanging around Mary
Andrews, school,
without any children,
for questioning.

Headmaster of
Elm Grove Primary.

Jessica explained, “All I want is
my bestfriend back. We were so
close like sisters, why Mary?’

We asked Jessica why she
thought this had happened and
she replied “I think it’s because
men and women steal young

children for money. They
shouldn't do this; its not right at
all”.

For more on this story visit our
website
www.mary.andrews.misssing .org

Missing Mary.

Missing Mary Andrews

by Erin Garrett

Mary Andrews home in Castleperry.

Mary Andrews.

Secondary Story Headline

For pages on
Mary Andrews
go to pages
pages 5-6

Dog gets run

over in Bangor

pages1-2

Man dies in

Antrim pages

3-4

Bombing in

local restaurant

Pages 5-6

Mary Andrews

is abducted

pages 7-8
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the Lagan news
by Mark Spence

At the 5/5/5, teacher
Bob Gelrod was hit by
a bus when walking to
his car at the bus bay.
He didn’t see it because
he wasn’t looking but
he survived.

I know what you’re
thinking how did he
survive? Where did it
hit him? Oh, I want
answers now! Well he
survived because he
was wearing body
amour and it was a
tough one. It hit him at
the side of  his stomach.

Right now he is in the
hospital trying to
breath through
fractured ribs and
punched lungs. That
has got to really hurt. I
mean literally we

should be always
careful in buses.

Anyway, everyone at
Black gate school should
be throwing a party
when he gets back.

I spoke to the doctors
and he’ll be back at
approximately 1 year
and the bus driver said
he was sorry The man’s
name is James Dole; he
was devastated. He got
all his bus points taken
off  him and he’ll be
getting them back in 13
months.

This reporter has seen
nothing more serious
not even to think about
it. I’m pretty sure the
pupils are very sad and
heartbroken.

Anyway, guys, I hope
you read more of  my
stories and good day to
all. Later we’ll have the
homeless are not more
(Don’t worry, they’re
not dead!)

Mark Spence

Interview (Bob Gelrod) I
hope everyone at Black gate
is getting along without me.
On top of  that, I hope my
sub teacher is making them
laugh a lot and giving them
support!

I also have asked a few
questions to Bob Gelrod
and this is all he has to say.
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Young boy saves old
lady from car!!

This is a picture
of the accident.

by Michael McKee

Article from that day

On the 25th of September
2012, young boy Thomas
Hair saved an old lady from
getting hit by a car. Young
boy, Thomas Hair, is a hero.

The victim from the near car
accident, 74 year old Mary
McDonald, was nearly struck
by a speeding car.

Here is an interview from
Mary, “I was on my way
home from shopping. When
I was walking across the
road, a speeding car came
rushing towards me. When
suddenly a young boy
pulled me off the road and
onto the footpath, I am so
grateful for what he did. He
is a hero.”

The driver of the speeding
car didn't realize what speed
he was doing and didn't see
her on the road. The near
accident took place at
2:30pm.

Here is an interview from
the driver, “I was driving
home from work, when
suddenly I saw an old
lady crossing the road, I
tried the brakes but I
couldn't get them in time.
What that boy did was
amazing, risking his own
life to save her.

The driver was 24 year old
Robert Dowell. He says he
will be looking out more
often for people crossing
the road.

His family are so proud of
what he did and they were
also very worried in case
he was hit by the car.
Mary turned out to be fine,
no broken bones or
anything.

The victims that were
around at the time said it
was the scariest thing to
watch. Thomas is being

given an award from the
mayor of Bangor on
Monday at 4:30.

He is getting to meet his
favorite footballer.
However, when Robert
was driving he did crash
into a wall. He was
concentrating on not
hitting the lady so that he
swerved and crashed into
the wall around the shop.

This really was a day to
remember and no-one will
forget it.
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Staff and students of Lagan College
welcomed His Royal Highness, The
Earl of Wessex, to the school on
Tuesday 15th May to celebrate our
30th Anniversary in style. His Royal
Highness was invited to join a Year 10
Physics class for an active learning
session as they explored the potential
of air, and then visited a Year 8 ICT
class who focussed on web design
and web gaming - fun learning at
Lagan!

Lagan College opened its doors in
1981 with only 28 students. This
important event marked the beginning
of the integrated education movement
in Northern Ireland which currently
encompasses 62 integrated primary
and post - primary schools and which
now educates more than 21000
children together, regardless of
gender, ability or faith background. 

Our College used this fabulous
opportunity to showcase to His Royal
Highness some of the additional
learning areas that our students are
involved in: Young Enterprise; World
Justice; Eco Awareness; World
Challenge; Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths initiatives and
a Sierra Leone project led by the
students with the aim of raising money
for children less fortunate than
themselves. This scheme runs
alongside Lagan College’s new build
programme, due for completion in
June 2013.

Lagan College Principal, Amanda

McNamee, said: “We were really
pleased and honoured by His Royal
Highness’ interest in Lagan College’s
history, the work of our two chaplains
and our good relations with the
Integrated Education Fund (IEF), the
charitable foundation supporting the
growth of integrated education in
Northern Ireland. It has been a
wonderful and memorable occasion
for all involved. Last week, we held a
special 30th Anniversary Mass in the
College and this week a member of
the Royal family has visited our school
- these events serve to demonstrate
our truly welcoming, inclusive and
integrated ethos. We wish the Royal
Family well in this Jubilee year and
appreciate their interest in integrated
learning.”
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Former Lagan College student, Matthew McGovern, and his
team mate, Carrickfergus sailor, Ryan Seaton, officially
qualified Ireland for the 2012 Olympics in the 49er sailing
discipline. It was the first time since Athens 2004 that Ireland
has been represented in the 49er Class. Despite an intensive
training programme, Matthew kindly came and visited the
College in June and spoke to Year 8 students about his love of
sailing and his hopes for a medal in the Olympics in London.
Unfortunately, Matthew and Ryan narrowly missed out on a
place in the 49er medal race after finishing 14th after the 15
initial races. They went into the final two races occupying the
top 10 position which they needed to progress.  They were 16th
in the penultimate and final races, with Australia securing the
gold medal. The pair finished the series strongly, with a 16th
place in race nine and then their best result, a fifth position, in
race 10. Only the top 10 made the medal race. Congratulations
to both Matthew and Ryan. Everyone at Lagan College is very
proud of you and we hope to see more of you at Rio 2016!

OLYMPIAN VISIT

Mr McCloskey , Head of Boys P.E, Matthew
McGovern and Mrs McNamee, Principal

Matthew McGovern, Year 8 students, Mr
McCloskey , Head of Boys P.E,  and Mrs
McNamee, Principal
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Lagan College staff and students welcomed Mr
Stephen Lloyd, Liberal Democrat Shadow Minister,
to the College at the beginning of December.
Stephen talked of how he vowed that if he ever
visited Northern Ireland he would definitely make
time to visit Lagan College. He had heard so many
positive things about our school and our
integrated ethos and was keen to come and see it
first-hand. Mrs McNamee, Principal, and the Head
Boy/Head Girl team, gave Stephen a tour of the
campus and were excited to show him the
progress of the building work that is 
going on at present. We thank him for taking time
out of his busy schedule to pay us a visit and talk
politics!

STEPHEN LLOYD

This February saw the return of our
partner school, Doane Stuart, who
travelled from Albany, New York State, to
be with us again for their annual visit.
Former Head Boy, Tony McGaharan, an
early recipient of the year’s scholarship
placement at Doane Stuart, benefited
from staying with a host family where he
experienced American life and culture.
Since then, the programme has
broadened to include a visit of up to 20
American students and their teachers to
Lagan College for an action-packed
itinerary exploring life in Belfast and
beyond.  The visitors were hosted in
exemplary fashion by a number of
willing sixth form students and their
families.  Mr Michael Green, a chief
administrator at Doane Stuart,
accompanied Mr Seamus Hodgkinson, a

founding “father” of the partnership, said
of the visit, “I am particularly delighted to
have been able to meet personally with
all the parents who have so graciously
looked after our young people over and
over again for the last number of years.
We are very grateful to them for their

kindness and generosity towards our
students.”  Sixth former, Luke Withers,
said, “We have enjoyed every moment of
our week and made exceptionally strong
bonds with our new American friends.
We had a great visit to the Giants’
Causeway and Carrick-a-rede Rope
Bridge.”  Thanks go to Mrs Beckett and
Mr Strain who were central to the
organisation of the visit and to all the
students and parents who made the visit
a memorable one.  Year 13 students are
able to apply for a funded gap year
placement at Doane Stuart once they
have completed their final year of study.
Current gap year student, Tim Hamley,
former Deputy Head Boy, said, “I can’t
recommend the experience enough.  It
has provided me with so many new and
exciting opportunities.”

AMERICAN PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMME
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Lagan College celebrated student success
at their annual Junior Prize Evening in
September, proudly watched by parents,
staff, governors and guests. Special Guest
of Honour at this year’s event was Cecil
Linehan, founding member of the All
Children Together movement.

An array of awards were presented
including those for: Excellence in Effort,
Academic Achievement, Outstanding
Service and Sporting Achievement. Mrs
McNamee spoke of achievements and
successes throughout the year and the
audience listened to Mrs Linehan’s
comments and encouraging words. The
audience were entertained by the Junior
Group and the Junior String Trio before
enjoying refreshments at the reception
afterwards.

JUNIOR PRIZE GIVING
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Two Year 12 pupils were the proud recipients of a Pupil of Courage Award in
February. Blaine Andrews and Paul McKenna were presented with their awards
by Mr. Stanton Sloane, Chief Executive of the SEELB.

Blaine and Paul have remained firm friends since Year 8 and have been
recognised for their positive attitude, dignity and support for each other. Both boys
were delighted to receive their well-deserved rewards and we congratulate them
on their achievement.

CHILDREN OF
COURAGE

AWARD

Congratulations to Emma McCartney, Year 11, and
Anna Scott, Year 13, who attended a glittering
ceremony at the Lagan Valley Island Centre,
Lisburn, in November to receive SEELB Outstanding
Achievement Awards. Emma received her award
for her achievements in Tae Kwando.

Not only is she the youngest Black Belt in Northern
Ireland, she has also held the titles of both British
and Irish Champion (14-18 Category) since she
was 10 years old! Emma is hoping to travel to
India, Portugal and Belgium next year to compete.
Anna received her award for Outstanding
Achievement in Music.

Anna plays in the school orchestra and with the
Ulster Orchestra. She is an accomplished violinist
and enjoys traditional music.

We were delighted to hear that the South Eastern
Education and Library Board had recognised their
success at their annual Outstanding Achievement
Award Ceremony.

Congratulations to both Emma and Anna,
everyone at Lagan College is very proud of you!
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JUNIOR PRIZE GIVING AWARDS
AWARDS FOR ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT

YEAR 8
Claudette Collado
Charlotte Beattie
Megan Magee
Aimee Sykes
Molly Strang
Beth Mulholland
Samantha Pizarra
Eve Sumner
Daryl Castaneda
Callum McCloskey
Alexander Bingham
Nicholas Jamison
Joshua Hawthorne
Josh Thomas
Leon Letzner Hawkins
Matthew Breen

YEAR 9
Caitlin Hounsell
Hugh Mackey
Hannah Cooke
Sean O’Brien
Anna Kennedy
Oisin O’Callaghan
Shannon Goody
Conor Mills
Melissa Francey
Callum Russell
Lauren Floyd
Steven Donnelly
Natalie McKinney
Dan McParland
Lisa Maguire
Jack McKillen-Murphy

YEAR 10
Stephen Hare
Roslyn Neill
Ethan Lonsdale
Maya McCloskey
Luke Williamson
Hannah Jackson
Mncedisi Mbondiya
Niamh Hurley
Jonathan Whyte
Caoimhe Charters
Tony Salami
Jacinta Hamley
Daniel Zanker Ovalle
Riah Geddis
Cameron Dodds
Cara Stewart

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS AT
KEY STAGE 3

English Stephen Hare, Jill Lapping
Maths David Beattie
Science Francis Starrett, Rachel Mills

MOST IMPROVED PUPILS IN
A YEAR GROUP

Year 8 Nicholas Jamison
Year 9 Lauryn Floyd
Year 10 Lucas McPherson

EXCELLENCE IN EFFORT

YEAR 8
Naomi Bolser Coates
Anna Bradley
Matthew Breen
Jack Burns
Aine Cafolla
James Cassidy
Daryl Castaneda
Cian Cazauran Moran
Claudette Collado
Beth Cumming
Jenny Drysdale
Maeve Finn
Megan Gray
Keeva Herink
Nuala Hurley
Nicholas Jamison
Katie Killick
Darragh King
Sarah Kirk
Leon Letzner Hawkins
Jack McArdle
Orla McArdle
Jake McCrea
Kathryn McKee
Benjamin McKeown
Olivia McLean
Conal McManus
Olivia McVeigh
Beth Mulholland
Meadbh O’Grady
Alexandra Powell
Claire Rooney
Yasamin Sahafian
Cara Smart
Molly Sneddon
Sophie Spence
Eve Sumner
Natasha Thompson
Sarah Topping
Ashleigh Ward
Dominik Wisniowski

YEAR 9
Sara Burns
Hannah Cooke
Daniel Currie
Lauren Floyd
Melissa Francey
Katy Hill
Caitlin Hounsell
Samuel Howard
Wiktoria Jopek
Anna Kennedy
Meaghann Kerr

Seema Khan
Katherine Kirk
Kathryn Laverty
Hugh Mackey
Lisa Maguire
Nathalie McKinney
Angelika Michalska
Jonathan Presho
Callum Russell
Emily Sinclair
Jonathan Smyth
Caroline Stanley
Nicole Taylor
Shannon White
Matthew Woods
Lois Worthinton

YEAR 10
Amy Jackson
Ciara Lavery
Louise McNeely
Megan Spence
David Beattie
Stephen Hare
Shay Horan
Jonathan Mathcett
Niamh Hurley
Jade Wilson
Rosie Killick
Rachel Millis
Kirstie Morrow
Brianna O’Grady
Kaya Rice
Andrew Rourke
Cara Stewart
Louise Curran
Maya McCloskey
Gail McLean
Louise Rattray
Jennifer Shaw
Ryan Migan

ENTERPRISE COMPETITION 
WINNERS - YEAR 10

Jade Wilson
Stephen Hare
Caitlin Magnall Kearns
Ellen Magee
Louise Rattray
Sara Beattie-Campbell

100% ATTENDANCE DURING
JUNIOR SCHOOL

Riah Geddis
Jade Wilson

ROINN NA GAEILGE AWARD

Katie Cunningham

VOICES83

PAGE83-84_Layout 1  25/02/2013  12:20  Page 1



84VOICES

LINGUA AWARD 

Sophie Fusco McKeown

THE ALEXANDRA MCCLUNG
LITERACY AWARD FOR YEAR 8

Sidonie Mussen

ENDEAVOUR AWARD

Owen Patterson

JUNIOR ECO-COMMITTEE

Alex O’Neill-McCready
Molly Sneddon
Leon Letz-Hawkins
Caitlin Rodgers

SERVICE AWARDS

Dan MacParland
Hannah Cooke
Stephen Archer
Con McGirr
Ethan McKnight
Louise Rattray
Kerri Evans
Stephen Hare
Rosie Killick
Jill Lapping
Piaras Nulty
Contribution to Performing Arts
Lenin McClure
Caolan Hamilton

STEM

SILVER CREST AWARDS

Zack Murphy
Connor MacMahon
Dan McParland
Melissa Francey
Orlagh Curtis
Jai Booth
Lauren Floyd
Semma Khan
Natalie McKinney
Kathryn Phillips
Sophie Donnelly
Emily Sinclair
Sophie Mulholland
Aisling Coulter
Glyn Roberts
Danielle Kelly
Amber Duffy
Meaghann Kerr
Hannah Cooke

MOST INNOVATIVE NI

Jai Booth
Lauren Floyd
Melissa Francey
Orlagh Curtis

BEST PRESENTATION AT
REGIONAL FINAL

Lauren Floyd
Melissa Francey
Orlagh Curtis

CONNECTED LEARNING

Dean Maddin
Scott Holmes
Sam Howard
Marcella Torras
Sean O’Brien
Caroline Stanley
Megan Kerr
Kathryn Phillips
Charles Tanyag
Matthew Rice
Steven Archer
Michael Laverty
Curtis McCarthy

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER
AWARDS 2010/11

BASKETBALL

Year 8 Michael Kane
Year 9 Daniel Currie
Year 10 Stephen Hare

FOOTBALL

Year 8 Darragh King
Year 9 Sam Howard
Year 10 Yves Mathieu

ATHLETICS

Year 8 Sean Phelan
Year 9 Isaac Bolster-Coates
Year 10 Nathan Rodney

HOCKEY

Year 8 Alexandra Powell
Year 9 Rhys Robinson
Year 10 Megan Spence

NETBALL

Year 8 Eva Hinds
Year 9 Kathryn Laverty
Year 10 Jacinta Hamley

DANCE
Year 8 Courtney Coiley
Year 9 Areta Kalungi
Year 10 Katie Brown

ATHLETICS

Year 8 Tara Locke
Year 9 Areta Kalungi
Year 10 Natasha Donnan

LAGAN LEGENDS

Year 8 Tara Locke
Year 9 Katherine Kirk
Year 10 Megan Spence

SUCCESS AT
NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL
LEVEL

Rachel Laverty and Maeve Nethercott
Full Lady Internationals for NI Football Squad

Michael Kane
Selected for the Belfast Basketball Regional
Development Squad

Jon McClements and Jack Brady
NI Development Squad for Golf

Gregory Wilson
Ulster Clubs Under 16 Rugby Squad

Cameron Murray
Selected for the North Down District Football
Team, the County Down Development Squad
and the Milk Cup Squad 2011

Zach Devine
Ulster Rugby Under 19 Rugby Clubs Panel

Charlie Martyn and Peter Freeland
Down Football Development Squad

Conor McKenna
Antrim Minor Under 18 Panel

Emma McCartney
Taekwondo Champion

Dempsey Andrews and Kelsey Nolan
Ice Skating

FRENCH

Sarah Kirk
Cian Cazauran Moran
Olivia McLean
Caitlin Hounsell
Michael Sage
Sean O‘Brien
Roslyn Neill

SPANISH

Callum McCloskey
Pablo Couvert
Kathryn Phillips
Caitlin Hounsell
Jacinta Hamley

IRISH

Caitlin Rodgers
Danny Humphrey
Stephen Hare
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Lagan College celebrated student success at
the annual Senior Prize Giving afternoon,
proudly watched by parents, staff, governors
and guests. Special Guest of Honour at this
year’s event was David Cullen, a former
basketball player, who currently assists
PeacePlayers International, an independently
registered cross-community peacebuilding
charity that uses sport – in particular,
basketball – to unite and educate young
people from Protestant and Catholic
communities. David spoke of his difficult past
whilst growing up in Belfast during the
‘Troubles’ and about how, after a life changing
event, he was able to turn his life around and
work towards building a better society for
children in Northern Ireland. His first project
with PeacePlayers saw him involved in a
basketball programme with the children from
Holy Cross in Ardoyne, and the Protestant
school situated across the street, Wheatfield
Primary. An array of awards were presented
including those for Excellence in Effort,
Academic Achievement, Service and Sporting
Achievement.

Mrs McNamee spoke of achievements and
successes throughout the year and the
audience listened to Mr Cullen’s comments
and encouraging words. Head Boy, Michael
Morrow, and Head Girl, Felicity Goddard,
addressed the audience and spoke about
their experiences of attending an integrated
school. The audience were entertained by the
College Orchestra before enjoying
refreshments at the reception afterwards.
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Well done to David McGibbon, Year 14, who achieved a place
on the prestigious and competitive Nuffield Engineering Bursary
Scheme. David completed his work placement during the
summer and gained an insight into the world of engineering,
specifically computer programming.

CONGRATULATIONS!
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SENIOR PRIZE GIVING AWARDS
AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN
EFFORT

YEAR 11

Aislinn Finnegan
Michael Lynch
Michael Hamley 
Talitha Taylor
Eoin McCluskey 
Arathy Babu
Dylan Boyd
Chloe Shanks
Michael Stuart 
Helena Bartlett
Joshua Strang 
Katie Thomson
Fraser Audley
Zoe Hanna
Owen Collins 
Megan McDowell

YEAR 12

Luke Withers
Sarah Withers
Duncan MacMillan
Anna Scott
Max Burns
Glena Knox-Bradley
Ben Hounsell
Louisa Evans
Ryan McCartney
Roseanna McGill
Luke Morton
Elle Rowan
Jonathan Nugent
Eimear Lambe
Rachel Aldred
Liam Scott

YEAR 13

Heather Agnew
Adam Cochrane
Ashleigh Donnan
Michael Neill
Ashleigh Allen
David McGibbon
Niamh Mulholland
William Skillen
Rhiannon Stewart
Gareth Bartlett

YEAR 14

Lucy McAlorum
Joshua Mayes
Sarah Lunney
Finn MacMillan
Mary McDowell
John Evans
Alice Blackstock
Aaron Pakenham
Megan Duff
Julia Orr
Peter Woods

AWARDS FOR SERVICE

Finn MacMillan
Paul Maguire-Wilson
Ashleigh Allen
Rhiannon Stewart
Erin McKeown
Sarah Donnelly
Daisy Allen
Felicity Goddard
Conor Gormally
Orlagh Thompson
Catriona McDonnell
Claire Rattray
Gareth Bartlett
Gavin Peden
Hannah McKechnie
Oisin Jayat
Amber-Zoe Cheesman
Andrew Johnston
Peter Gunning
Andrew Wilson
Paul McKenna
Blaine Andrews
Ryan Hollinger
Richard Marshall
Peter Gunning
James Gallen
Becky Williamson
David McGibbon
Michael McNulty
Ruari McCallen
Naina Babu.
Aaron Kyle Lockhart

AWARDS FOR ACTION

Paul McKenna
Conor Gormally
Gavin Peden
Hannah McKechnie
Oisin Jayat
Amber-Zoe Cheesman
Andrew Johnston
Andrew Wilson

OUTSTANDING SPORTING
ACHIEVEMENT

Coaches
Andrew Bell
Michael Neill
Ryan Bell
Jason Rutherford

SEELB SPORTS AWARDS

Emma McCartney
Dempsey Andrews
Kelsey Nolan

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Conor McKenna
Michael Moynagh

CO DOWN MILK
SQUAD/DEVELOPMENT
SQUAD

Cameron Murray

MALONE RUGBY AND ULSTER
DOUBLE WINNER

Gregory Wilson

TAEKWONDO

Dermot McAteer

SCOTTISH OPEN GOLD
CHAMPION/GB
CHAMPION/NI
GOLD IN 15 YEAR
OLDS/BLACK BELT IN
TAEKWONDO

Liam Scott

KARATE

Scott McClean 

SENIOR NETBALL TEAM
NI INTEGRATED CUP
WINNERS

Mikaila Hepburn
Maeve Nethercott
Claire Johnston
Ashleigh Donnan
Chloe McIlwrath
Julia Hinds
Lauren Hughes
Ella McEwen

SENIOR INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC ACHIEVEMENTS

Andrew Wilson Grade 5 Singing
Andrew Wilson Grade 4 Percussion
Rebecca Young Grade 4 Singing
Andrew Johnston Grade 5 Theory
Michael Sloan Grade 4 Theory
Andrew Wilson Grade 4 Theory
Talitha Taylor Grade 3 Theory
Matthew Bradley Grade 3 Theory
Daniel Steele Grade 3 Theory
Stephen Carlin Grade 2 Theory
Victoria Powell Grade 2 Theory
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Cameron Ewart Grade 2 Theory
Sophie Bateman Grade 2 Theory
Jack Twaites Grade 1 Theory
Conrad McQuitty Grade 1 Theory
Georgie Roulston Grade 1 Theory
Catherine Simpson Grade 1 Theory
Jade Walker Grade 1 Theory
Sean Hughes Grade 1 Theory
Shelley Warke Grade 1 Theory

LISNABREENEY SHIELD
Andrew Johnston

IAN GOW MEMORIAL SHIELD
FOR MUSICIANSHIP
Andrew Wilson

BEST ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE AT GCSE

Eimear Lambe Additional
Mathematics
Catriona Acheson Art & Design
Sophie McAlorum Art & Design
Luke Withers Art & Design
Glena Knox-Bradley Biology
Aimee Dowds-Roddy Business Studies
Ben Hounsell Chemistry
Abbie Townsley Child Development
Roseanna McGill Drama
Catriona Acheson English
Eimear Lambe English Literature
Catriona Acheson French
Luke Morton Geography
Eimear Lambe History
Jade Marley Home Economics
Luke Morton ICT
Eimear Lambe Irish
Sarah Lambe Learning for Life and 

Work
Eimear Lambe Mathematics
Jonathan Patterson Motor Vehicle & 

Road Users Studies
Anna Scott Music
Rachel Aldred PE
Rowan Patterson PE
Ben Hounsell Physics
Eimear Lambe RE
Eimear Lambe Science Core
Eimear Lambe Science Additional
Eimear Lambe Spanish
Luke Withers Technology & Design

BEST OVERALL
PERFORMANCE AT GCSE

Male - Luke Withers and Ben Hounsell
Female - Eimear Lambe and Glena Knox-
Bradley

BEST ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE IN YEAR 13

AS / APPLIED AS LEVELS
Tom Cartwright Applied Business 

Studies (DA)
Anna Crockard Applied Business 

Studies (SA)

Conor Gormally Art & Design
Callum Shaw Biology
Callum Shaw Chemistry
Sarah Donnelly Drama
Anna Crockard English Literature
Catriona McDonnell French
Michael Neill Geography
Gareth Bartlett Government & 

Politics
Catriona McDonnell Government & 

Politics
Felicity Goddard Health & Social Care 

(SA)
Claire Marshall Health & Social Care 

(Full Award)
Michael Hutchings History
Erin Early ICT
Ryan McNaney Mathematics
Callum Shaw Mathematics
Ryan Hollinger Moving Images
Hannah McKechnie Music
Callum Shaw Physics
Sarah Donnelly RE
Ashleigh Allen Sociology
Orlagh Thompson Spanish 
Jordan Vincent Technology & Design

BEST ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE IN YEAR 14

A LEVELS/APPLIED A LEVELS
Paul McCrory Applied Business 

Studies (SA)
Genevieve Taylor Applied Business 

Studies (DA)
Finn MacMillan Art & Design 
& Julia Brown 
Paul Maguire-Wilson Biology
Kristine Dodds Chemistry 
Kaya Carville English Literature
Zoe Hollinger French
Amanda Robinson Geography
John Evans Government and 

Politics
Danielle Thompson Health & Social Care 

(SA)
Kaya Carville History
Paul McCrory ICT
Paul Maguire-Wilson Maths
Kyle Lockhart Moving Image Art
Andrew Johnston Music
Ben Crossley PE
Claire Johnston PE
Paul Maguire-Wilson Physics
Zoe Hollinger RE
Aaron Pakenham Sociology
Finn MacMillan Spanish
Peter Gunning Technology & Design

CEA ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND

Genevieve Taylor 2nd Place in NI Business
Studies A Level
Aaron Kyle Lockhart 2nd Place in Moving
Image Art

BEST OVERALL
PERFORMANCE AT A
LEVEL/APPLIED LEVEL

Male - Finn MacMillan
Female - Genevieve Taylor

YOUNG ENTERPRISE
COMPANY PROGRAMME
CERTIFICATES

Ashleigh Baird
Nikki Douglas
Anna Crockard
Daisy Allen 
Rachel Braniff 
Amy Stevenson

ESSENTIAL FIRST AID 

Andrew Bradley
Andrew Clarke
Jordan Donnelly
Lauren Hughes 
Gavin Ludlow
Richard Marshall
Ryan McNaney
Mark Petticrew
Ryan Smyth
Michael Whitla
Kudzai Vellem
Ryan Bell
Jack Duffy 
Louise McCrory
Michael Neill
Brian Cunningham
Julia Hinds 
Jack Hollywood
Rebecca Hollywood 
Declan Magee

PERSONAL SAFETY AND SELF
DEFENCE CERTIFICATES

Sarah Bingham
Niamh Blackburn
Chris Cousins
Ryan Hollinger
Oisin Jayat
Jessica McDowell
Ciara McGivern
Ruth Nugent
Ryan Parry
Mark Quinn
Daniel Stewart
Jordan Vincent
William Skillen
Naomi Bell
Tiarnan Belshaw
Christine Clark
Ashleigh Donnan
Sarah Donnelly
Conor McCartney
Hannah McKechnie
Gavin Peden
Claire Rattray
Jennifer McHugh
Jenna McMillan
Shannon Russell
Shannen Fletcher
Laura Maxwell

CERTIFICATE IN BRITISH SIGN
LANGUAGE
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Nicole Andrews
Naomi Bell
Tiarnan Belshaw
Sarah Bingham
Niamh Blackburn
Chris Cousins
Ashleigh Donnan
Sarah Donnelly
Finn Geddis
Ryan Hollinger
Oisin Jayat
Danica Marjanovic
Conor McCartney
Jessica McDowell
Ciara McGivern
Jennifer McHugh
Hannah McKechnie
Jenna McMillan
Ruth Nugent
Ryan Parry
Gavin Peden
Claire Rattray
Shannon Russell
William Skillen
Daniel Stewart
Jordan Vincent

ARTS FOCUS AWARDS

EXCELLENCE IN
PERFORMANCE GCSE 
Jim Peacock

OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTION FOR
TEAMWORK SKILLS
Dearbhla McDonnell

OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTION TO THE ARTS
Gavin Peden and Felicity Goddard

SEELB OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENT IN THE ARTS
(MUSIC)
Anna Scott

BRIAN LAMBKIN CUP FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Ryan Hollinger

MARY LAVERY AWARD FOR
NETBALL
Maeve Nethercott

ROINN NA GAELIGE CUP
Eimear Lambe

OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTION TO COLLEGE
LIFE
Peter Gunning and James Gallen

NEW MUSIC PLAQUE
(DONATED BY PARENTS’
COUNCIL)
Andrew Johnston

SHORTS BOMBARDIER
AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT
IN SCIENCE  & TECHNOLOGY 

John Cahoon
Dermot McAteer

David McGibbon
Callum Shaw 
Michael Hutchings

ALL CHILDREN TOGETHER
AWARD

Paul Maguire-Wilson

THE SISTER ANNE KILROY
PERPETUAL AWARD

Finn MacMillan

PRINCIPAL’S PRIZE FOR
ACHIEVEMENT AT A LEVEL

Sonya Bakker

PRESIDENT’S PLATE AND
BURSARY AWARD

Ruth Agnew

AWARD FOR DEPUTY HEAD
BOY AND DEPUTY HEAD GIRL

Tim Hamley and Claire Johnston

AWARD FOR HEAD BOY AND
HEAD GIRL

Paul Maguire-Wilson and Kaya Carville
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Dempsey Andrews, Year 12, and
younger sister, Brooke, Year 11, had
one of the biggest days of their lives
as they carried the 2012 Olympic
Flame as  Ambassadors! Dempsey
and Brooke received final confirmation
from the Olympic Committee in March
of their once in a lifetime offer to be
part of the 2012 Olympic Team. Both
girls were delighted to say the least!
Coca-Cola flame, Dempsey, an
inspirational, multi-award winning ice-
skater, will carry the iconic torch en
route from Dundonald on Sunday 3rd
June, while medal-winning dancer
and keen model, Brooke, had the
honour of carrying the official Olympic
Flame through her local area in
Dundonald on the same day. Proud
parents, Nicola & Billy, and Dempsey’s
twin brother, Blaine, Year 12, were over
the moon at the girls’ latest
achievement, commenting: “What a
very special day it was”.

Champion Figure Skater, Kelsey Nolan,
Year 12, was also selected to carry the
Olympic Torch. She hopes that being
selected to carry the Olympic Flame
will be an inspiration to others who
might dream of one day being in her
position. Her words are full of

encouragement, vision and hope for
what the future might hold for
everyone. She modestly states, “If I can
do it, then anyone can!”
Congratulations, Kelsey, on all of your
amazing achievements.

With trophy and award cabinets
bursting at the seams at home,
Dempsey, Brooke & Kelsey will have to
find a new resting place for their
biggest trophy yet! They were able to
keep and put on display their official
2012 Olympic Torch which they lit and
carried for 300 metres on their special
day.

OLYMPIC TRIO LIGHT UP 2012
OLYMPIC TORCH ROUTE

Dempsey
Andrews

Kelsey
Nolan

Brooke
Andrews
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Lagan College, Belfast, had three teams in
the NI Integrated Cup Final.  It was held at
Lough Moss Leisure Centre on Wednesday
7th March 2012.  The cup is run as a knock-
out competition.  All integrated schools
compete to win a place in the final.  Lagan
College U14X1, U16X1 and U18X1 secured a
place in the final after travelling around NI
for their various rounds of the competition.
The U14X1 and U18X1 were unfortunately
beaten in their respective final by a very
strong Slemish side.  

The U16X1 hockey team, captained by Laura
Walker, had beaten Slemish Integrated in the
Semi-Final of the Cup.  They went into the
final very confidently after beating their
biggest rivals. Lagan went out very
determined. The defence were tight and
committed with a fantastic show of team
work across the back line. Camille Hepburn
calmly swept any break-through runs or
balls out wide. The diamond formation in
midfield proved too difficult for Parkhall
Integrated to manage.  Louise Rattray
controlled the back of the diamond and took
no prisoners in her tackles.  Megan Spence
broke through the opposition defence to
score in the first 10 minutes of the match.
The team did not relax or settle but
remained persistent in their aim.  Megan
and Laura Walker continued to work the ball
through the midfield and deliver strong
passes to our speedy wingers, Katie Brown
and Lauren Lewis.  Lauren worked the ball
around the back of the defence and Chloe
Shanks fired balls at the GK from every

angle.  She hassled the
defence throughout the
match forcing their
strength and
concentration to tire.

After going two up, the
remaining subs were
brought on to ensure the
whole squad of Year 12
and 11 students received
their medal and got to
play on the winning side
for the final.  Lagan
College U16X1 went onto
score a 3rd goal and win
the NI Integrated Cup Final.  This was a
fantastic squad effort that got the team into

the final, with all players playing in the
preliminary rounds and semi-final.  Well
done, girls!!!!!

Megan Carson (Yr 8) has been
selected for the U13 Ulster and
Irish Table Tennis squad.
Megan trains with the Ulster
squad each week in
Enniskillen.  This is a fantastic
personal achievement at such
a young age.  Congratulations
and good luck in the home
countries championships.
Megan is also a keen netballer
and member of the school
netball team.  A bit of an all-
rounder!!

TABLETENNIS

BRITISH JUDO
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations to
Emma McCartney and
Liam Scott for all their
hard work and
dedication with their
Judo training.  In the
British Championships
in March, Emma had
her first fight as a
black belt competitor.
She was awarded 10th
place in the U17 British
championships.  Liam
and Emma had to
compete in the U29
Pair’s competition.
They were awarded
7th place in the U29
British Championships.
Very well done!!!!  An
excellent achievement
and team
performance.

HOCKEY

PAGE91-96_Layout 1  25/02/2013  13:00  Page 1



92VOICES

SPORTS DAY 2012
The rain stayed away just long enough for us
to enjoy our annual Sports Day at the Henry
Jones Playing Fields on Wednesday 20th June.
Many students participated on  the day, along
with some staff who still like to think they are
young and fit. Many 

achievements were made and records were
broken (by the students anyway!). Thank you
to all who took part and a very special thank
you to everyone in the PE Department for the
effort they put into organising Sports Day every
year. As usual, it was a great success!

PAGE91-96_Layout 1  25/02/2013  13:00  Page 2



VOICES93

PAGE91-96_Layout 1  25/02/2013  13:00  Page 3



94VOICES

   BASKETBALL SEASON 2011/12

On the Friday 4 February, the Senior Netball team
qualified for the finals of the Belfast B League at
Lisburn Racquets.  Past rivals, Belfast Royal
Academy, were meeting us again and we were
hoping for a different score line from the 12-13
game 2 years ago. At 12.30, the game began
briskly, with all competitors highly 
motivated and ready for action.  After the first
quarter, Lagan College had taken a comfortable
lead, 9-2. The match continued this way
throughout, with fantastic 
defence from Jacinta Hamley and sharp
shooting from the Donnan sisters. All the girls
worked as a tight team and the final victory went
to Lagan College, 33-9.  This was an incredible
and well-deserved win with outstanding
performances from Ashleigh Donnan, Julia
Hinds and Lauren Hughes, our final year
students. Congratulations to the whole team
who were now set to win the Integrated Cup!  A
wonderful performance showcasing the talent of
these Lagan Legends!

NETBALL

The season began with expectations of
building on last season’s progress and a
sense of excitement was evident during
the first few weeks of practice.  I was
happy to call on the services of Lagan
past pupils Patrick and Tony McGaharan
to help with coaching duties throughout
the season.   The  teams were entered in
the Ulster Schools Basketball Competitions
at U-12, U-14, U-15 and U-16 level.  The
season promised so much and below is
an account of how each team performed
in their respective league campaigns.

U-16 REPORT
The U-16 team were drawn against Holy
Cross College Strabane,  Magherafelt
High,  Abbey Grammar School Newry and
for their league campaign.  Co-Captains
Michael Hamley and Declan Stewart were
the leaders of this squad and this was
evident from the onset as both players
showed outstanding commitment and
attitude in practice and games.  The lads
kicked off their season with a tough
fixture away to the Abbey, Newry.  Lagan
got off to a good start with Declan Stewart
troubling the Abbey defence with his
speed in transition and he sped through
for some fine scores. However, Lagan
struggled to break down the Abbey zone
defence and were forced to work very
hard to get high percentage shooting
opportunities.  Michael Hamley and
Andrew Mc Laughlin worked tirelessly on
the boards to secure valuable rebounds.
Justin Cummings and Lee Hallam also
played some sterling defence and also
found their shooting touch to help Lagan
offensively. Young Year 10 players Paul
Mellon and Matthew McCooey also
helped out and gained valuable playing

experience against older players.
However, despite all the efforts of
Stewart, Hamley, McLaughlin, Hallam and
Cummings,  Abbey ran out 44-33
winners.  The squad were disappointed
with their performance but weren’t to
know that Abbey would go on to win the
All-Ireland U-16 title!

Lagan would play Rathmore Grammar in
their next league fixture at the Lagan
Arena and it proved to be a real cracker.
Lagan made the most of their home
advantage and ran out to a first quarter
lead thanks to great work on the
fastbreak from Declan Stewart and
Michael Hamley.  Lagan’s very own `Shaq’
Andrew Mc Laughlin would prove to be a
handful for the Rathmore defense with his
height and strength causing them
problems.  Jay `Action’  would also use
his height and large frame to Lagan’s
advantage with some nice close range
shots on offense.  Justin Cummings
would also play more confidently and
shot well from the baseline.  Lee Hallam
would also make some unorthodox lay-
up shots to put Lagan in control at the
half-time buzzer.  However, we knew the
Rathmore comeback would come as their
guards found their shooting touch and all
of a sudden it was a two point game.  In
the fourth quarter the lead changed
hands many times.  The effort and desire
shown by Stewart  and Hamley would
carry Lagan to a win with their free-
throws and defense proving decisive in
giving Lagan a 29-27 win over their
neighbours.

The season would end disappointingly for
Lagan with Holy Cross and Magherafelt

both not fulfilling their fixtures.  I hope the
squad can develop next year and return
for their A-Levels  so that they can fulfil
their potential.

U-15 AND U-14 REPORTS
The U-15 squad entered the season as
the team to watch due to their success
last season.  Having played in the All-
Ireland Qualifiers which were hosted at
Lagan they hoped to make further
progress.  The Lagan men were matched
with St. Michael’s Lurgan, Abbeys Newry,
St. Mary’s CBGS, Rathmore and  for their
league campaign.   The talented Lagan
squad kicked off their league away to
Abbey Newry and showed their U-16
counterparts how to play romping to a
27-10 win with Abbey having no answer
to the offensive power of Daniel Currie,
Paul Mellon and Matthew McCooey.  Keir
Herink and Thomas Nelson snuffed out
any offensive threat that Abbey posed.

St. Michael’s Lurgan in an away fixture
would prove to be the next opposition.  It
proved to be a tough one with Lagan
struggling against the physicality of the
Lurgan lads.  The boys were very
unsettled and their shots were just not
falling in what was a very scrappy low
scoring game.  The one bright spark was
the return of Stephen Hare from injury
and he proved to be a valued addition to
the squad.  However, Lurgan would pull
out a 19-14 win in an unattractive game.

Lagan would get back to their winning
ways with a convincing win over
Rathmore with Hare, Mellon and Currie
once again to the fore.  Ronan McCann
would also make a successful return
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The Senior Netball Team this
year have had a fantastic year;
they have done the ‘double’,
winning the Belfast Area B Final
and also the Integrated Cup
Final.

The final was an exciting game
versus Sperrin. The score line
finished 17-25 with MVP going to
Ashleigh Donnan. GS Ella
McEwen; GA Ashleigh Donnan;
WA Julia Hinds; C Laren Hughes;
WD Eimear Lambe; GD Jacinta
Hamley; GK Sarah Mc Kinley;
Res: Sarah Ann Mc Kinley; Una
McAughey, Anna Freil, Roslyn
Neil, Natasha Donnan, Sarah
Jane Hawkins.

SENIOR NETBALL
TEAM DO ‘THE
DOUBLE’!

This season 103 pupils and staff entered
teams in the Schools Fantasy League.
Players were bought, tactics planned,
transfers made, injury lists studied and
victories cheered. All on a budget of £70
million!

At the end of the season, Lyndsey Spence,
8KI, won the Premier League competition
with 437 points. Mrs Durkin was second
with 424 and Jim Moore, 12MEE, was third
with 410.

The FA Cup competition was won by Adam
Elliott, 8CV, with 62 points with Jack
Donnelly, 8OCN, and Cormac Lally, 9WTN,
taking second and third place 
respectively.

Well done to all for staying the course
throughout the season and planning a
magnificent campaign!  Congratulations to
the winners!

SCHOOLS FANTASY LEAGUE 2011-2012

from a broken collar bone to give added
height and power.  The Lagan lads
season was starting to roll and players
such as Lewis Williamson, Rob
Williamson, Michael Laverty, Michael
Kane and Aaron Clawson added great
depth to the squad.  Wins over Newry
High and Rathmore highlighted this and
pleased me very much.  The last league
fixture of the season against St. Marys
CBGS  showed the development of the
squad on many levels.  An inner
confidence was evident as the towering
McCooey dominated the offensive and
defensive boards. Paul Mellon was more
controlled at the point guard position.
Daniel Currie showed great vision
leading the team and contributing in
statistical areas.  Stephen Hare also
used his speed and athleticism to break
down the St. Mary’s defence.  Keir Herink
was defensively immense locking down
the  school’s best player.   Lagan
outclassed St. Mary’s on a 38-18
scoreline and the lads thoroughly
deserved their ice-creams, courtesy of
me after the game.
,
However, the season was decided on the
lack lustre performance against St.
Michael’s as the Lurgan men just pipped
Lagan to the league title.  The year looks
that it will be a bright one as a Lagan
squad will enter the All- Ireland Schools
Cup for the first time since the heady days
of the 2003 Cup winning squad. 

The U-14 squad were pitched against the
Abbey Grammar from Newry in their first
game of the season.  Michael Kane,
Callum Hay, Jack Knox and Callum
McCloskey from Year 9 along with Year 10
players Thomas Nelson and Michael
Laverty performed admirably in the
league campaign.  The match against

Abbey from the outset looked like a
Lagan win was on the cards.  A
McCloskey set shot from the free-throw
line along with Hay and Nelson driving to
the basket for scores gave Lagan a
comfortable 10-2 lead. However, Abbey
found their rhythm and momentum in the
last quarter which drove them to a 17-14
win over a stunned Lagan squad.  It was
a disappointing loss as Lagan had looked
the best team for much of the game but
had missed scoring opportunities in the
closing minutes of the game.

The team’s next game was at home to
Rathmore and having watched their U-15
counterparts cruise to a comfortable
victory the pressure was on.  Rathmore
came out strong however, and despite the
best efforts of Michael Kane, Callum
McCloskey and Jack Knox, there was
always going to be only one winner.  The
remainder of the season was an anti-
climax as St.Mary’s CBGS and Newry High
failed to fulfil their fixtures.  

YEAR 8 REPORT
The Year 8 squad who had been
practising up to Christmas with Lagan
Past pupil Tony McGaharan played in The
Vince Halloran Cup, a tournament held in
honour of a Fire-fighter with N.Ireland
connections who lost his life in 9/11.   The
blitz was held in the last week of May and
the year 8 squad was very excited at
getting some competitive matches under
their belt.  Tragedy struck a few days
before the competition when Frederic
Mathieu badly broke his arm in training.
Big Frederic would be sorely missed as he
had played so well in warm-up games.

The Lagan team played their group
matches at  and were drawn against
Aquinas and St. Patrick’s Grammar,

Downpatrick.  The boys played Aquinas
in their first game and it was evident
from the beginning it was going to be a
tough battle with Aquinas full of Queens
Basketball Club players.  Despite lacking
the experience of their Aquinas
counterparts, Michael Hare, Ryan Shaw
and Matthew Devlin took the game to
Aquinas making some excellent scores.
Scott Beattie would also convert some
great scores and Daivi Scott played
some strong defence.  Despite the loss,
Lagan spirits were high, especially when
Michael Hare scored a wonder shot
from his own half on the buzzer!
Aquinas ran out comfortable winners on
a 18-8 scoreline. 

The second game would see St. Patrick’s,
Downpatrick as the opposition and it
proved to be a real thriller of a game.
Lagan raced out to an early 6-2 lead
courtesy of some great scores from Ryan
Shaw who seemed to be everywhere on
the court.  The Downpatrick School would
creep back into the game and level the
scores at 8-8 at half-time.  In the second
half, the lead changed hands on
numerous occasions with Talimul Ali and
Kamil Wegner using their height,
rebounding the ball inside for Lagan.
Ryan Shaw and Michael Hare were once
again the driving force for Lagan, making
some fine baskets.  The St.Pat’s team
would come strong in the closing minutes
and ran out narrow winners on a  18-16
scoreline.  A tough loss indeed as it spelt
the end of their journey in the Vince
Halloran Tournament.  However, the spirit
and enthusiasm of the team bodes well
for the future with Michael Hare and Ryan
Shaw especially standing out as players
to watch out for.  

Mr. G. Connolly
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The year 10 Team came as
follows in the north Down
Championships:

YEAR 10 GIRLS             
2ND PLACE – CLAIRE FRANCIS
3RD PLACE – KATHRYN KIRK
8TH PLACE – RHYS ROBINSON
10TH PLACE – COURTNEY BELL
11TH PLACE – LAURA
MAGENNIS

As a team, they came 2nd in
the North Down District!

Claire Francis and Katherine
Kirk have gone on to qualify
for the Ulster Championships
at the end of February. Well
done girls, and Good Luck!

CROSS COUNTRY
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1980S DAY
On Tuesday 20th December, Lagan College
was transported back to the1980s! Staff and
students rooted around in the back of their
wardrobes and managed to come up with
some fantastic 80s inspired outfits. The staff
band rehearsed for the end of term concert in
their 80s gear and even the Principal dressed
up! Congratulations to Hannah Cooke and
Claire Rattray who won the Best Junior and
Best Senior Costume Competition respectively.
£829.67 was raised for charity on the day and
a further £797.02 was raised at the Staff
Concert. Thank you to everyone for taking part
and for giving so generously!
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Lagan College welcomed Primary 7 pupils and their families to the College’s
Annual Open Day on Saturday 21st January. The Open Day was well attended
and it was great to see the College so busy! There were many activities on
offer such as experiments in the Science Department, crepes in Modern
Languages, ‘toastie tong’ making in the Technology Department and a chance
to make a piece of art using Banksy style stencils in the Art Department. 

Many thanks to everyone who attended and to students and staff who gave
up their time to make it all happen! We look forward to meeting our new intake
in June!

OPEN DAY
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SIXTH FORM

FRIDAY 11TH MAY SAW US WAVE
GOODBYE TO OUR YEAR 14 STUDENTS
AS THEY DEPARTED FOR STUDY LEAVE. 

It was a day of mixed emotions.  Even though
we’ll still see these students over the next two
months, their official time in school is finished.
In keeping with tradition, the students picked a
theme for the day: ‘Cartoon Characters’.  

There were some fabulous costumes on
display, everything from Big Bird, Andy Pandy
and Tigger to the Scooby Doo Gang.  It was 

obvious that a great deal of effort had gone
into the preparations for the morning.

The quiz, cunningly prepared by Mr Strain,
was challenging and great fun and the
victorious form class was Mrs Cowie’s 14CW.
However, I cannot be sure that no cheating
was involved! 

Following the quiz, the students went on to
enjoy a sizzler of a barbeque. As always, the
food was expertly prepared by Mr Maxwell 
and enjoyed by students and staff alike.  

Perhaps the most popular feature was the
arrival of Mr Ice-Cream Van Man. 
The morning was rounded off by a few words
from the Chaplains and the Principal before it
was time to walk with the young people to the
gates of the school as a mark of their moment
of leaving. 

It was indeed a very special morning and I
would like to thank all those who helped in
making it such a success.

J Atkinson
Head of Sixth Form

SIXTH FORM BBQ & QUIZ

HEAD BOY & HEAD
GIRL TEAM 2012-2013

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW HEAD BOY AND HEAD GIRL
TEAM WHO HAVE BEEN NOMINATED FOR 2012-13. 

Luke Withers and Eimear Lambe will take on the roles of Head Boy and
Head Girl and they will be deputized by Jim Peacock and Sophie
McAlorum. Congratulations to all 8 candidates who were shortlisted. They
all performed incredibly well and should therefore be very proud of
themselves.

COMMUNITY
RELATIONS
WEBCAST
On Thursday 17th May, a number of Year 13 Lagan
College students were invited to attend a live
webcast at WIMPS (Where Is My Public Servant) in
Belfast, on the subject of ‘Education and Community
Relations’. The event was to stimulate discussion on
the role of the Education System in the Promotion of
Community Relations as part of Community
Relations week.

There were a number of distinguished panel
members who have had or currently have an
impact on the NI Education System, including past
Principals from a number of post primary schools,
politicians from Sinn Fein and the DUP, a
representative of the IEF and a teacher and students
from the Steiner School. All Year 13 students took the
opportunity to participate by asking questions and
giving accounts of their very positive experiences of
integrated education. The students very much
enjoyed the experience and I was very proud of
their contribution.

J Atkinson
Head of Sixth Form

Back Row: Jim Peacock, Deputy Head
Boy & Luke Withers, Head Boy.
Front Row: Sophie McAlorum, Deputy
Head Girl & Eimear Lambe, Head Girl
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Friday 17 February saw the Event of the Year take place (the Yr 14 Formal, of
course!) in the swanky Culloden Hotel. The night was expertly planned and
organised by the Formal Committee under the smooth and savvy
leadership of Hannah Brennan.  Well attended by students and staff, it was
a wonderful way to celebrate an unforgettable seven years at Lagan
College.The night sparkled with a champagne reception where glamorous
guests posed with their respective dates for professional photos.  

Sincere thanks to the Culloden staff who served up a delicious three
course meal which tasted as good as it looked. Conversation and
laughter flowed among the candle-lit tables with light relief provided by
Michael Morrow and Josh Gill in their presentation of the Formal Awards.
A hilarious addition to the evening’s programme, these sought-after
awards were presented to teachers and students alike, including “Class
Clown”, “Teacher’s Pet” and the coveted “Lagan Legend Teacher”.  Mr
Farrimond faced off stiff competition to become the worthy winner and

received a well-deserved standing ovation.  After a vote of thanks to all
involved, it was soon time to relax and dance the night away.  

Hannah Brennan instructed the DJ to “queue the music!” and the dance
floor was suddenly packed with groovy movers.  A photo-booth was a
further fantastic addition to the night’s entertainment, allowing students to
pose with various entertaining props and have their pictures printed off
instantly. The evening ended at midnight for staff with a “Lagan College
Dance-Off” but the night simply notched up a gear for students as they
boarded buses to ferry them to their after-formal location in Belfast city
centre.  A not-to-be-forgotten evening created many fabulous memories
for conversations still to come.  

Many thanks to the staff who supported the evening in a variety of ways
and to the Formal Committee for their creativity, hard work and tireless
dedication.  We had fun!

J Atkinson
Head of Sixth Form

YEAR 14 FORMAL
MAKE-UP, SPRAY TANS AND

HAIRDRESSING APPOINTMENTS…
THE DAY HAD FINALLY ARRIVED! 
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ALWAYS KEEP YOUR
DREAMS ALIVE

ow is a time for you to celebrate … 
the accomplishment of dreams you
have worked so hard to realize. 

You have shown so many people how hard
you can work. Now is the time to begin to
pursue the next path, to reach out for the next
star, and to achieve the things that are so
important to you.

I feel these are very appropriate words.  You,
all of you, have worked hard to reach this
stage of your school career.  The exams are
over and you look forward to a summer of
relaxation and enjoying yourselves before the
next stage in your lives begins, be that
university, a gap year or employment. I know
your teachers will agree with me when I say
that you have all worked hard over the last 7
years, but most hard over the last 4.  Working
hard to achieve your excellent GCSE results
and then working even harder towards your
AS and A2 exams.  To get to this stage is no
mean feat. Sixth form is not for the
fainthearted; it takes courage, determination,
hard work and stamina and all of you have
proven that you have that in abundance.
Each of you should celebrate your
accomplishments over the last 7 years and
be proud of what you have achieved.

However, tonight is not just about celebrating
your academic achievements but all of the
other successes in your time at Lagan College.
When you look back in future years, I don’t think
it will be the homeworks or coursework
deadlines, of which there where many, or the
exam preparation nor even the lack of parking
facilities you will remember,  but all the other
experiences you have had and most
importantly the relationships you have formed.
Relationships in Lagan College are very special
and you have formed many, those with your
subject teachers and Form tutors, Year Heads
and Assistant Year Heads, with Mrs Durkin, the
Chaplains and of course Mr Farrimond, and
with friends, friends that you have made and
whom you will have for a lifetime.

Only last Thursday night, Mrs Donnelly put on
Lagan’s Got Talent and while it may sound a
bit corny or clichéd, I see a wealth of talent in
the Lagan students in the hall tonight.  All of
you have different talents which have been
nurtured and developed during your time
here and which you will take with you as you
leave. Any of you who have been up to see
the Art Exhibition will know we have many
talented artists amongst us this evening. We
have extremely talented athletes and team

sport stars, be that talent in Football, Netball,
Hockey or on the athletics track.

We have those with a talent for singing and
acting and playing musical instruments as well
as a few comedians.  No one who attended
the end of year musical evening or the school
shows over the last number of years could
argue with the wealth of talent in this particular
year group. We have talented mathematicians,
scientists and future engineers.

We have talented historians, entrepreneurs
and potential business leaders and
politicians. We have talented film makers. We
have those who have shown a real talent
and passion for humanitarianism, through
their work with the justice group and for fair
trade and in anti-bullying.

We also have those who have displayed a
talent for mediation and have worked
tirelessly to support Year Heads and the
Chaplains with the junior school pupils.  I
know many of the Year Heads would like me
to pass on their thanks, to you, for your time
and skills this year. In fact one of the
overwhelming talents we have experienced
with this year group is your talent to give back
to the school community.

And then we have those who have a really
special talent for dodging their break and
lunch time duties, not that I will mention any
names, Jack!! Sorry that just slipped out.
I want all of you to take these talents with you,
except maybe the dodging duties one, when
you leave Lagan and share them with the
world beyond.  Use them to teach others
through your actions and how you work with
and treat people. In your everyday lives you
will use the skills you have gained here and I
know you will put them to good use.

For me, personally, this year group is, and
always will be, special. Some of you I have
taught and the rest I have had the privilege of
getting to know through working with you as
members of the student leadership team and
through pastoral time. You are my first year
group through in my role as Head of Sixth
Form and I honestly don’t think I could have
had a better group of young people to share
this year with. 

I have seen you give generously of your time
to help the school in lots of ways.  Many of
you have mentored our younger students; you
have watched out for them and helped them

when they needed it.  You have helped the
staff and leadership team of the school
through your vigilance and sense of duty.  You
have been excellent ambassadors for Lagan
on trips and educational visits, you have
greeted many visitors to our school, in this our
30th anniversary year and have tirelessly
promoted Lagan College and its ethos of
integration.  Everyone, without exception, who
has visited the College this year has
commented on your maturity, knowledge and
your sense of pride in the school. It was with
great pride this year, that I watched so many
of you support each other, our younger
students and staff, through what was a very
difficult time, in our school community.  I
would like to take this opportunity to say thank
you for that and for helping both myself and
Mr Strain throughout the year in our roles.

There are many things I want you to take away
with you this evening and from your time in
school, but most of all, as some of you have
already heard me say, remember to seize
every opportunity that comes your way, use
your skills and talents and don’t just wait for
things to happen to you.  Make opportunities
for yourselves; be proactive in taking steps
towards your goals and ambitions and work
hard to achieve them. I would like to finish now
as I started, with a poem,

I Believe You Can Accomplish Anything You
Choose
By Unknown

If you could see through my eyes,
I wonder what you’d be feeling right now,
Because I can see you
As you really are -
Powerful, sensitive, determined, and
gracious.
I can see you achieving everything you
choose to achieve.
I can see you being exactly who and what
you want to be.
Look through my eyes for an instant,
And you’ll see yourself
Conquering all limitations.
Look through my eyes,
And see who you really are
And what you are capable of.
You can accomplish anything –
I know you can.

Thank you.

Miss J Atkinson
Head of Sixth Form

N

102VOICES

PAGE100-102_Layout 1  25/02/2013  14:20  Page 3



VOICES103

8BNG
Front Row (L to R) Craig Stinson, Kara-Jane Deadman, Lucy Rice, Beth Holden, Konstancja Niscigorska, Marie Lawder, Ciara O’Neill. 
Middle Row (L to R) Daniel McKissick, Eva Lynas, Rhianna Turner, Greta Virsilaite, Megan Thompson, Sophie Scott, Gemma Clawson, Niamh Savage, Ryan
McKeown, Dylan Jones.
Back Row (L to R) Mrs Bingham, Bradley Martin, Daniel McLarnon, Daniel Smith, Jake Curran, Zachary Parkman, Scott Ferguson, Marc Taylor, Matthieu
McMullan, Niall Prendergast, Michael McCloskey-Ooi.

8DNT
Front Row (L to R) Chloe McCormick, Beth Devine, Ellen Shanks, Amber Williams, Tori Murphy, Morgan Ferguson.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Gomez, Eliza-Jo Flynn, Lauren Black, Niambh Mallon, Courtney Fleming, Sarah Stewart, Zoe McCabe, Emma Milling, Amy McClure,
Mrs Danter, Miss Ardis.
Back Row (L to R) Owyn Powell, Ryan Dick, Curtis McBride, Matevsz Rosinski, Ossian Diamond,  Aaron Crothers, Jake Collins, Caleb Diamond, Jay Reeves,
Thomas Scott.

LAGAN COLLEGE CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS 2012
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8EW 
Front Row (L to R) Sinead McGuigan, Emma Lewis, Kaitlyn Johnston, Tara Robinson, Charlotte Wardlow,Molly Moore, Xara Wilson, Chloe Nesbitt McGoldrick,
Georgia Morrison.
Middle Row (L to R) John Patrick McBride, Benjamin McGrugan, Tegan McMaster, Rebekah Cooke, Kaitlyn Carinduff, Hannah Finlay, Daisy Greene, Lucy Meg
King, Jack Smyth, Ciaran McGarvey.
Back Row (L to R) Noah Howie, Ross Power, Warren Boyd, Scott Dunwoody, Sam McCooey, Diego Collado, Lewis Walker, David Laverty, Michael Kelly, Buck
Grove, Dylan Wilson, Mr Ewart.

8FLN
Front Row (L to R) Cathryn Devenney, Areeya Thieng-Na, Patricia Talens, Amy Prentice, Alanna Irwin, Katie Malone. 
Middle Row (L to R) Ms Fullerton, Joshua Gillespie, Euan Curtis, Wezzie Ngoma, Amy Patterson, Lois Hamilton, Chloe Magee, Charlie Magill.
Back Row (L to R) James McCarthy, Brandon McKibben, Jason Young, Conor Murphy, Ethan McKechnie, Conor Engelen, Cameron Barrett, Jordan McCrainor.
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8HOY
Front Row (L to R)  Laura Campbell, Victoria Caskey, Jessica Scott, Amel Zaboub, Aimee Nichol, Saruttaya Thiankaew. 
Middle Row (L to R)  Mr McCrory, Miss Hoy, Craig Hutchinson, Malachy Smith, Michael Stewart, Bobby McAleese, Kewin Philip, Miss Jemphrey, Mrs Burke.
Back Row (L to R)  Klevis Sadria, Rhys Williams, Matthew McCay, Karol Tomczak, Hubert Harasim, Joshua Jones, Ali Ahmed.

8NVT 
Front Row (L to R) Courtney Wallace, Katie Collins, Tea-Leoni McCartan, Rachel McCourt, Ewa Aksenczuk, Evie McKnight, Chloe Blair, Shannon McNulty, Georgia
Patterson.  
Middle Row (L to R) Mr Navarrete, Michael McCartney, Harry Harte, Fiona Mellon, Niamh Farnan, Tondra Chowdhury, Holly Andrews, Anna Scott, Jason Ho,
David Merron, Ben McMinn.
Back Row (L to R) Jude Peter, Tiarnan McBay-Doherty, Jack Knox-Bradley, Michael Turkington, Joshua Martin, Jake Melin, Jack McIlvenny, Leon Midoukna
Andela, Jonathan Murray-Gillott.
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8PLT
Front Row (L to R) Rachel Shannon, Agata Kroplewska, Sierra Gowdy, Rebecca Coulter, Katie Donnelly, Megan Stevenson, Alise Biggerstaff.
Middle Row (L to R) Levi White, Finn Conlon, Ciara Austin, Abigail Woolerton, Georgia Whitsitt, Amber Pau, Enzo Atzori, Trevor Woods.
Back Row (L to R) Jack Scott, Jake Fairfield, Kyle Harrison, Ewan Donnelly, Joseph Gibson, Andrew Irvine, Eoin Burns, Aaron Wright.

8POL
Front Row (L to R) Hannah McMurray, Shannon Weatherup, Rachel McFall, Laura Mills, Katie Osborne, Erin Todd, Charlotte McClenaghan, Katie Brown.
Middle Row (L to R) Joseph Woodcock, Ben Grant, Angela Parker, Olivia Austin, Rose McKiernan, Dervla Smyth, Erin Woods, Erin Poots, Megan Wightman-
Nimick, Chloe Shannon.
Back Row (L to R) Mrs Mills, Manus McColgan, Jonah Boyd, Caleb Ruddock, Roy Stevenson, Carlos Barr, Ryan McCleary, Ben Millis, Aaron Floyd, Billy
Blackwood, Ewan Gracey, Miss Poland.
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9CRR
Front Row (L to R) Olivia McGivern, Morgan Moffett, Sophie Ryans, Emma Carlisle, Anna Matchett, Emma Patton, Morgan Bunting, Rachel Currie, Alexander Clarke.
Middle Row (L to R) Mrs McAlorum, Anna Buckley, Robbie Taylor, Fintan Orr, Andrew Reid, Daivi Scott, Matthew Curry, Jason Merron, Jonathan Bell, Lee
Parkinson, Sarah Hayes.
Back Row (L to R) Sam Kingsbury, Nial Preston, Charli Zieba, Frederic Mathieu, Philip McDade, Michael Hare, Luke McParland, Peter Shaw.   

9CV
Front Row (L to R) Ciara Tolan, Bethany Gallagher, Katherine Stanley, Niamh Lennon, Nancy Eaton, Riley McNeill, Abbey Lowey, Sian Humphrey, Chloe Jackson.
Middle Row (L to R) Aidan Gordon, Lorcan Mullan, Conor Kelly Gorman, Ryan Wilson, Joshua Shaw, Klaudia Paluchiewicz, Leon Berisha, Daniel Maxwell, Adam
Elliott, Jay Galway.
Back Row (L to R) Miss Cavanagh, Marc Agnew, Leon Richardson, Oliver Bevan Woolley, James Kenny, David May, Ryan Tully, Connor Caskey, Warren Magee,
Sam Davidson.
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9DM
Front Row (L to R) Alanta Carlisle, Caitlin Walsh, Alanna Drew, Sian Horner, Lucia Murphy, Elise Stokes, Rebecca Ferguson.
Middle Row (L to R) Mrs Diamond, Daniel Bryans, Katie Smyth, Shannon Mackey, Katrine Swerhun, Mark Coiley.
Back Row (L to R) Joshua Caughey, Lee Sewell, Kamil Konarski, Lee Wilson, Jamie Whitsitt, Charlie Turner, Damian Giersz.

9KNP
Front Row (L to R) Lauren Ferguson, Aoife Gargan, Orla McDonnell, Lyndsey Spence, Megan McNulty, Jessica Routledge, Abby Briers.
Middle Row (L to R) Matthew Lynch, Kayleigh Jo Cummings, Morgan Cowan, Tori Neely, Anna Shaw, Sophie Elliott, Emma Leckey, Nicole Graham, Allanah
Crawford, Curtis Craig.
Back Row (L to R) Mrs Knipe, Ethan Donnelly, Josh Gamble, Joshua Lynas, Declan Sheppard, Jorden Shields, Dean Dodds Bailie, Scott Beattie, Morgan Price.
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9MCM
Front Row (L to R) Nicole McMillan, Rebecca Boyd, Chloe Ashman, Beth Campbell, Caitlin Reid, Aoife McDonnell, Kyla Sansalian.
Middle Row (L to R) Mr MacManus, Jason Armstrong, Ben Campbell, Klaudia Zak, Rebecca Hayes, Caolàn McVeigh, Zidan Soh, Miss Irwin.
Back Row (L to R) Taylor Martin, Christien Armstrong, Dylan Bennett.

9OR
Front Row (L to R) Shanice Mackin, Tori Harland, Megan Carson, Erin Garrett, Chloe Davison, Camelle Finlay, Sophie Campbell.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Orr, Megan Weatherup, Chantelle Kenny, Cameraine Hutson, Jassmyn Cairns, Najib Magee, Michael McKee, Mark Spence, Ryan
McCann-Roddy.
Back Row (L to R) Stephen McStravick, Harry Acheson, Scott Wilson, David Maxwell, Michal Aksenczuk, Sohail Nasir, Charlie Acheson, Seán Baker, Gerard Forde.
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9RS
Front Row (L to R) Sophie Shorten, Sara Burton, Emma Stewart, Hannah Eaton, Laura Skillen, Hannah Stewart, Amy Johnston.
Middle Row (L to R) Mr Rossi, Kai Smyth, Matthew Devlin, Eirinn Rocks, Euan Finlay, Stephen Watson, Sam Weatherup, Luke McCartney, Ellen Carr, Daisy Kelham,
Rhiannon Deazley.
Back Row (L to R) Piotr Ptach, Hugh Smyth, Kirk Bowes, Adam Sonebi, Zac Elkin, James Bradshaw Greer, Max Alexander, Panashe Vellem, Jack Eaton.

9RSL
Front Row (L to R) Mason Clyde, Emma McNulty, Aretha Quin, Rebecca Jackson, Madeline Kelly, Ellen Tubritt, Natalia Wysocka, Aine Gorman, Brandon Townsley.
Middle Row (L to R) Michael O’Reilly, Jordan Dickson, Jack Donnelly, Abbie Coulter, Lucy Symington, Kirsty McCrory, Honor Whiteside, Saffron Guiney, Mary
Stevenson, Catriona McCabe, Karol Kempinski, Curtis Jones.
Back Row (L to R) Miss Christie, Rhys Russell, Jim McNally, Christopher Bateman, Ryan Shaw, Ali Talimul, Rory Lynn, Andrew Taylor, Timmy McClean, Kieran McLernon.
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10BL
Front Row (L to R) Katie Killick, Sarah Topping, Eve Sumner, Maeve Finn, Kim Rodgers, Claudette Collado, Olivia McLean.
Middle Row (L to R)  Aine Cafolla, Carter Beattie, Daryl Castaneda, Peter Coates, Ryan Jones, David Henning, Dean Burns, Conal McManus, Ben Thompson,
Orla McArdle.
Back Row (L to R) Alex Thompson, Tom Luney, Cain Cazauran Moran, James Cassidy, Jack McArdle, James Cooley, Mason Wilson, Matthew Breen, Niall Shannon.

10CD
Front Row (L to R) Anna Bradley, Charlotte Beattie, Aimee Sykes, Cara Smart, Keeva Herink, Meadbh O’Grady, Olivia McVeigh.
Middle Row (L to R) Dominik Wisniowski, Cathal MacCabe, Cain Freel, Conor Martin, Megan Gray, April Martin, Nuala Hurley, Tara Locke, Natasha Thompson,
Leon Letzner Hawkins, Ryan McCarney.
Back Row (L to R) Matthew Sloan, Callum McCloskey, Callum Hay, Thomas Cameron, Matthew Craig, Darragh King, Christopher Carson, Jake McCrea, Jack
Burns, Daniel Francis.
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10EDY
Front Row (L to R) Niall McLaughlin, Toni Magee, Beth McCarthy, Monique Faloona, Bonnie Shaw, Katie Hallam, Christina McGeown.
Middle Row (L to R) Cerys Speers, Loma Ngoma, Jonathan Caskey, Jaye Pearce, Piaras McManus, Jack Cooley, Samuel Moore.
Back Row (L to R) Jamie Gorman, Joshua Hawthorn, Lamar Alaka, Nicholas Scott, Adam Rice, Owen Patterson.

10FN
Front Row (L to R) Caoimhe McDermott, Charlee Moore, Courtney Coiley, Yanano Bvunzawabaya, Shannon Courtney, Susie Brady, Bronagh Magee.
Middle Row (L to R) Aaron Wilson, James Roberts, Gavin Stewart, James Casement, Justin Donaghy, Callum Lynas, Miss Kelly.
Back Row (L to R) Jacob Agnew, Owen Dowds, Thomas Simpson Lunn, Jordan Donaghy, Ryan Walters, Dylan Dunbar, Finlay Barrett.
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10GH
Front Row (L to R)  Megan Boyd, Katie Andrews, Nina Cleland, Victoria Heathwood, Casey Patterson, Kirsten Rodney, Allanah Conlon, Miss Wightman.
Middle Row (L to R) Joel Rea, Michael Bingham, Ben Wiegleb, Jake McCourt, Bronagh Finnegan, Anna Sadlier, Desiree McKee, Hayley Carson, Laura Quinn,
Glenn McClenaghan, Amir Karamian, Murray Hampton.
Back Row (L to R) Cormac Lally, Jack Lang, Alexander Bingham, Harvey Sloan, Jack Knox, Ayman Omar, Michael Kane, Thomas Seaton, Yan Taylor, Pearse Gillan.

10MCE
Front Row (L to R) Rebekah Ogilby, Natasha Longridge, Megan Magee, Rachel Lockhart, Eva Hinds, Molly McLaughlin, Jenny Bolton.
Middle Row (L to R) Jordan Lavery, Joanne McCann, Tori Dickson, Hannah Stanex, Zoe Henderson, Robyn Wheatley, Tristan Brennan.
Back Row (L to R) Mohammed Chowdhury, Stephen Barr, Kyle Johnston, Gary Magee, Tony Crawford, Luke McMurray, Ben Fowler, Corry Hewitt, Dr McConnell.
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10PRV
Front Row (L to R)  Molly Strang, Emma-Nicole McIlveen, Corinna McCoy, Emer Wong, Tara Fennell, Colleen Bailey, Claire Rooney.
Middle Row (L to R) Koren Farrell, Meredith Johnson, Rebecca Bassett, Aimee McGeown, Caitlin Gray, Chloe Evans, Sophie Spence, Chantelle McAteer, Abbie
Dunwoody.
Back Row (L to R) Ryan McSherry, Frankie Mulholland, John McCartan, Daire Magee, Justin Smyth, Tyler Power, Josh Thomas, Patrick Friel, Mr Privilege.

10PTN
Front Row (L to R) Emma Woods, Virginia Corbetta, Yasamin Sahafian, Sidonie Mussen, Alex O’Neill, Beth Cumming, Caitlin Smyth.
Middle Row (L to R) Declan McMullan, Gary Millar, Jack Auld, Samantha Pizarra, Abby Stock, Sarah Dawson, Naomi Bolster Coates, Caitlin Rodgers, Hannah
Murtagh, Jack Little, Scott Fletcher, Stephen Ross.
Back Row (L to R) Declan McCartney, Flyn Warnock, Sean Phelan, Patrick Beatty, Nicholas Jamison, John Sinclair, Curtis Weatherup, Logan Ewart, Jack Lemon,
Benjamin McKeown.
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11DWD
Front Row (L to R) Caitlin Hounsell, Shannon White, Katie O’Hare, Katy Milne, Lucie Giaccardi, Sara Burns, Rebecca Drysdale.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Morgan Jonathan Presho, Nicole Taylor, Wiktoria Jopek, Caroline Stanley, Meabh Donnelly, Laura Magennis, Courtney Bell, Codey
Louise Patterson, Michael Reid, Patrick Smyth, Adrian Finegan.
Back Row (L to R) Conn Aiken, Matt Goligher, Matthew Rea, Nathan Migan, Jack Rainey, Christopher Gilhooly, Hugh Mackey, Callum Roberts, Samuel Howard,
Connor Marshall.

11FRL
Front Row (L to R) Sian Sloan, Jill Heatley, Chloe Ewing, Angelika Michalska, Sophie Donnelly, Rebecca Carvill, Sarah Doyle.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Fairley, Brenda Mami, Sophie Mulholland, Lisa Maguire, Victoria Roberts, Dean Jones, Preston Neill, Reece Stewart, Stephen Clarke,
Gavin Doyle, Marcello Pazos Torres, Miss Lemon.
Back Row (L to R) Shea McGivern, Jonathan Carville, Jack McKillen-Murphy, Joshua Stewart, Stephen Lynas, Stephen Sleith, Glyn Roberts.
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11KDY
Front Row (L to R) Katy Hill, Melissa Francey, Orlagh Curtis, Lisa Herron, Areta Kalungi, Niamh Gibson, Ivy Kalungi.
Middle Row (L to R) Chloe Patton, Michael McCrea, Danny Gillan, Shaun Allen, Shannon Kirkwood, Miss Lemon.
Back Row (L to R) Francois Duran, Michael Laverty, James Allely, Callum Russell, Isaac Bolster Coates, Ryan Whitbourn, Zed Quail.

11MNY
Front Row (L to R) Lois Worthington, Anna Anderson, Kate Dickson, Shannon Goody, Zoe Weir, Leah Clydesdale, Rhys Robinson.
Middle Row (L to R) Niall Johnston, Miss Lemon, James McMaster, Conor Ellson, Ammon Esmaily, Megan Montgomery, Jodie-Lee Burns, Sarah Watson, David
Brown, Conor Mills, Nathan Meighan, Stuart McCarroll.
Back Row (L to R) Charlie Martyn, Joshua McDonald, Matthew Woods, Reece Whittle, Curtis Matthews, Karl Martin, David McCartney, Curtis McCarthy.
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11MRG
Front Row (L to R) Meaghann Kerr, Naomi Williamson, Emily Sinclair, Claire Francis, Aisling Coulter, Tori Haveron, Morgan McNally.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Morgan, Conor McMullan, Caleb Dickson, Shea McCrea, Dylan McGlade, Quentin Godfrey, Thamsanqa Mbondiya, Joshua Hillis.
Back Row (L to R) Reagan McKee, Conor Smart, Peter Freeland, Matthew Rice, Callum Graham-Hoy, Steven Donnelly.

11MY
Front Row (L to R) Ruby Heathwood, Megan Hanna, Jai Booth, Amber Duffy, Brooke Andrews, Phoebe McMillan, Jordan Doreen.
Middle Row (L to R) Mr Mooney, Curtis Wade, Timothy Mo, James Carinduff, Aaron Clawson, James Mallaghan, Matthew Beggs, Lauren Floyd, Rachel Hinds,
Emma Carville, Cara McColgan.
Back Row (L to R) Matthew McCooey, Paul Mellon, Joshua Hagans, Christopher Boyle, Scott Holmes, Aaron McKechnie, Dean Madden, Lewis Williamson, Rob
Williamson, Matthew Zanker Ovalle.
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11NB
Front Row (L to R) Megan Baron, Georgia Touhey, Megan McElroy, Natasha McCoy, Victoria Stuart, Naomi Foat, Taylor Cowan.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Curran, Martin Neill, Dan McParland, Rebekah Wynn, Casey Smith, Seema Khan, Lydia Blakely, Natalie McKinney, Con McGirrZack
Murphy, Miss Lemon.
Back Row (L to R) Conor Devenney, Steven Archer, Todd Finlay, Daniel Ellis, Anesu Karanda, Jack McLaughlin, Kevin Kozak, Conor MacMahon.

11SM
Front Row (L to R) Kathryn Laverty, Anna Kennedy, Natasha Crothers, Rachel Beckett, Lauren Burton, Hannah Cooke, Libby Mingle.
Middle Row (L to R) Sean Vikingsson, Jonathan Smyth, Ethan McKnight, Duncan Spence, Megan Ferguson, Deirdre MacMahon, Kathryn Neely, Holly Arnold,
Ben Acheson, James Campton, Thomas Nelson, Se McKee, Danny Humphrey, Mrs Smyth, Stephen Roy.
Back Row (L to R) Sean O’Brien, Ryan McClure, Ronan McCann, Michael Sage, Daniel Currie, Ben Carson, Keir Herink, Charles Tanyag.
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12BKT
Front Row (L to R) Amy Jackson, Louise McNeely, Niamh Murphy, Ciara Lavery, Zoe Kynes, Riah Geddis, Megan Spence.
Middle Row (L to R) Ross Dodds, Miss Young, Tiarnan O’Callaghan, Calvin Forster, Tiarnan McAuley, Martin Gibson, Cassie McCready, Nakiso Bvunzawabaya,
Jude Bailey O’Hare, Shannon Johnston, Lewis Aicken, Joel Pears.
Back Row (L to R) Jonathan Hutson, Jack McIlwrath, Lennin McClure, Mark Lynch, Andrew Henderson, James Ross, Gerard Keane, Tiarnan Russell, Daniel
Zanker Ovalle.

12EL
Front Row (L to R) Ruth Topping, Rachael Doyle, Rebekah Stuart, Caoimhe Charters, Alanis Clarke, Chloe Walsh.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Ellis, Sarah Cinnamond, Paige Combe, James Rowan, Brendan Carville, James Rocks, Evan Harrison, Malorie Wishart, Miss Rogan.
Back Row (L to R) Matthew Wilson, Callum Jeffrey, Neil Agnew, Killian Cleary, James Johnston, Michael Campbell, Jonathan Whyte.
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12MAX
Front Row (L to R) Jill Lapping, Laura Patterson, Ellen Hayes, Rosaura Kox-Bradley, Sophie Andrews, Aimee Nelson, Emma McCartney.
Middle Row (L to R) Jon McClements, Mr Maxwell, Stephen Hare, Lauren Lewis, Roslyn Neill, Sarah-Louise Jackson, Catherine Freeland, Clare Livings, Natasha
Donnan, Kiera Donnelly, Ellen Magee, Jamila Love.
Back Row (L to R) Jonathan Matchett, Jack Brady, Rhys Nolan, Kristian McConnell, Timothy Gill, Owen Freel, Dean Geddis, Yves Matthieu, David Beattie, Shay Horan.

12MCV
Front Row (L to R) Caitlin McDermott, Beth Evans, Emma Rea, Hannah Jackson, Christina Robinson.
Middle Row (L to R) Jamie McCusker, Ossian McCulloch, Connor Chung, Nathan Gray, Miss Rogan.
Back Row (L to R) Peter Buckley, Paul Hull, Elliott Wilson, Nathan Crane, Luke Williamson, Adam Heron, Cameron Houston, Jonathan Beattie.
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12MJR
Front Row (L to R) Shannen Agnew, Destiny Carlisle, Jade Wilson, Jody Malcolmson, Kerri Doran, Niamh Hurley, Amber Rutherford, Xenia Godfrey.
Middle Row (L to R) Mrs Major, Joshua McCrainor, Garth Stevenson, Jack Ireland, Mncedisi Mbondiya, Sam Harrison, Joel Marrs, Miss Rogan.
Back Row (L to R) Michael Cousins, Marc Allen, Luke Kelly, Emmet Devine, Bas Wylie, Fintan Gargan, Ryan Watson.

12QI
Front Row (L to R) Sian Burns, Rosie Killick, Samantha Scullion, Kirstie Morrow, Fiona Agnew, Sophie Fusco-McKeown, Brianna O’Grady, Rachel Millis, Erin Riddel.
Middle Row (L to R) Kaya Rice, Mrs Donnelly, Mairead Carter, Emer Cafolla, Hazel Peacock, Jacinta Hamley, Andrew Rourke, Jason Kelly, Mark Stephens, Steven
McClintock, Megan McBride, Katie Cunningham, Katie Brown.
Back Row (L to R) Tony Salami, Christopher Weir, Caolan Hamilton, Nathan Rodney, Brandon Connolly, Jonathan Kennedy, Francis Starrett, Christy O’Kane, Curtis Cowan.
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12SH
Front Row (L to R) Keeva Engelen, Anna Friel, Melissa Hill, Chloe Seenan, Neesha Daye, Cara Stewart, Jena McGeagh.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Rogan, Amy Cooley, Patrick Rowan, Jordan Canavan, Ben Lowry, Piaras Nulty, Kyle Murphy, Conor O’Grady, Faith Ritchie, Mrs Shevlin.
Back Row (L to R) Ryan Flaherty, Dominic Murphy, Rory Stewart, David Cullen, Callum Ewart, Cameron Dodds.

12WHT
Front Row (L to R) Louise Curran, Natalie Magill, Rebecca O’Callaghan, Olivia McKee, Jennifer Shaw, Carly Burns, Sara Beattie-Campbell.
Middle Row (L to R) Mr Wishart, Gail McLean, Maya McCloskey, Esther Moore, Louise Rattray, Laura Girvan, Reagan McConnell, Ciaran Gillan, Andrew McNally,
Samuel Reid, Lee Morrow.
Back Row (L to R) Ross Hanna, Iain Hanna, Daniel Cunningham, Ben Jeffrey, Gareth Irvine, Joshua Gardiner, Ryan Migan, Ethan Lonsdale, Lucas MacPherson,
Patrick McKeown.
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13CW
Front Row (L to R) Natalie Hayes, Sara Stevenson, Lauren Leckey, Emma Martin, Aimee Gilmore, Leona Tate, Sophie Bateman.
Middle Row (L to R) Mrs Cowie, Abbie Cooley, Cameron Ewart, Matthew Hughes, Ewan Nixon, Conrad McQuitty, Matthew Lowry, Miss Atkinson.
Back Row (L to R) Nayem Samad, Mark Coulter, John Gunning, Eamon Kendall, Harry Henry, Niall Clarke, Ruari NcCallan.

13GHM
Front Row (L to R) Katie Thomson, Hannah Fitzsimmons, Nicola Moloney, Sophie Millar, Melissa Craig, Arathy Babu, Amy McClintock.
Middle Row (L to R) Mr Graham, Raisa Todd, Laura Walker, Chloe Shanks, Ralph Roulston, Thomas Carmichael, Stephen Carlin, Declan Stewart.
Back Row (L to R) Gary Watson, Steven Clarke, Andrew McLaughlin, Michael Lynch, Ross Arnold, Andrew Wilson.
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13MEE
Front Row (L to R) Shelley Warke, Ashley Fulton, Sophie Nicholl, Claire Brogan, Georgia Roulston, Deborah Wilkinson, Siobhan Cunningham.
Middle Row (L to R) Mrs McKee, Helena Bartlett, Stephen McCleary, Michael Stuart, Calum Finn, Rihard Strikis, Georgia Jackson, Craig Lindsay.
Back Row (L to R) Eoin McCluskey, Michael Hamley, Lee Hallam, Dean Kane, Daryl Rawson, Paul McKenna.

13MGK
Front Row (L to R) Naina Babu, Natasha Russell, Rebecca Donnelly, Kaitlin Bartlett, Kezia Iznerowicz, Antonia McIlhagger.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Atkinson, Tom Huddleston, Jonathan Nugent, Megan Crowley, Ashton McClean, Lauren Ferguson, Hasena Ali, Ben Thomas, Mr McGuckin.
Back Row (L to R) Ciaran Donnelly, Michael McNulty, Michael Burns, Aidan Vischer, Conail Bridges, Ryan Martin Brown, Cameron Mosgrove.
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13MRP
Front Row (L to R) Lauren Shannon, Stephanie Orr, Kirtsy Lindsay, Demi Clements, Chloe Currie, Tess Herman, Sara Woods.
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Murphy, Ellen Morton, Rachel Pollock, Kai Tsang, Michael Sloan, Christopher Jones, Ruairi Gilmore.
Back Row (L to R) Jonathan Dillon, Mark Rainey, Michael Spiers, Matthew Bradley, Mark Freel, Matthew Butler, Aaron Dunlop.

14BR
Front Row (L to R) Eliza Heathwood, Katie McConnell, Kerry McAllister, Daragh McGeagh, Olivia Gamble, Laura O’Neill, Erin Wilkinson.
Middle Row (L to R) Mr Burch, Dearbhla  McDonnell, Sarah McKinley, Kathryn Wilkinson, Sarah Lambe, Carol McAfee, Miss Atkinson.
Back Row (L to R) Adam Burns, Ben Taggart, Josh Donnelly, Fintan Woods.
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14MCY
Front Row (L to R) Sarah Ann McKinley, Chloe Patterson, Rachel Aldred, Abbie Townsley, Aimee Dowds Roddy.
Middle Row (L to R) Mr McCloskey, Glena Knox-Bradley, Alexandra McNaney, Louise Boyle, Sophie McAlorum, Sarah Withers, Miss Atkinson.
Back Row (L to R) Jack Steers, Rowan Patterson, Caelan Trodden, Daniel Toal, Matthew Knell, Liam Scott, Jim Peacock.

14MGN
Front Row (L to R) Alice Popplestone, Ashley Davis, Megan Barr, Louisa Evans, Aine Barbour, Oonagh Stewart, Kathryn Dugan
Middle Row (L to R) Miss Morgan, Jade Marley, Hannah Maxwell, Eadaoin Ni Mhaoilriain, Eve Wilson, Melissa McBride, Catriona Acheson.
Back Row (L to R) Connor Chapman, Ryan McCartney, Mark Bowers, Samuel McQuilken, Conal Begley, Mr Strain.
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14SW
Front Row (L to R) Nicole Tully, Alexandra Devenney, Katie Morris, Roseanna McGill, Melissa Martin, Emma McCully.
Middle Row (L to R) Max Burns, Luke Morton, Tori Martin, Katarina Vikingsson, Cliodhna Leeson, Hannah Cairns, Katherine Campbell, Michael Weir, Mrs Seawright.
Back Row (L to R) Philip Kelly, Christopher Streight, Owen Hadden, Jamie Irvine, Matthew Blakley, Andew Allen, Jheryn Wong.

14WLS
Front Row (L to R) Elle Rowan, Louise Cassidy, Rebecca Young, Lauren Presho, Chantelle Harvey, Jacqueline Livings, Naomi McGlynn.
Middle Row (L to R) Lahanna Magee, Miss Wells, Luke Withers.
Back Row (L to R) Craig Agnew, Duncan MacMillan, Colm McCann, Conleth O’Grady, Eoin McKenna, Conor Ellison, Conall Gilmore, Daniel Rea.
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TERM 1
AUTUMN TERM

WEDNESDAY 29TH AUGUST
-FRIDAY 21ST DECEMBER 2012

Term Begins
Wednesday 29th August 2012 (Year 13)

Thursday 30th August 2012 (Years 13 & 14)
Friday 31st August 2012 (Years 8, 13 & 14)

Monday 3rd September (All years)

Staff Development
Monday 29th October 2012 (staff only)

Staff Development
Tuesday 30th October 2012 (staff only)

Half Term
Monday 29th October –

Friday 2nd November (inclusive)

Students Return
Monday 5th November 2012

Christmas Holidays
Monday 24th December 2012 – Friday 4th January

2013 (inclusive)

TERM 2
SPRING TERM

MONDAY 7TH JANUARY 2013
–WEDNESDAY 27TH MARCH 2013

Term Begins
Monday 7th January 2013

Staff Development
Friday 18th January 2013 (staff only)

Open Day
Saturday 19th 2013

Half Term
Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February 2013 (inclusive)

Holiday
Monday 18th March 2013

Staff Development
Thursday 28th March 2013 (staff development)

Easter Holidays
Thursday 28th March – Friday 5th April 2013 (inclusive)

TERM 3
SUMMER TERM

MONDAY 8TH APRIL
–FRIDAY 28TH JUNE 2013

Term Begins
Monday 8th April 2013

May Day Holiday
Monday 6th May 2013

Staff Development
Monday 27th May 2013 (staff only)

Term Ends
Tuesday 25th June 2013

Staff Development
Wednesday 26th June to 

Friday 28th June 2013 (staff only)

PARENTS MEETINGS 
2012/2013

Tuesday 23rd October 2012 Year 14

Wednesday 14th November 2012 Year 9

Thursday 24th January 2013 Year 12

Tuesday 12th February 2013 Year 10

Thursday 7th March 2013 Year 13

Wednesday 17th April 2013 Year 11

Thursday 2nd May 2013 Year 8

The time for all Parent Teacher meetings is 4pm-6pm.
We hope to use the Cairnshill Park and Share facility

and run a shuttle bus to the College for these
meetings.

LAGAN COLLEGE CALENDAR
2012-2013
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KWIK - KABS
OPEN 24 HOURS METER FREE

• Working 5 days a week with local schools
• 6,7 & 8 seaters available

• Keenest Prices on Contract Work
• All Fares pick-up to drop
• All Drivers Uniformed

Tel: 028 9045 7979
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Warnocks

Warnocks

The Major School Supplier

791/793 Lisburn Road, Belfast  Tel: 028 9038 1828

www.warnocks.co.uk

Back to
school means

back to...
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